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To the right Vertu- 
ous and truly Ho- 
nored Widow, Min 
Poul rox, of Acfon- 


Place in e 


Madam, 


Od is wonderful in his Saints, 
ſaith the Royal Prophet; ſo 
rre i it, that the due and compe- 
ut honowr we exhibit wnto chens 
17425 impaire the frorreigue 
9 adoration we give to 

we my 3 to 


J 


* 
. 
1 


5 | 
The Epiſtle 
be dur Creatour , Redeemer ,' and 
Sancti ier; that thereby his glory 16 
mar veilouſiy ſet forth. For it can- 
not but rr dound to his greater ho- 
nour, ſeeing we mag niſie and praiſes 
God the more, who hath ſo high 
impowered and dignified his Saints 
and ſecing it is for his ſake we bk 
and hnuur them onely as his ſerq 
wants and beſt beloved friends, and 
not as Gods ;, which muſt needs be an 
acceptable ſervice to him, wh 
eſteemeth whatſoever is done to the 
as done to himſelf : according to tha 
of our bleſſed Saviour, Whatloeveh 
you do to one of my little oney, 
you do it to me. hence boly Dig 
vid, 4 man according to Gade only 
heart, ſaith, Mihi autem nimis he 
norati ſunt amici tui Deus . 
Gog, thy friends: are exceedinf y: 
honored by me Thu being ver. 
ed tie in all his Saints, et! 7 


* 


Dedicatory. 
nd is wonderfull in them, as the Au. 
# hour of all the power, vertue, gract 
u- umd goodneſs in them, it hath chief 
o- place in our beſſod Lady the Mo- 
iſcther of God, and Queen of all the 
oly$aints, to whom he hath done the 
tr, greateſt favours, and in 4 more 
—— degree dignified above all 
er4thers. | | 

ind The ancient Church and holy Fa. 
 aMthbers of the fi ſt fix hundred Tears 
wh to which lime f 4 pure, Jewell, 
en Witaker, W.llote, and other Pro- 
Hale ſtunta do appeals) did highly re- 
vepperence our ble Lady , giving 
Nero her in the honour aud in docati- 
of her, very glorious ft) les, yet in 
on Catholiqne ſenſe, to the cmfuſiun 
Heretigucs win fo much diſnmdur 
„der, and traazce maliriorſly 
at ſer wer is dine or ſaid in her ho- 
* Ny often call her our HOPE; 
Keiuge, and Advocate, tb wit, 
4 2 by 


The Epiſtle - 


i her Interceſſion aud Prayers, or 
bec auſe ſhe brought forth the Au- 
thour of aur Redemption and Sal- | 
vation, whereby ſpe is intituled the | 
Mother of mercy , and whatſoever | 
goodneſs we receive by Chriſt. Let | 
us hear the piety of the Ancients of 
the bleſſed Virgin, that we may 
deteſt the impiety of the viderows| | 
brood of Calviniſts, who eſteems her 
honour a derogation to her Son our | 
Lord, who is with her, and cannot ; 
abide the praiſes of ber whom all ge- 
neratiens ( but Reprobate ) calls 
Bleſſed. The Greek, Litargies or | 
Maſſes of St. James the A poſtle, 
confirmed by the fixth Central 
Council, as alſo of St. Baſil and St.. 
Chryſoltome, makes moſt . honaur- 
able mention of her, praying unte 
her, ſuluting her with the Angelicall; 
Hymne, Ave Maria; and uſing f 
theſe ſpeeches , Moſt holy, 9 1 
& 


Dedicatory. 
Y | led, bleſſed above all, our Queen; 
our Lady, the Mother of God, 
' } Mary a Virgin for ever, the ſa- 
* | cred Ark of Chriſts Incarnation, 
broadet er more ſpacious then 
er the Heavens that didſt bear thy 
of Crestonr. Holy Mother of un- 
ſpeakable light, we magniſie thee: 
with Angelical Hymnes, all thinge 
paſs underſtanding, all things are 
#Y\ lorious in thee, O mother of 
mn God. Thou art more honourable 
then the Cherubins, and more 
glorious then the Seraphins, To 
* thee, O full of Grace, all creatures 
1e, both men and Angels dotli gtatu- 
late and reioyce. Glory be eo 
St. thee which art a ſanctified Tem- 
ple, a ſpiritual Paradiſe, the glory 
of Virgins, of whom God took 
g fteſh, and made thy Womb to be 
his chrone, 8c. What cus be ſaid: 
32 gloriows:? tr 


ed 4 3 Let: 


+» ev mw lo «ts. 1 6 Wr op n a os 
— - — S . 


The Epiſtle 


Tet us hear what moſt holy and 
encient St. Eplirem , whoſe works 
4 St. Hierome teflifies in his Bo 
of Eccleſiaſticall Writers , vere 
wont after the ſacred Scriptures to 
be read in the Churches or- Eccles © 
fiaſticall Congregations, in a ſpeciall 
Dration, in praiſe of our Lady, ſaith 
thus iu aivers places thereof: Mo- 


ther of God, undefiled, Queen of 


all, hope of them that de ſpaire, 


my Lady moſt glorious, higher 
then the heavenly Spirits, the glo- 
ry of the Prophets, the praiſe of b 
the Apoſt les. And a little after, 
A Virgin before thy Childebirth, 
a Virꝑim in and after thy delivery. 

thet we are teconciled to Chriſt 
my God thy Son; thou art the 
helper of ſinners; thou the haven 
of thoſe that are toſſed with 
forms , the ſolace of the world, 
the deliverer of the imptiſoned, 
9.4 8 the 


Dedicatory. 
the help of the orphans, the re- 


demption of captives. Bat what 
ſaith St. Cyril in her honour in hys 


| ſixth Homily againſt Neſtorius the 


Heretick: Praiſe and glory be to 


| thee, O holy Trinity, co thee alſo 
de praiſe holy Mother of God, 
| for thou art the precious Pearle of 


the world , thou the Candle of 
unquenchable light , the Crowne 
of Virginity , the Scepter of the 


| Catholique Faith. By thee the 


Trinity is glorified and adored in 
all the world. By thee the Hea- 
vens rejoyce, Angels and Arch- 
angels are made glad, Devils are 
put to flight, and man is called 
again to heaven, | 
Toomit many more, let St. Au- 


| ften, Serm. 18. or 4s ſome are of 


opinion St. Fulgentius, bring up the 
rear, O bleſſed Mary, who can 
be. able or worthy to praiſe or 
| a 4 thank 


The Epiſtle 
thank thee, receive our prayers, 1g 
obtain our requeſts, for thou art +, 
a a ſpecial hope of finners : by thee 1; 
we hope for pardon of our fins , 1} 
in thee, O molt Bleſfed, is the ex- 
peRation of our rewards. And 
then follows the words uſed in the % 
Church Service, Sancta Maria fuc- |, 
curre miſeris, juva puſillanimes, &c. o 
Pray thou continually for the peo- t 
ple of God, which didſt deſerve to lc 
bear the Redeemer of the world, iq 
&c. 

It was a pithy, grave, and a f 
grounded ſching of Biſhop Good. & 
man late of Glouceſter'; As Chriſt } 
came to the world by a: Woman . 
to us, ſo we muſt by that Woman | 
go to Chriſt. He that will conſult i 
Fe. Irenæus ( who lived near the þ 
Apeſiles. dayes ) lib. 3. c. 33. and . 
lib 3. about. the middle; and St. 
Auſten de Fide, & Symbolo, & de & 
$5 . agone. | 


Dedieatory. 
9, iagone Chriftiano, fall ſee how they 
t declare, how both the ſexes concurre 
ee to our Salvation : the Man the 
; — hriſt and our Lady though 
- differeutiy a due proportion obſer- 
d ved; for as t bis boly Doc tour, Prince 
e ef Divines , wiſely averres in the 
* [+ Book f his Theological Queſti- 
c. ſone, d.q5. q 4. Congruum eſt bea- 
tum eſſe coadjutorem Dei in pro- 
d Icurando ſalutem Electi eo modo 
„ quo hoc ſibi poteſt competere. 
A, Adam and Eve beth were the 
auſe of ur fall, thrugh Ada m far 
ore then hu wife, ſo Chrift far 
bore excellently then our Lady, and 


A 
: 
1 $» another ſort : who though hu 
1 
[ 
p 


other, yet is but bis creature, him- 

elf being truly God: and man; he 

y the effuſion of his bliod redeemed: 
$- , it is but one Mediatour who 

, Fave himſelf in Redemption for ma- 
* $9, /aich Ft. Paul, 1 Tim. 2. * 


The Epiſtle 
Y her graciogs acceptable Prayer p 
interetdes for us, that what our un 7 
worthineſi cannot obtain, may bfl j; 
her moſt gratefull Prayers to Chriſſ p 
be granted. When as we may b f 
rejected as Themanites whom Gad e 
ſent to Job, with, Go to my ler), 
vant Job, bis face I will accepti 1 
But when the Mother ſhews forth , 
ber breaſts and paps, ( /aith St] , 
Bernard) and the Son his ſides and, 
his wounds, can there be ( ſairh , 
he} any repuiſe where there are {q , 
many enſignes of Charity? A | 
may well think that ſhe was ſpecial\ , 
ly elected to be the mother of G 
and preſerved from all finne , eue 
Originall, and, not onely | Attuall 
that ſpe might the better abu 
others intercede for ſinners. It ma 
rightly be ſaid, that by her Prayer! 
the world ſubſiſts, which other wiſ 
had beey-rained, as the Vifion to $1 
Do 


*r1Dominick wakes wanifeft, when he 


Dedicatory. 


n [aw Chriſt with a three-fold tave- 


b 
i 
b 
er 


pr 
1 


fre'defired againſt Aman the enemy 
x | 0 


lin ready to deſbroy the World for 


Pride, Awvarice, and Luxury, but 


flopped by the powerful Prayers of 


A our Bleſſed Lady, repreſenting her 


two grand devout | Servaxts, St, 
Dominick ad St. Francis, who ſhe 
underteok ſhould by their endea- 
vorrs reforme the world, May we 
wt. uſe to ber *Mardochens words 


to Efther , Who knowes whether 


thou cameſt to the kingdom there- 
fore, that in ſuch a time thou 
mighteſt be ready. Jo we cannot 
be ignorant that our bleſſed Lady vs 
advanced to the K ing dome of H ta- 
ven, that ſhe wight mediate with 


her Son for her people, for mankind ; 


and ſhe doth intercede to ber Son the 
King of glory, as Efther did to King 
Aſſuerus. Efther obtained what 


The Epiſtle | 
of Gods people; and our bleſſed La ( 
dy prevails with the King of king 
againſt our enemy the Devil, hi. 
goes about to deſtroy mankinde, The? 
King put forth his golden Rod, inf“ 
ſigne of his benevolence, toward. 
Eltber „ and the King of eternall þ 
glory ſtretcheth forth his golden Rodf® 
of Clemency , as often as ſhe makeF* 
adarefs in our behalf: he ſaying 
What wile thou have done, al 
thongh thou ſhalt ask the haif 
part of my Kingdome , thou ſhalt 
obtain. The two parts of br, king- 
dome are his Juſtice and his Mercy; 
the Mercy he dith much leave to 
her diſp ſit ion, that for whom ſbe in- 
tercedes., favour ſball be ſbomne. 
And who ts be that dewontly ſought} 
by her help to have mercy of her Son 
Chriſt peſus, and bath not found it? 
Let him ſilence thy mercy, O Vir- 
gin. (ſaith Ft. Bernard, 9 
Aſl. 


Dedicatory. 


fl.) if any there be who having 
” Knvocated thee in their neceſſities, 
an call to minde that thou haſt 
-; Jailed him. Which being ſo, I cannot 
but congratulate with you, Madam, 
er your ſingular Devotion towards 
the bleſſed Virgin, ander the glorie 
Ius ſtyle of her Immaculate Con- 
eption , which hath elevated her 
above others in Gods favour. What 
aſt thou Eſther , who among 
the people art elevated; not 
For thee this Law was made, but 
or all the common people. The 
general decree againſt Adam 4nd 
is poſterity comprebends not her, 
for which reaſon ſhe is moſt apt to 
nterceae for us ſinners, Hence St, 
4 Leander in the Liturgy on St. James 
an Feaſt, after many divine Epithites, 
calls upon ber, T hat ſhe would have 
r- compaſſion of us the ſons of 4 
Je 4 , Who are baniſhed, &c, to wit; 
{| 1 


The Epiſtle 
5 regard of Original ſin contracte. 
n#; in this diſtinguiſhing h 
om #5, and making her our Pa 
troneſs virtually, under the glori 
o ſtyle of her Immaculate Co 
ception. Mhich in effect all the ref 
of the holy Fathers doe, who extol 
her above all the Celeſtial Inhabi4 
Fants, for that being free from a 
fn whatſoever, and having neareſt 
junction with God our B. Savi. vi 
our, ſhe is the firteſt for to mediate 
for us ſinners with her bleſſed So 
aur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
who by the prerogative of his merit 
was preſerved from the very inſtantÞt! 
of the creation of her Soul, and uni lit 
on thereof to her Body in the ſacre, 
womb of B. St. Anne; ſo that ſhe 
was All- beautifull, and no (pot of 
fin ma, is, or ſhall be eviv in her, 
Thu Move indeed; 'abſtratting 
from all other inductions, have * 
A 


Dedicatory. 


ed me to dedicate upto you theſe 
eFontemplations of our B. Lady, 
a he Aut hour of which we may juſtly 
ile, the Champion of our B. La- 
»dies Immaculate Conception. For 
effpbich reaſon, Iam confident they will 
ole more dear and welcom, and by fre- 
i4uent converſe with them, they will 
eſt heriſh your all-praiſe worthy Piety 
Howards her: and he by this addreſs 
vill teſt iſie to all his worthy eſteem 
pe bath of your Vertues, who will not 
eaſe to pray, that your conſtant De- 
votion to the B. Virgins Immaculate 
onception , may prove to Jou as to 
thers, a ladder, to mount with faci- 
ity up into that K ingdome, Imma- 
ulate z into which, nothing that « 
defiled or impure can enter. This 
all be the daily Vote of 
Madam, 
Your much devoted, and 
obliged Servant, 
P. H. N. 


(1) 
Eggen 
8888888888 


JUNS his Contemplations of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, &. 


Man, whoſoever thou art, 
who hath entred into pro- 
dation of this life, thou abſolutely 
tandeſt in need of the mercy. of 
dur Eord Jeſus: Chriſt, with 
which thou canſt not be ſaved. 
Wherefore approach through a 
devout contemplation of minde 
nto the moſt glorious Virgin 
ary bis holy-Mother, for that by 
er, and in her, with her, aud from 
er, the world hath and ſhall receive 
[ geed ; to wit, her moſt Bleſſed 
Son aur Lord peſus Chriſt, who is: 
ie All- good and Sovereign good, 
A 3 with 


(2) 
without whom nothing is goo 
he being the ſole and onely goo 
Having then found out the | 
Virgin Mary, we ſhall lightwpoſ* 
all that is good; for ſhe loves af 
ſuch as lovech her, yea, and ia ſer! 
vient to thoſe who feryes. hep? 
This is ſhe who moft powerfully* 
reconciles and brings into favoul 
her devoted fervants with heſ'i 
more then bleſſed Son, when he £* 
angry. So great alſo is her benqgfk 
nity, as none may fear to have 8 
cels unto her; and ſo great is h 
gragions mercy, as none ſuffer any 
tepulſe or is repelled by her. Ye ; 
[ 
| 


whieh is more, ſhe fo enrichet 

and with gifts and graces builds u 
and raiſeth her devoted ſervants 
as they become worthy habitatiſt 
ons both of her bleſſed Sonne and 
the holy Ghoſt. She repreſents ii 
che'ſight of his Divine Majeſty chi 
Prayer 


- 


(3) 


zoF8yers and Oblations of her ſer- 
o@nts,cſpecially which are tendred 
Into ber: becauſe be i aur Ad- 
dolecatrice with her Son, as he u with 
sabe Father aur Advocate. Yea, ſhe 
ſedicads in our behalf both with Fa- 
hegber and Son; ſhe negotiates our 
al{{Mairs, ſeconds and ſolicitates our 
ouf<titions, and ofttimes whom the 
cligour of the Sons Juſtice would 
e gondemne, the mercy and pitty of 
ihe Mother freeth and ſets at li- 
erty. For that (he is the Trea- 
heſure of our Lord, and Treafſurift of 
inis favours , ſhe moſt abundant. 
ey enricheth with Spirituall gifts 
boſe who ſerves her, and power. 
uSully defends her devotes from 
tschat three. fold enemy, the World, 
tiſthe Fes, and the Devil, our ſafety 
depending much upon her, next 
;gaſter her Son. It is ſhe who is 
hI Lady of the Univerſe ; it is ſhe who 
1 A 4. pro- 


(4) 
procures glory in the next worl el 
for ſuch as bonours her in this preſ 
ſent liſe, For which cauſe , ac 
cording to the advice and counts 
ſel of a devoted ſervant of hers! 
Ever thinke ab Mary, ali! 
wajes call upon Mary, let her no al 
depart from thy month, let her wot" 
part from thy heart, and ſo in the eudth 
jon may effeftually attain the ſuf l 
frage of her Prayers , forſake noiſeb 
the example of her life, and omit notſpt 
to imitate her converſation, Orher|lv! 
Saints are wore prevalent in theG 
heavenly Court, by a certain kindeſall 
of title of * Patronage, for ſuch as 
are particularly recommended un. 
to them, or for ſuch who ſpecially 
recommends and devotes them- 


* .As the Saints whoſe name we bear 
in Baptiſme or Confirmation, er cheſcu 
peculiar Patron either of Family, Town, 
Cin, Province, Kingdome,ur Orders. 


ſelyes 


| 


(5) 
el ves unto them; but the Bleſſed- 
Virgin as ſhe is Queen of all, ſo is 
olſhe che common Patroneſs, gene- 
ral Advocatrice, and Soliciter for 
-gjall. She illuminates by the rayes- 
of her mercy and commiſſeration 
boſe who are very remote and 
afar off; and ſuch as approach her 
through ſpecial devotion, ſhe re- 
pleniſnhes with the ſweetneſs: of 
,jconſolations ; and thoſe who are 
preſent with her in heaven, ſhe il- 
egiluſtrates with the- excellencies of 
e|Glory : ſo that none eſcapes, but 
efall partakes the heat of her fervent 
charity and love. Now to the end 
. ſhe may ever live in thy memory, 
gere enſues ſome Contempla- 
tions, which with devotion you 
ay read, and attentively peruſe 
| _—_ as God. (hall. inſpire 
ee, 


A5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. 1. 


L 


Hor the Bleſſed Virgin doth 
attradt us. 

Nahe me peſt te: Draw me af- 

ter thee, O bleſſed Virgi 
Mar), bleſſed before thy nativity 
bleſſed in thy nativity , and bleſ- 
ſed after thy nativity and birth ;|* 
bleſſed before time, in time, and] 
after time. Draw me after hee 
that I may run after thee in the. 
odour of thine ointments, Dram 
me after thee, for the ponderou 
weight of if fr ns keeps me back. 


Draw me alter thee, for that the)! 
voluptuouſneſs of carnall concu- 
piſcence doth fetter and binde me.] 
Draw me after thee , for that the | 
malignant craſt of my perverſeſ! 

enemies ſvpplants and ſeduces me. 
D raw 


| (7) 
Draw me after thee, that my ſpeed 
and nimble celerity of attaining 
and arriving unto thee may be 

; favgmented and advanced, For 
even as none cometh unto thy 
moſt blefſed Son unleſs the Father 

afJattrats and draws him; fo alſo 

zin in a manner I may boldly ſay, or 

y. be confident to utter, that none 

el. cometh in to thy moſt glorious 

h 1 Son, except or unleſs thou advan- 

nd] ceth him through and by thy moſt 

-e | holy auxiliary favours. Wherefore 

he] draw me lapping and loitefing, 

| that thou mayeſt make me ron; 
us] Draw me who am a delinquent; 

k. that thou make me'a pemtent. 

ie] Draw me who am ignorant , that 

1. thou mayeſt tender me ſcient and 

e. Knowing; that I may tun after 

eſ the odours of thine 6inemerits, the 

ef fragrancy of thy "holy: virtues; 

| which caſts an odoriferous — 26 

v ra- 


(8) 
fragrant ointments, which mitti-Þa 
gates ſorrows and healeth wounds 
Thy. baliomes and ointments are{y 
moſt ſweet , I mean thy heavenlyſa 
Wiſdom, thy ſpiritual Grace, thyhy1 
unwithering and everlaſting Glo- ſy 
ry; for by thy words and exam- 
ples thou teaches true and ſolid 
wiſdome, as being the Miſtris o 
Divine Wiſdom, It is thou whoſe 
obtaineſt tor ſinners grace, becauſeſy 
thou art the Patroneſs of diſtreſ-Jo 
ſed and to ſuch as honoureth thee; h 
thou promiſeſt glory, thou being kc 
the Treaſuret of graces. O then 
obtain by thy daily and continuall 
interceſſion, that I may praile thee, 
that I may gloriſie thee, thatiT J« 
may bleſs thee, that I may diſplay 
thy vertues,that I may declare thy 


wonders. that I may lively ſet 
forth thy. exemplar and deificall 
life, that I may illuſtrate and elu. 

cidate. 


p (9) 

ti. ate thoſe things which are writ. 
ds of thee, to the end I may 
areſ ve life everlaſting in thy praiſes; 
nlyta , that I may in eternall life 
hyſynt ly ſing the praiſes of thee and 
o- ſy moſt bleſſed Son; for that it 
n-fwritten, Qui me elucidant, vi- 
idbn etergam habebant : They who 
ofþ renowne me ſhall poſſ:1s life 
oferlaſting :. which being ſaid. of 
ſeſy Sonne, who is the Wiſdom of 
J. ſod, may not be denied of thee 
o, ho art exalted to be his moſt 
gjorious and moſt bleſſed mother. 


n , 

Il CHAP. 2. 

I Of the: beautiful Purity of the 
1 B. Virgin Mary. 


4 

t | Hou art all fair, all pure; O 
H moſt glorious Virgin Aa; 

Ve art all beautifull, and there 42 

. | no- 


(10) 
uo ſpot in thee, Thou art all bea: 
tiful in thy ſoul by a perfect piii 
nitude of yertues and graces. Thebr 
art all beautiful in thy conceptiopy 
to this intent ſoly made that thq;e 
mighteſt be the Temple of the mio; 
high God. Thou art all bright arr 
reſplendent by thy generation &r 
the Divine Word, who is the þ/ehho 
don of his Fathers gliry, who is tie 
candomr and brightneſs of the eterno 
light; and a mitrour without ſpoſid 
on whom the Angels covets thel 
took upon; whoſe beauty the Suſc 
and Moon admires. No blemiſlhy 
vice, or fin ever deſiled thy ſoulfo: 
nor was it ever deprived of anpb 
ſpiritual luſtre, grace, or vertuger 

For thou wert adorned with ſo mai 

ny graceful beauties, as thou didi 

poſſeſs vertues, and all and everſhe 

one ina higher and more eminenr 

degree then ever was 3 
| aft 


(11) 
eaFter thy wort then bleſſed Sou, un- 
Plþ any pure creature; wherein 
hne ever equlized thee, nor ever 
joy come to match and parallel 
d bee. In thee all the Active and 
»yontemplative Graces have con- 
amprred, met and conjoyn d. By 
Ertue of the active, thy will was 
coſt neatly adorned; and through 
tippe contemplative, thy ſoul was 
»hoſ: pure and reſplendent, Thou 
od not want the purity of An- 
gels, nor the faith of the Patriarks, 
Ufor the knowledge of the Pro- 
FJhets,nor the zeal of the Apoſtles, 
lor the patience of Martyrs, nor 
"Þbriety of Conſeſſours, nor inno- 
iGency or humiliey of Virgins, In 
Mort, thou wert not deſtitute of 
ay kinde of vertue. O Virgin ! 
Tore then bleſſed, whatſoever giſt 
r grace was given to any of the 
ints, it was never refuſed thee; 
but 
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but all the Priviledges of all tf 
Saints gathered and heaped cogh. 
ther thou doſt poſſeſs and enjofy, 
None was ever equal to thee, nog, 
ever ſurpaſſed chee but God alo 

and the reaſon is, becauſe the h. 
1y Ghoſt ſupernally infuling hig 
ſelf into thee, and the vertue q, 
the:moſt High overſhadowiog an, 
ſpreading it (elf all over chee, (ſq;/ 
that thou wert exceedingly bg,, 
decked with all the ornaments r 
vertues) he wonderfully augmench 
ed and ſet forth thy beauty, chi 
purity, thy wiſdom, and the ſplenr 
dour and comelineſs of all thy veręt. 
tues. That admirable obumbraghic 
of the holy Ghoſt; who in a moſy, 
ment ſhined upon thee. who ar 
the Temple of God, manifeſte&;, 
thy luſtre, and rendered it mor 
conſpicuous, after that manner, ao! 
the Sun when he falls with higa 


bean 
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ams upon a bed-chamber whicti 

08s ever handſomely adorned, on 
J ſudden preſents to our view its 
oſaden glory, and makes it more 
Muftrious, Wherefore, O moſt glo- 
uu, Virgin! thou art All- Imma. 
Oh /ate, not in part but in the whole. 
" The ſpot of ſin, whether Mortal, 
ether Venial, or whether Origi- 
/ is not in thee, nor ever was, or 
der ſpal be, but thou enjoyeſt 
rfection as well of naturall 
Pods and endowments , as ſpiri- 
dpa graces and ſupernatural gifts, 
nor as there is a grand difference 
TErween the ſmell of aromaticall 
ZPices and the taſte thereof, ſo 
uch diſtance there is-betwixt the 
dntemplation of thee and other 
GSints. And even as thy ſingular 
ive life took its riſe and origine 
om Chriſt, in carrying his hu- 
ane (yet deiſied) nature, in giving 

if: 


(14) 
it ſuck , in walhing and wrappi 
it up in clouts, in nouriſhing, ch 
riſhing, ſtroaking , in embraci 
kiſſing, and exhibiting other of 
ces of humanity and courteſie; 
did he in like manner ſingulat 
grant the ſweetneſs of his Di 
nity to be tatted by thee, for t 
thou wert all beautiful, and the 
was no blemiſh in chee. But, 
moſt fair, comely, and beautiful 
women | how dare I preſume 
approach or come near unto the} 
who am all defiled and blemiſh{s 
in my cogitations and deedy 
Whence comes this that I bei 
impure ſhould come unto t 
who art all pure, | that am al 
maculate, to thee who art all.ig 
maculate , and not onely maculqͥ 
and foully beſpotted, but all wor 
ded , and not onely goared wi 
wounds, but in thine and thy big 


5 (15) 
PPIY Sons ſight dead through innu- 
» COBrable ——— ore 
cine of time, — 
"- OR[untary conſent, in my thoughts 
ez — bn re an 
na mine, which by the receiving 
Diy4 ſuſception of the ſacred Laver 
ti Baptiſme was purified. and made 
than, I have many wayes flurried 
vt, d fouled; and with che filch and 
fulſrt of mine iniquities , I have ſo 
Ie ted, Bahai dreiel, und bow 
thq minated, that it is become loath- 
ſbfme and abominable to thee and 
culy moſt for ever bleſſed Son. Ne- 
e!Ertheleſs, O Virgin Mary. bleſſed 
om all eternity, now bleſſed and 
ar ever bleſſed, confiding in thy 
ig tty and piety, with an humble 
ntrite heart 1 do ſapplicate and 
ougtitionthee,that with a motherly 
N pious a ffection comptionatiog 
dl y ſoul, thou wouldſt vouchſafe to 
| make 
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make interceſſion to thy m 
merciful Son, that he will not « 

dain to cleanſe my unclean filth, 
ſoul; and as by Baptiſme he q. 
purifie- and beautifie it, ſo nd, 
again at this time he will render 
pure and [Immaculate by the gra 
of Penance and Reconciliation: |, 
the end, in fine, I may with all i. 
elect attain an never ending li 

to praiſe thee and thy moſt ff; 
ever bleſſed Son. Amen. 


CHAP. 3. 
Wherein more amply the prementi- 
ed beauty of the B. Virgin uu 
claredin the ſpecification of ſul, 
types or figures it is deſigned a 
figured by. 
Hy fait and comely beauty | 


; moſt bleſſed Virgin, is de 
phered by a ſeven · fold beauty 
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re, which is found in holy writ; 
MF there is the graceful ſpecies of 
t qe Olive, of which it is written, 
ale naſi Oliva ſpecioſa in camps: 
© qe the lovely fair Olive in the 
n${ds, There is alſo the ſpeciouſ- 
leſſſ of the Dove, whereof is ſung 
eg the Canticles, Vidi ſpecioſam ſicut 
1: mbam, 1 ſaw my fair beloved 
e the Dove. There is alſo the 
U ies of Lybanus, of which is 
1 id, Species ejus ut Lybanus, Her 
pre white candour as Lybanus, 
here is a luſtre and ſpecies of the 
avens, of which we read , Spe- 
ies cœli cum viſione gloria, The 
* Flendour and brightneſs-of the 
. Favens compares with a glorious 
ion. The fire alſo hath his ſpe- 
dus luſtre in the night, of which 

written, Operichat tabergge 
p aſs ſpecies ignis, The reſphendent 
tre as it were of fire covered the 
1 Taber. 
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Tabernacle. The Rain-bowe af 
hath his beautiful ſpecies, of whiſ 
is written, I fawthe bowe or arqÞ 
and I bleſſed him that made it, f 
that is very lovely to behold; V 
de enim ſpecioſm eſt. The Sun aſle 
hath his glorious” ſpecies” afo 
brightneſs, of which holy WF 
" faith, Eft enim fpeciofoon Sole, Tf 
ſhe is more beautiful andglitterigc 
then the Sun. The fairneſs or cop 
lineſs of the Olive, among ottly © 
things, conſiſts in the pleaſancÞ** 
menity of bis greenneſs and ve] 
dute; ſo is thy beauty, O mu 
bleſſed Virgin Arary, it conſi 
among other thingy, in the pra 
ful ſincerity of thy faith : for e 
the verdure of the peace. bringig* 
Olive recrea tes the eye, fo doth ti 
faith which did diſcover peace iii 
twixt God and man, delights.aff 
feeds the eye of che ſoul, þ 


(19) 

zeciouſneſs of the Dove is placed 

hi > its ſimplicity and. pureneſs of 
rqpe eyes, and in the interchange- 
le variety of the colours about 

* e neck; in like manner, O moſt 
aflleſſed Vir rgin , thy buenliry and 
aoly thoughts beautifies thee , and 
Vie variety of Doctrine which en- 
ompaſe, as it were, thy neck, 
ildorns thee, becauſe thou wert a 
Pour. of the Doctouss, and 
teacher of the Apoſtles. Whence 
lo B. St. Lal (co whom among 
vrher Evangeliſts the narrative of 
ur Lords. Incarnation. is adſcri- 
ſhed) he is ſaid to have learnt. and 
Eceived the Series of the Goſpel 
Tom thee,O bleſſed Virgin Adery. 
i ; candour or glory of I. anus 
oceeds from the cominualfecury 
172 5 85 1 f. and the fair. 
owers, anti it 


O wok glorious. Virgin 
Mary, 


| (20) 
Mary, the candour or purity 
chy fecundious Virginity : ſo 
rd that of thee it is to be u 
derftood what is written, Fgred 
tur virga de radice Feſſe, & flos 
radrce ejus aſcendet, & requiefe 
ſuper eum Spiritus Domini: Fre 
the root of Jeſſe (hall ſpring fe 
a rod, and a flower ſhall ariſe fro 
the root, and the Spirit of c 
Lord ſhall repoſe in him. For 
thy ſupereminent Virginity we 
thily may be ſaid what is writte 
The eye ſtands amazed at the be 
ty of ber purity, or candour. 
lofire of the Heavens appears in i 
glorious countenance, and C 
notes in thee, O moſt holy Virg 
Mary, the fublimity of thy 
Contemplation , whereof the 
cred Text, Species mulieris e 
hilaret faciem viri: The beat 
of a woman makes a joyful cou 
cenar 


ty 1 (219. h 
o Pance in a man. Whereby one 
euby underſtand , that the high 
Ich of thy contemplation in moſt 
%% keptabſe and marvellous -plea- 
zel in the ſiꝑht of the Dixine, gra- 
Probs, and glorious Beauty. The 
forktte of the fire is its ardour and 
frolendour; which in thee (O moſt . 
* of fled Virgin A) was the 
or rning anc reſplendent fire of 
wolf} charity, protecting us miſer- 
telle linners before God. And as 
2 Arp = — = the 
$een'of Virgins, ſo is thy charity 
1 — rhe Queen of Ver- 
de; beeauſe Vertue loſeth its 
ire ion and name, if it be not 
deand-· maid and ſubſervient to 
e ſgarity. The Rain. bowe is made 
. ,Þ engendred by the Sun beim: 
Jing vpon a bumid moiſt | 
I becokens the:Incarnation of 
an molt bleſſed Son in theo fe 
25 B -— then 


(22). 
then the Son of Juſtice, wha is tl 
the ſplendour of his Father, belg 
to come into the world, 
m upon a little cloud, wheel. 
be ned a moſt pure fleſh c 
yes loaded with any (in ; whic 
was accompliſhed in this won 
by the fleſh he took from thee, 6 
that he became a viſible imag 
the Son of Juſtice, with the ple 
of the profuſion of his grace 
even as the viſible image of th 
Sun is made when the Bowe þ; 
made, which is not but a dg, 
when it rains pouringly, II 
ſplendour of the Sun is ſeen by tl 
emiſſion and darting for 
brightſome beams; and it 
ſents in thee — vocate, O bl 
— Virgin ,a large and lit 
= of Graces upon 
- addreſs themſclves unto the 
who art mote refulgent then t 
St 


(23) 

tis. and more fertile and preg- 
ing by the diſtributions of th 
Wours, Wherefore , O bleſl 
"Fin Mary, thy beautiful Com- 
Oes was in the chaſtity of t by 
ucgly, in the purity of thy Conſci- 
me, in thy exteriour converſati- 
„Hand inward contemplation of 
© Gne Object. Cleanſe then and 
Nie my uncleane and impure 
eg, O moſt pious Virgin ary, 

y by thy prayers obtain for me 
© Fitual beauty and purity, where- 
Sn the ſeryice of thee and th 
IR dieſſed Son, IJ. 
. light thee eyerlaſtingly, 


| N 
| | 


( 24) | 
CHAP. 4. | 


How our B. Lady is the moſt | 
compliſht Temple of Cod. | 
' A Mang all the works of 
A eternal Architect, exceptif 
that of the Incarnation, by vert 
. Whereof thy Son was in bis per 
united to humane nature, th 
O moſt bleſſed Virgin, wert 
ſpecial Work or Malter · piece, . 
ramed thee to that end, | 
hat in bis firſt aſſaycs was def 
med, might be reformed by tk 
Fot this ſupreme and ſovereig 
Artificer, or Creatour , d d 
make the Angelicall nature w 
in part had fallen; and mans 
ture which was corrupted, and 
inferiour corporeall ſubſtar 


which by the ſin of man beca 
W 284 wo 


(3 
rſe. But for remedy of theſe 
ngs, God made thee moſt holy, 
dleſſed Virgin Mary, that by 
molt bleſſed fruit, the Angels 
ft ght repair their dammoge, man 
lebt be reformed and renued, 
the inferiour ſubſtance deli- 
f Ted from ſlavery and thraldome: 
Pei that then God created thee 2 
Jueen of Angels, a Phyſician of 
, anda Reſcue for the bodily 
tance. But in — | 
ilded Heaven for yr foes 
| 17 this is a bouſe of 
Devils and the — pol 
ef ade Hell, which is the houſe of 
thB tice : for Man that was fallen 
eit framed the World, and this is a 
iſon for the miſerable diftreſſed: 
r that God turned Adam out of 
e Paradiſe of pleaſure ,. to till 
d delve the ground from whence 
was made, _ this very priſon 
B 3: was 
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was the Countrey of the Bea 
As for the Fiſhes they were put 
the Water, the Birds bad the AF 
to fly in and he lodged the Stars w. 
the Firmament of Heaven; and 
who had builded and provided Jt 
bitations for other things, did nc 
attend to raiſe himſelf a Lody 
and Tabernacle : whence it is ſai 
Sapientia earficavit ſibi dow 
Wiſdome bath built ber ſelf 
houſe ': that is to ſay, thee, Q c 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, that bf b 
might dwell in thee by the aſſumſ d 
ption or taking of mans nature a 

˖ 

\ 

t 

| 

| 

| 


Neither did he foly make or cr 
ate thee for bimſelf, but he gay 
thee to the Angels for their i 
ſtaurstion and repairer; to us an 
mankinde for reſtitution; to 
inferior creature for their liberty 
to himſelf a mother; an enem 
do the Devils, and a "deliverance 
t 


(27) 
ao thoſe which were detained in 
Limbo. For in the very beginning 
yhen the Angels ſell, their nature 
vas corrupted, God offended, and 
he Devil became viRorious , but 
yy thee, O more then bleſſed Vir- 
gin; Invoceocy is reſtored , the 
Angels recruited, God is reconci- 
iQ led and united to man, finally, the 
Devil is vanquiſhed and cruſhed : 
Becauſe of thee it is written , pſa 
conteret caput tuum, She ſhall 
W bruiſe thy bead; wherefore Wiſ- 
dome hath erected thee for a houſe 
and palace. The reaſon whereof 
is, for that the ſouls were loſt 
which were created to no other 
end , then that Wiſdome mighr 
have a dwelling place, in caſe they 
had perſiſted or perſevered in their 
integrity. But for as much as th 
were all delinquents, and through 
fin they tottered and tumbled, for 
B. 4 this 


's 
| 
. 
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this cauſe he raiſed thee, O mo 
glorious Virgin Mary, and bui 
thee ſtrong and ſolid, therefo 
Wiſdome hewed and cut out ſeye 
pillars to ſupport thee firmly an 
immoveably, The ſeven pilla 
whereby thou haſt ever ſtood ime 
pregnable, be the ſeven giſts of 
the holy Ghoſt, which repoſed in 
thee, and never deſerted thee , by 
vertue whereof thou baft in all 
grace and vertue ever ſubſiſted 
firme and perſeverant. But, © 
moſt benigne and clement Virgin 
Mary, although thy moſt blefſed 
Son did make choice of my ſoul 
to inhabit by grace, yet I have 
through ſinne moſt diſgraceſully 
ejected him, like à traitor 86 I was 
and hollow. hearted hoaſt, where- 
fore, O moſt pious ard compar. 
ſionate mother. aſſiſt and aid me 
by thy prayers, that this miſerable 
; | houſe 


(29) 
oflouſe of mine may be cleanſed! 
iind purged from all fin, and beg 
orf him here in this life to make it 
eilfis habitation by grace, and in the 
ndert world, through his gracious 
refreſence, it may prove his manſion 
2-Houle for eternal glory. Amen, 

Ol 
in 


CHAP, 5. 


| 
Il] Of the excrliencier of the name- 
d of Mar v. 


) 
Hou ſhalt be called by a ne- 
II name, O moſt bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, which the mouth of our 
2rd, that is to ſay; the Son of 
od, who is the mouth of the Fa- 
her, hath named by an Angel, to 
it, Full of grace. Which aſter- 
vards he expreſſed by the ſtyle of 
ary, laying, Ne times Maria, 
e not afraid, O Mary! For the 
R B 5 all- 


i (30) 
al. holy Trinity bath confer 
on thee, O Virgin, the na 
of Mary, next after the naß 
of thy moſt bleſſed Son, is abc 
all names; infomuch that in 
name (as is manifeſt) every kn 
bows, whether celeſtial, terrefti 
or infernal , and every tong 
confeſſeth and acknowledgeth t 
grace, glory and power of tt 
moſt holy Name. For in no ott 
name, except thy moſt holy So 
name, is there found ſo pote 
help, Neither is there any othq 
name given to men under the cof 
of heaven, next after the ſwee 
name of Fei, by which ſo muc 
health and ſoul. happineſs do ac 
erew or redound unto men: be 
cauſe above all the names of th 
Saints; ir doth refreſh rhe weary 
cures the ſick, illominates t 
blinde, mollifies and — 0 
ar 


(31) | 
ard- hearted, recreates the tyred, 
noints the agoniſts, or wreſtlers, 
nd ſhake offthe yoke of the De. 
il, The fame of thy mott holy 
ame, O moſt renowned Virgin, 
during thy abode upon carth, was 
efti&{as I may ſay) impriſoned and ſhut 
noWup ; but after thy Aſſumption in- 
h tio Heaven, it was ſpread and pro- 
" thiclaimed over all parts of the 
:hworld : for that in the preaching. 
Sogof the Apoſtles, the ſound or fame 
tegof thy moſt holy name was noiſed 
tha abroad, and paſſed over all the 
ogfearth, and was made known to 
redthe whole world. O moſt bleſſed 
uch Virgin, thy moſt holy name is of 
aq that vertue and excellency, that at 
bel the very invocation thereof, the 
i heavens ſmiles with a well · pleaſing 
y grace, the earth re joyces, the An. 
gels congratulates, the Devils 
hy trembles, and Hell is confounded, 
] _ OR So 


fer 


na 
na 
abe 
in 
K 
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So great is the force and efficac: 
of thy moſt ſacred name, O ev. 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, that in fir 
wonderful manner it ſoftens a 
penetrates the obdurateneſs off 
mans heart; hence it is written 
Tincerna Domini ſpiraculum homi 
nus que inveſtigat omnia ſerret 
mentis: The lanthorn or light c 
God is the life or breath of ma 
which ſearches out all the ſecret 
of the minde. So we may ſay alſe 
unto thee , The light of thee, Of 
Lady, that is to ſay, Mary, whict 
we may interpret, Guide and Mi 
ſtreſs of the ſeas in maus life, fo 
as much as a (inner through thy 
aſliſtance, comes to life again, re- 
ceiving the hope of pardon and 
obtainment of grace; which finde: 
out, that is, cauſeth all the ſecrets 
of the ſoul and hidden things of 
the heart to be inveſligated and 

ſearched 


(339 
: rched out. O moſt metrcifull: 
irgin Ay, 1 am ſo wicked a 
nner, and have made my ſelf ſo 
ched, that through confuſion 
dare not own my name, for that 
had the name of a Chriſtian, but 
Sow of a ſinner, therefore, O 
zoſt pious Virgin, voucbſafe to 
t ofelp me, that I may become both. 
naih name aud ſubſtance a Chriſtian , 
retFyhercin perſevering, I may attain 
1|ſ@the grace to praiſe thee and th 
„on, King of eternal glory, with. 
ichn endleſs life. Amen. 


(34) 
Chap, 6. 


That cur Bleſſed Lady with 
is his grand Favourite: 
how much God hath enrich 
the B. Virgin with his gracio 
Favours. 


Nveniſti gratiam apud Deum 

Thou haft found favour wit 
God, O moſt ſweet Virgin Ma 
Grace, I ſay, corporal, for tt 


thou wert a veſſell of moſt purfi 
innocency without ſpot or ble 
miſh, Thou wert the firſt woma 
that diſplayed and drew honou 
to the Enſigne of Virginity. Tho! 
wert with childe without corrup 
tion. Thou wert bigge withon 
trouble, and delivered without 
pain or ſorrow. Thou haſt found 
O Virgin Mary, /piritual * 


(35) 
or that in thy ſoul there was de. 
out humility , a reverentiall mo- 
lefty , a greatneſs of faith, anda 
nartyrdome of heart, Thou haſt 
ound, O Virgin Mary, celeſtrall 
ich&race. becauſe thou wert preſerved 
from the ſtain of Originall fon, alu. 
ed by an Angel, overſhadowed 
y the holy Ghoſt, and didſt con. 
eive the Son of God, But after 
what manner, O moſt bleſſed, O 
zoft happy Virgin, didſt thou find 
thatheſe — Truly, O more then 
urfbleſſed Virgin Mary, even as Eve 
bleſthcough her pride, diſobedience, 
najend vain curioſity loſt grace-, ſo 
outhou on the contrary foundeſt 
noi grace which thou never hadſt loft, 
upJ as being to be the moſt humble of 
oui all, the moſt obedient , and in 
uy the knowledge of God, moſt ſolid; 
dy Of thine humility iteis written, 
wry 2 uia reſpexit humilitatem ancilla 
0 tue, 


p 
; 
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ſia, ecce enim ex hoc beatam me d 
cent omnes generationes : Becauſe 
thou haſt regarded the humility « 
thy hand-maid, behold, fronk 
hence all generations ſhall call nm 
bleſſed. Of thy Obedience, Bebo 
thy hand. maid, be it nuto me accord 
ing to thy word, And thou wer 
one of that ſolid true wiſdome, a 
thou didſt magnifie onely God 
and in him alone didft exult anc 
joy exceedingly , as in thy Canti 
cle it is written of thee. Magniſi. 
cat anima mea Diminum, & exul- 
tavit ſpiritus meus in Deo ſalutari 
meo; My ſoul magnifies our Lord, 
and my ſpirit have ever rejoyced 
in God my Saviour. But, O moſt 
humble Virgin Mary, thou didſt 
not onely poſſeſs theſe gracious 
favours for thine own intereſt, but 
alſo in order to our beneſit, that 


thou mighteſt many wayes oy | 
an 


_ 

d advantage us; and therefore 
uſou doſt in this world ſaccour us 
7.08 well bad, as good: The Good in 
on paſerving them in grace, whence 
nge ſing of thee, Maria mater gra- 
ole, Mary mother of grace The 
did, inredueing them to be capt» 
e of mercy, therefore art thou 
lled, Mater miſericordie, Mot her 

f mercy. Thou doſt alfo give 

elp and aſſiſt in death, by pro- 

i. xcting from the-ambuſcado's and 
-Feacheries of the Devil, thence t 
plloweth , 7's 1s at hoſt protege, 
hou doſt alſo aid us after death, 

y receiving our ſouls, and con- 
ucting them to Heaven, and 
erefore it comes in, and is infer- 
ted, Et hora mortis ſuſcipe: And 
it the hour of death receive us. 
Moreover, are we in tribulation ?- 
Shou doſt help us by obtaining Pa- 
Nience ſor us. Are we temptedꝰ 
thou: 


| (389) 
thou gaineſt us victory. Do Sib 
hunger after the love of God, hn: 
be ſtarved for want thereof? t 
doſt procure for us internall Ih 
fection. O moſt benigne Virha 
AHary, 1 a perverſe and wicked 

ner, am well ſenſible of che teſpbe 
ptations and foils received fr 
mine enemies, to whom in mah 
ſins | yielded conſent, which I hand 
put in execution, and by deeds e 
compliſhed: Wherefore, O mn 
clement Virgin Mary. who art 
rapairer and reftorer of Gr 
which is loſt , obtain for me Pa 
ence in tribulation, Victory 

temptation , and true repenta 

of the (ins l have committrd. C 
tain and procure me pardon 
what is paſt; make me cautic 
and circumſpect in all preſent « 
currences ; and for the future 
gainſt all evil arme me with inv 
cil 


(39) 

0 Fible ſtrength to reſiſt, That I 
may here in this world ſo paſs the 
UFeſidue and remainder of my life, 
l Shat in the cloſe of all, I may at- 
irggain life everlaſting, to praiſe per- 
I (ctually thee and him, who is a- 
eSove all praiſe, thy bleſſed Son. 
rgTo whom with the Father and 
he holy Ghoſt , be coequal ho. 
1Snour, immenſe power, and bound. 
i els glory for ever and ever. A- 
nnen. 
| 
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The Ant hymne in ho- 
nour of the Immacu- 
late Conception, for 
protection and proſpe+ 
rity. of a Family and 


Ringdome. 


Tot Pulchra, k 
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Z Mary, of all bumane race 8 
Moſt rich in beauty, full of. 
Brace 


C Thou 


(2) 
Thou chriftal) Ark of God withi 
Daughter to Adam, not his Sin, 
MY the world with wond 
: 
A Mother, yet a Virgin ſtill. 
Thou who the Churches glory ar 
And Balm to every wound 
heart: 

At fea both Card and happy Ga 
And Star to all within the Pale. 
O bleſſed Virgin, holy, wiſe, 

Mercꝝ ſite ſmiling i in thy eyes; 


Thy 1551 pot leſs pray*rs for us afford 8 
To Wy Son jeſus, and our Lord 


Ver. By thine Namaculate Co 
> i O B. Virgin Mother 


Reſp. Defend os from our m 
lignant enemy. 


V. Be mindeful of hy Congr 


gation 
R. W dich thou haſt polleſt frot 
de beginning. L 


(3) 
Let us Pray. 


O God, who by the Immacu- 
e Conception of the ever bleſ- 
© Virgin diddeſt prepare for thy 
daa worthy habitation , we be- 

ch thee, that as through the 
alfath of thy Son foreſeen thou 
| preſerved her from all ſpot of 
; ſo alſo thou wilt gratiouſly 
ant by her Interceſlion, that we 
Fae pure and immaculate unto 
ee, through our Lord Jeſus 
riſt : who with thee, O Fa- 
er and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth, 
Seneth , God, world without 


Almighty and — God, 
e builder and keeper of the hea- 
nly — ny ſo build and for- 
Wie us and our Order, the Kin 

| 997" and 


(4) 


and Kingdome, this place 
houſe , with all the brethren a 
inhabitants, that amongſt and 
them there be ever a perpetuf 
manſion of conſtancy, heal: 
ſalvation , charity, and peac 
Through Chriſt our Lord, Amen 


{ 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the nature of Love, 
what it ? 


Ove (O moſt ſweet Lord Jeſus 

. Chriſt, fountain of true love) 

a vehement powerful affection 
the Heart and Soul, and an ap» 
ication of the Minde to love. a 
ing, and delight therein; for 
at love byaſſeth and ſtrongly 
lines the lover towards its ob · 

ct. Neither herein doth: ic tur- 
oileit ſelf, bowbeit labour is irk. 
me to ſuch as loveth not; nor 
0th ſhe frame difficulty or is ac- 
ainted cherewith', although ſhe- 
X C wa 


(2) 

be impatient until ſhe hath for 
out and attained what ſhe deſi 
Neither thinketh ſhe of any ot 
thing then what ſhe affects; oF 
reſteth ſhe content in delay 
True love is a ſhining lamp bu 
ing in the minde through deſire 
concupiſcency, and glittering 
ſplendently in the face by exar 
ple. And this love is not a put 
naked, natural love, but invelli 
with a bright ray and ſtream 
original and fountain Love. Ne ; 
it becomes infuſed, purified, illum;. 
nated and elevated above the poi 
er of nature: now pa ſſive , it 
formed, or beautified with a forn 
which being taken as it is a pure 
tural form, acting onely by its 01 
natural force, it is inform, or 
drefſed, naked, impotent and pod 
Natural love is a flaſh of ligb 
ning to the eye in darkneſs; bi 

infuſe} 


(1) 


rss 


25 
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Of the nature of Love, 
what it is ? 


Ove (O moſt ſweet Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, fountain of true love) 
a vehement powerful affection 


the Heart and Soul, and an ap- 
Jication of the Minde to love a 

: ing, and delight therein; for 
bat love byaſſeth and ſtrongly 
lines the lover towards its ob- 
ct. Neither herein doth it tur- 
olle it ſelf, howbeit labour is irk. 
me co ſuch as loveth not; nor 
oth ſhe frame difficulty or is ac- 


nainted therewith, although ſhe 
C be 


(2) 

be impatient until (he hath founWſu 
out and attained what ſhe deſirq i 
Neither thinketh ſhe of any othg | 
thing then what ſhe affects; nie 
reſteth (ſhe content in delay 
True love is a ſhining lamp bur! 
ing in the minde through deſire 
concup:ſcency , and glittering re 
ſplendently in the face by exan 
ple. And this love is not a pure 
naked, natural love, but inveſt 
with a bright ray and ſtream of 
original and fountain Love, No 
it becomes infuſed, purified, illumi 
nated andeleyated above the pow 
er of: nature: now paſlive , ins 
formed, or beautified with a form 
which being taken as it is a pure na 
rural form, acting onely by its own 
natural force, it is inform, or un. 
dreſſed, naked, impotent and poor. 
Natural love is a flaſh of light · 
ning to the eye in darkneſs; b 

infufed. 


(3) 

fuſed or Supernatural love is a: 
ight ſhining clearneſs of the eye 
the day light, or rather an ef- 
Qual light in the bright light it 

f. Love conquereth in its ſelf 

| other Affectiom or Paſſions, 

1d captivates them: for love is 

ry vigorous in preſence of her 
1Ybje&, and in abſence thereof is 
e rm and languiſheth; Which 
lord God, is notbing elſe to 
Wy, then that it is a certain tedi- 
"uſneſs of an impatient: deſire, 
herewith neceſſarily is affected 

ie minde of one who loves paſ- 
Poately, when that is abſent whickt 
loverh; and unto which it is ve- 
nently addicted. The reaſon. 
eof is, for that the very nature 
ſore is not to be idle, but: ever 

dde active; to preferre the com- 
Non good before. its proper inte- 
ſt· ; to unite hearts that are divi- 
C 2 ded,. 


(4) 
ded, to make a ſtranger a don 
ſick, to quench fire-angry hea 
and procure peace. 

. Love ſoulders up what . 
broken, raiſeth what is depreſſe 
and renders a ſtaggering mi 
conſtant, Love teacheth and le 
neth, and knoweth no enen 
Love praiſeth , love reprehen 
love is free from evil ſuſpicio 
Where love is wanting, what 
ever is done is worth nothing; 
the contrary, all things are val; 
able and precious which are doll 
with love. Love gladdeth or m 
keth one joyful, and raiſeth high; 
above the earth or earthly thing}, 
Love never playes the truant ot; 
drone, but ever is doing, encre, 
ſeth and augments. Love is tif | 
life of the ſoul, and he that lovei þ 
not is a dead man. True love eyetl, 
not reward and intereſt, althougg 


(3) 


Wfuſed or Supernatural: love is 3 


ght ſhining clearneſs of the eye 
the day light, or rather an ef. 


dual light in the bright light it 
Ir. Love conquereth in its ſelf 


| other Affections or Paſſions, 
d captivates them: for love is 
y vigorous in preſence of her 
jet, and in abſence thereof is 
firm and languiſheth, Which 


lord God, is nothing elſe to 
Wy, then that it is a certain tedi- 


aſneſs.of an impatient deſire, 


Wherewith neceſſarily is affected 


minde of one who loves paſ- 


Doately,wben that is abſent which 
oveth, and unto which it is ve- 


mently addicted. The reaſon 


reof is, for that the very nature 


love is not to be idle, but ever 


eij be active; to preferre the com- 
Fon good before its proper inte- 
Wit; co unite hearts that are divis 


C2 ded,, 


(4) 

ded, to make a ſtranger a dot 
ſick, to quench fire.angry he: 
and procure peace. 

$. Love ſoulders up what 
broken, raiſeth what is depreſſ 
and renders a ſtaggering mir 
conftant. Love teacheth and le 
neth, and knoweth no enen 
Love praiſeth, love reprehe 
love is free from evil ſuſpicic 
Where love is wanting, what 
ever is done is worth nothing ; « 
the contrary, all things are va 
able and precious which are dc 
with love. Love gladdeth or m 
keth one joyful, and raiſeth hi 
above the earth or earthly thing 
Love never playes the truant or 
drone, but ever is doing, encre 
feth- and avgments. Love is tl 
life of the ſoul, and he that lovet 
not'is a dead man. True love eyet 
not reward and intereſt, althouę 


S ee ® > > © 
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(5) 
doth merit. Without love, nei- 
er the beſtowing of Almes, nor 
e ſuffering of Martyrdom , nor 
e performance of good works 
Waileth to the purchaſe of ſalva- 
inn Love perfects a man, it bea- 
h all chings , and with patience 
Woports all, Love is an eaſie 
ing, it preſents it ſelf to all, and 


ionieth none; it is in a readineſs 


good or bad, for young or old, 
Jia or woman, healthy or in- 
m, rich or poor, bigheſt or low- 
a free man or ſlave, Secular or 
ligious, weak or ſtrong are ca- 
ble hereof, and companions for 
S Neither is there any who can 

cuſe or exempt himſelt from di- 
Fting the pure beams of love up- 
others. 

Colloquy. 

tO moſt loving Lord Jeſus, from 
Hense all true love floweth, I a 
a 


(6) 


moſt wicked ſinner was ever coi 


and frigid, and many wayes eſtr 
ged, and a ſtranger to thy lo 


1 have been ſingular and ſequiſr 


ſtred, living without leve or 
light, inſomuch as I have hi 
with hatred and enmity, Whe 
fore vouchſafe to help me byt 
molt ſweet delicious love , and 
afire my heart with a love n 
pleaſing unto thee,that I may | 
and affect what I ought to low 
that by loving thee , the life 
way of love, I may obtainete 
love, which never (hall have ei 
Amen, | 

CHAP, 2. 


Of the ſource of Love, whence 
derives its origine. 


Ove (O moſt ſweet Lord 
ſrs Chriſt, fountaine oft 
lo 
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ve) riſeth and ſprings like tears 
hich diftils from the eyes and 
Ils down upon the breaſt, for 
riginally it takes its beginning 
om the underſtanding and know- 
age, and by faith glides and dif. 
hargeth ic ſelf into the hearts, Sic 

di per fidem vicerunt regna. In 
ich manner the Saints conquered 
id won Kingdomsthrough faith; 
r faith is a moſt holy creaſure, 
nd jewel of a mans breaſt, which 
y no neceſſity can be conſtrained 
d ſeduce and deceive ; nor can by 
y bribe or hire be corrupted, but 
the foundation and firmanent of 
ability and conftancy in the 
inde, Love ariſeth from the 
race of God the Father, even as 
ou O Lord Jeſus Chriſt che life 
f lovers hath averred. Nen po- 
| venire ad me, niſi pati mens 


S&axcrit ilar, No man'comech 


D 2 unte 


(8) 
unto me, unleſs my father drawe 
bim, to wit, by grace, to the lo 
of me. Love makes its entranc 
into the ſoul of men by the heat 
ing of the ear, for as much 


whilſt we hear any good of ar 
one, from the hearing there 


there is a love conceiv'd and inf, 


gendred of him in our hearts wt 


hears, to affect him, Love alſo prof 


ceeds from ſpeaking well; for 


from good words friendſhip is be 
gun, ſo evil ſpeaking cauſeth and 
the exordium of enmities and oti 


gine of diſcord, Love is begot þ 


good offices well entertained, an 
mutually returned: for he that | 


ignorant by beneficial favours t 


oblige, unjuſtly requires a goo 


turn, yea, alſo incurres hatred ar 
an odium. | 


$ Q- moſt merciful Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt who loveR all things, 1 


— $3 


„„ „„ 1 . wo 


(9) 


ut daily ponder and with conti. 
val meditation think upon theſe 

hings , I ſhould love thee above 
and more then all things, to 

it, by faith, which is ſo pleaſing 

Into thee , as thereby you ſalve. 
nd ſave all, according to what 

you have ſpoken, Fides tua te ſal- 
am fecit, thy faith hath ſaved and 

healed thee ; and without it, none 
an pleaſe or be acceptable unto 
hee. Moreover, love whereby thou 
Mart loved ariſeth from hearing, 
for that it is written of thee, Qui 
audit me non confundetur , He that 
beareth me ſhall not ſuffer confu- 
ſion, Bleſſed then are they who 
hearken unto thee , and with true 
Y love adheres affectinately tothee, 
Thy manifold benefits alſo confer. 
red on us, begets a love to thee, be- 
Y cauſe whatſoever good thing we 
have or enjoy, we receive it from 
D 3 thee, 


(10) 
thee, and over and above mat 
other gifts and favours, thou þ 
beſtowed on us thy priceleſſe at 
ineſtimable deareſt ſelf, comi 
down from the higheſt heaven ſe 
our ſake, extenuating thy ſelf, t 
king upon thee the form of a ſ 
vant, making thy ſelf leſs the 
God, who art our Lord God: whe 
for the love of us thou didſt endi 
reproaches, ſcourges, opprobriot 
upbraidings, contumelies, ſp 
tings , in fine, a death. not one 
moſt cruel, but alſo moſt ignomi 
nious and diſgraceſul. But I mo 
ungrateful ſinner, though I ha 
known full well theſe ſo great ani 
magnificent favours, and ſeen tht 
origin of ſo grand a love, yet ha 
I not been careful to repay few o 


none, or to make thee. à return o 

any gift or preſent, but altogeth 

full of ingratitude, as it were at 
| enem! 


(11) 
nemy have I carried my ſelf in op- 
oſition ta thee; exerciſing by 
eed, mouth, heart, ſuch things as 
ere contrary and diſpleaſing un- 
o thee, Wherefore, O moſt cle - 
ent milde Lord Jeſus Chriſt , let 
by love aid and help me out, by 


udoning and remitting what! 


ave done amiſs and unjuſtly; let 


t inflame me to thy moſt ſweet 


ove, that by fearing thee, and ef- 


ectually ** thee , I may erer 


wappily do and accompliſh what 


Ws moſt acceptable. to thy divine 


poodneſs, and as for wicked and 
o juſt things, | may henceforth 
wich all my heart and utmoſt of 


my power abbor and reje cd them; 


ad ſo finally arrive to that ever. 
Jlalting kingdom of thy perpetual 
lovers. Amen. 


(12) 
CHAP: 3. 


After what manner God loveth 


O Moſt benigne Lord Jeh 


Chrift (fountain of t 
love) thou haſt affected and low 
us with much ſweetneſs and t 
derneſs, when thou vouchſafec 
humbly to clothe thy felf with oi 
mortal fleſh, induced onely thert 
unto by thy charity and low 
Thou haſt loved us dearly (( 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, life of loveri 
for that inveſting thy ſelf with ot 
humane nature, thou wert divel 
ed of all io. Thou haſt loved! 
courageouſiy, in regard thou ba 
voluntarily for oar ſakes undet 
gone a death both moſt diſgra 
full and painfull; and though in 
fleſh thou haſt given us a — | 

0 


(213) 
rall that, thou didſt not love us 
rally, but according to the pru- 
nce of Spirit. Hence is it that 
oſe whom thou ſought after 
Red in humane fleſh; thou didſt 
Nee in Spirit, and redeem by ver- 
In the aſſumption of fleſh 
ou doſt accommodate thy ſelf 
us, but in the eſchewing and 
Foiding (in , thou hadſt a regard 
thy ſelf; and in thy encounter 
ich death, thou didſt ſatisfie God 
y Father in our betialf : ſo that 
ou became, O Lord Jeſus, our 
ye, our dear Friend, our pru- 
ent Counſellour, and ſtrong Pro- 
aer. Had not thou ſweetly and 
Faderly loved, thou hadſt not 
wught us out in priſon ; but thou 

ed to thy Love and Charity 

iſdom, by which thou took the 

qFrannical enemy in an ambuſcado 
N caſnared him; Thou adjoyned 

f D 5 alſo 


(14) 
alſo Patience, by which thou pa 
ned. thy Father who was offende 
And even as to work our ſalva 
on in the midſt. of the world, thi 
didſt come once Viſible in t 
fleſn, and this out of thy ve 
great love, ſo likewiſe doſt th 
daily. for thy. exceſſive char 
thou beareſt to our ſouls, cor 
Inviſible to ſave our ſouls, illun 
nating them: by thy: inviſil 
power. 
$. O moſt clement and merc 
ſul Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who art 
indeficient love, did I propoſet 
my ſerious conſiderations thine ii 
mite love, it were not needſul f 
me to paſs the ſeas, or to pen 
trate the clouds, or to climb o 
and tranſcend the mountains, f 
that the way is far eaſie and lat 
to love thee: why? in that it 
onely neceſſiry to repair * 
10M 


(15) 

Wome to my ſelf, I mean to fly to 
Jompunction for, and Confellion 
my (ins, that ſo I may get out 
che dungbil of my moſt wretch- 
| filthy. Conſcience, that there! 
Way make my entrance through 
grace and charity. O moſt 
Herciful Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I moſt 

icked . ſinner - am worthy and 
now my ſelf worthy of hatred, 
Mad unworthy of thy love , deſer- 
ing puniſhment, and not to merit 

hy glory: for although I knew 
ut of thy immenſe pitty the ſu- 

Perabundance of thy love and 
. Moſt delicious charity, yet never- 
heleſs neglecting, and in a man- 

er burying them in oblivion, I 
Wave not rendred thee due thanks, 
Mor did I diſpoſe my ſelf chat thou 
Wight ealarge thy ſelf with a more 
aple grace; bat hive miſpent 

Way time, provoking t ice to 3 

and. 


(16) 

and indignation by reaſon of a 
miſerable wretched life, whic 
with many vices and (ins I ha 
defiled and ſpotted. O my Le 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſuccour me ] beſeec 
thee by thy holy love, and merci 
fully prepare and order me in ſuct 
manner, that thy moſt ſweet loye 
in me may be reformed , by ver 
rue whereof here living in thy gra 
cious favour, in the cloſe of all 
may enjoy thine eternall love 
Amen. 


SHA. 4 
Of the quality of Gods hive, 


Love, which art prompt, 

which art quick and ready!0 

love which art fragrant and burn-i 
ing; a vehement love; a love not 
able to contain it ſelf within it ſelf, 
which 


(17) 

hich will not give way or permit 
) think of any other thing then 
hy ſelf: which admits not of the 
xciety- of other objects, which 
Wiſdains other things, and miſprize 
things but thine own deareſt 
nd moſt. gracious ſelf ! Thou 
Wueetly captivates, ſtrongly binds, 
viſely 'inftruts, gloriquſly en- 

ares, delightfully burthens, and 
oadeth- on - happily', bleſſedly 
horns and ſets on fire, ata word 
pected, neither by counſel cant 
hou be tempered, nor by ſhame 
or baſhfulneſs bridled or refrained; 
Mor by reaſon ſubjected. Thou 
irt a deſirable affection, a delight. 
ul experience, full of pleaſure and 
ocundity in fruition, and enjoy- 

ent eternal; which ever ſatiates 
1nd refreſheth, without ever be; 
getting any diſguſt; ſurfer, or nau- 
Wiouſacls. Nothing, O Lord Jeſus 
-— Chriſt: 


(18) 
Chriſt, fountain of true love , 
more ſweet then thy love,nothing 
more delicious, nothing more be 
neficial , nothing more pleaſing 
Thy love, O Lord, is not troub 
ſome or moleſtful-, but with jo 


and exaltation is entertained, an 


with ſecurity deſired. Where th 
love is, O Lord, there is nol 


bour but ſavour. It ac quieſces ii 


itſelf, and reſts content, it js not 


confined to ſet forms of order, ii 


concealeth and diſſembles joy and 
laughter. It knoweth no mean oi 
meaſure, and whatſoever ſeemetb 
to partake of opportunity, or to 
havereaſon,whatſoever ſeemeth to 
have any thing of ſhame, counſel, 
or judgement, in oppoſition it 
triumphech in it ſelf over it, and 
renders it captive, | 

$ 2. Thy love, O Lord, gives 
liberty and enfranchiſetli, it expels 


tear, 


= — ©. a. a , - r=” = 


— 
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ear, and is inſenſible of labour; it 
Wooketh not upon merit, nor look» 
th for remuneration; the weari- 
d it alleviates, and the weak it 
ortifies , it joyes the ſad, and re- 
teſneth the hungry, and renders 
Wiocund thoſe that faints and be 
deficient, Thy love, O Lord Je- 
us Chriſt, who art the fountain of 
Wove, yea, love-it ſelf ,- doth con- 
Mnive, winks at, expects, and bears 
rich the delinquent z and be- 
nignly. attracts, and converts 
him from his erroneous wayes. 
Thy love, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is 
the fountain of life, neither can 
the ſoul live which taketh nota 
draught thereof; neither can it 

drink and draw of it, unleſs it be 
dl preſent at the very fountain, to 

wit, thine own ſelf, which art the 
OF fountain of all love. 
*" 5 3, O Fountain of true love - 
and 


(20) 
and immenſe ſweetneſs and dulci 
tude; who never fails but eye 
avails; art never deficient , bi 
ever reficient , I miſerable ſinner 
overcharged with the great bur 
then and weight of my ſinnes, d 
ſuffer a grand thirſt of love, for 
aſmuch as | am too too farre 
mote from thee the living four 
tain, Be pleaſed then to caft 
merciful-eye upon me, and to cor 
duct and guide me to thee the 
fountain of love and dileAionWu 
that I may draw the waters of th 
ſo grand love, that I -may drink 
it, that I may de recreated ther 
- with; and taſte its delicious ſavou 
and ſweetneſs. With ſome of that 
let my ſoul be waſhed and purified 
from all blemiſh of fin, that being 
purged from all inquinations and 
ſlurs, it may pleaſe: hee, and be 
ferviceable unto thee, in ſuch ſort, 
as 


? 


1 


(21) 
it may through love live with 
ee an infinity of ages, Amen. 


CHAP. $. 


the powerfull force and violence 


of the Love of God. 


Power of Divine Love, 
whereby the Sovereigne of 
| is become the loweſt of all! 


or this did true love effect and 


uſe, which is ignorant and fof« 
tful of Dignity and Honour; 
hich is rich in favour , powerfull 
affetion, efficacious in perſwa- 
on. There is nothing, Lord Je- 
s Chriſt fountain; yea, O Abyſs 
love! which more powerfully 
nd with greater violence tri- 
mpheth over thee then Love. By 
ertue of this thou haſt leſſened 


Ind minorized thy ſelf , that we 


might 


(22) 
might clearly underſtand that il 
fulneſs was poured forth, ahi 
dantly; that thy altitude 
ſtretched to its utmoſt, and t 
ſingularity was to be aſociated lf 
accompanied. What ſhall I (4 


The violence of thy love hal; 
made thee to love us who wereii 
favourcd, filthy, deformed 
tures, yet ſo as not to diſmiſs 
ſach, and leave vs as thou fon 
us; no, but of il|-fayoured to 
made beautiſul , and of deforn 
to become amiable and fair, 
thou haſt loved us, O Lord Je 
Chriſt; who art an Abyſs of lo 
it was out of the very Abyſs ah 
bottomleſs pit of thy love, th 
for us thou ſtooped ſo low as t 
become man; thou haſt ſubject 
and put thy ſelf under, to bear at 
hold us up; thou haſt bone 
down low, to lift and ereR us ui 
the 


(23) 


ti ou baſt deſcended unto us, that 


| 


"WD to chee; thou haſt tripped thy 


e being elevated might aſcend 


If of thy Majeſty, to repleniſh us 
ich thy Divinity. Oh! there is 
cher father, nor mother, nor 


end, or any other, who hath 
e amparably, or ſo much loved us, 


thou, O Lord, who art our ma- 
rand Creatour. Wherefore, O 
oſt loving Lord, I beſeech thee 
t the fiery and melliflous force 

thy love abſorbe and wean 
y ſoul from all things un- 

the cope of Heaven, that I 
ay wholly adhere to thee, and 
ith delicious delighr of thy 
eetneſs, I may be ever fed, de- 


Wehced, and inebriated. 


F 2, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, how 


Wappy and how deſirable a good 


hing it-is to feel the force and 
olence.of thy love, which daily 
' illuſtrates 


(24) 
illuſtrates our hearts with thy 
ving beams; heals the plagt 
our mindes, enlightens the ſe 
of our hearts, by cheriſhing( 
fouls, it repleniſhes it; and by! 
hillarating and gladding the { 
it fortifies and ſtrengthneth. 
how ſweet is thy mercy, and! 
deliciouſneſs of thy love! OU 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Author and Gi 
of love? which they enjoy 
loveth nothing but thee , {«l 
nothing , nor covets to thi 
any thing elſe. By prevent 
thou invites, draws, and attrij 
us to thy love, ſo great is the p 
er of thy love, for there is 
greater call, drag , and attrac 
to love, then to prevent in le 
by reaſon that the minde that 
fore was drowſie and benumt 
is ſooner erected and ſtirred 
when ſhe feels Love to be 1 


(25) 

id with her; but if it now was 
ent, when ſhe findes her ſelf 
be loved and prevented by love, 
is the more enkindled and ſet 
fire. 
WS 3. O moſt loving Lord Jeſus 

riſt, howbeit thou haſt uuſpeak- 


y loved me, I nevertheleſs a 


it impious ſinner , bearing and 
Ning a ſtony and yron heart, did 
t take notice of thy fiery love in 
froꝛen cold breaſt; and though 
ſired thy love might be con- 
red on me, which thou didſt 
ely on thine own accord beftow 
on me; yet nevertheleſs I did 

reciprocally repay thee with 
e again, Therefore deigne , I 
eech thee, to aid me, O moſt 
ly Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who canſt 
t chuſe but love, and by thy 
ce and power enforce and con- 
ain my rebellious ſoul co love 
thee ; 


(26) 
thee, to the end I may grateſt 
and pleaſingly ſerve thee, and 
thy love obtain life everlaſt 
Amen. 


CHAP. 6. 


How a ſoul may gather and ky 
ſhe is beloved of Goa. 


Am not ignorant, O n 
benigne and molt propiti 
Lord Telgs Chriſt, Love it ſelf, 
the life of Lovers , that he who 
hemently and paſſionately lo 
thee, makes no queſtion but 
thee he is infinitely more belovt 
and he that with ſingular inter 
on, devotion, ſolicitude, care, 
deavour, diligence , and ſtudy D 
cefſantly and ardently watcht 
and is vigilant how and in 
manner to pleaſe thee, dothufſ 
| doubte 
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Mubtedly much more finde theſe 


ings to be accompliſhed by thee. 
or it is thy love which begets the 
uls love; and it is thy precedent 
tention which cauſeth a ſoul to 
attentive, and thy ſollicitous 
rewhich renders a ſoul careful. 
hence it followeth, that ſuch a 


12 prepares her ſelf for thee; ſuch 


y thine infinite mercy doſt thou 
effect eminently and virtually 
pear to her , according to that 
bich is written, Cum ſantto ſan- 
us eris, & cum perverſo perver-= 
is: With a Saint thou wilt be 
dly, &c. Wherefore with one 


bo is loving thou wilt be loving, 


ith one that is vacant thou wilt 
vacant, with one who is diligent 
zou wilt be diligent, with one 


at is carefull thou wilt be ſolli- 
tous. 


$ So great, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the 


(28) 

the preateſt of Lovers, is thy 
nignity, grace, and favour to ſot 
that if a ſoul be watchful and 
upon thee, thou aforehand we 
more vigilant. If a ſoul riſeth 
night in the beginning of the 

gils, and haſtneth as much as m 
be to anticipate the Vigils 

early hours, ſhe ſhall be ſure 
finde thee, neither poſſibly can 
prevent thee, For ſo it is tl 
ever in ſuch affairs thou doſt att 
bute more to Grace, and give Lt 
the precedency; thy love alſo 
more extended and dilated in- 
der to the ſoul as well after, 
before. All which a ſoul devo 
and pratefull unto thee di 
conſidering, and likewiſe admiti 
thy ineffable Majeſty , flights at 
neglects all other things, glory 
onely to attend and wait on ti 
with all devotion, preſerves - 


1 (29) 
"of (chrough thy gracious aſſiſt- 
cc) for thee alone, laying aſide 
other cares and affairs. 
5. O ever dear of lovers, O 
pſt loving Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
Who overflowes with ſo great and 
ineſtimable goodneſs., that al- 
yes by loving us, thou art afore- 
ad and prevents us. To thoſe 
o ſeeks and ſearchech after thee 
ou preſents thy ſelf and meets 
cb them; thou loveſt, yea, thy 
menſe dilection and charit 
cheth ſo far, as it embracet 
n thy very enemies. Thou de- 
| thy ſelf to none; thou deſpi- 
t not any, but with a friendly 
Wick of thy hand thou inviteſt all, 
Wd entertains all; excepting only 
b, who contrary to thy will, 
das it were, whether thou wilt 
no, obſtinately and diſobedi- 
iy recedes and wanders from 
E ther 
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thee through their ſins, But 
over and above ſo immenſe 
exuberating is the abundance 
thy love, that with much long 
nimity and mildneſs thou expel 


and tarries even for ſuch as tai. 


rably wallow in their fins, to 
penance; and ſometimes ſweet 
enforces and compels rebels to 
turn to their duty, Therefore 
pleaſed to help me, O molt mile 
cordious Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
and light of love; and vouch (afet 
ſet on fire and inflame my rebei 
pus hard heart with thy love, 
benefit whereof , for thine 0 
ſake and pure love, I may be hey 
ty ſorry for my ſins and iniquiti 
and by thee I may makecondig 
ſatisfaction: ſo that I may wiſh 
a pure, humble, and loving hea 
exerciſe and practiſe vertuous 
acceptable works. Finally, by va 
| 


(31) 
te of thy preventing exciting 
race, by heſp of thy aſſiſting con- 
omitant grace, and ſubſequent allo, 
may ſo live in this preſent life by 
by love, as that being finiſhed, I 
hay attain graciouſly everlaſting 
Q fe to love thee gloriouſly. Amen. 


| CHAP. 7. 


e 


le Of the operation of the Love 
. . of God. 


Wonderfull dilection of 
Gods favour ! we are alto- 
tether unworthy and unprofitable 
Wervants, yet nevertheleſs (O moſt 
Woving and kinde Jefus Chriſt thy 
Wlenitude of love manifeſts it (elf, 
Pad worketh in thy ungracious 
and unworthy ſervants, as not to 
mention others, it hath delivered 
Td freed me miſerable finner from 
E 2 many 
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many and divers perils: This 


aſtray, thou brought me back at 
reclaimed me; when I was ignt 
rant, thou didſt inſtruct and reac 
me; whileſt I ſinned, thou patier 
ly expected my doing penance 
being proſtrated and caſt don 
thou didft raiſe me; and when 
came in to thee, thou didſt recei 
me with thy moſt bountiful pitty 
all the merit I could claim was n 


thing in compariſon to what th 


love had done. Thy love ( 


moſt ſweet and moſt loving Lot 


Jeſus Chriſt ) worketh and of 
rates in me, without hope tor 


ceive any benefit from me: 2 


bonorum meorum non eges; fora 
much as that thou ſtandeſt not 


4 
evident, becauſe that when I wen 


need of any good of mine. Ne. 


ther can I make thy love any cos 
Ligne retribution , neither can 


expreh 
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s Wpreſs or unfold it by word or 
ell eech: for thy love was ſo great 
and ſo immenſe, that thou were 
ent and didit wink even when ! 
id fin; though 1 did not abſtain 
om vice and ſin, yet didſt thou 
ſttein from ſcourges, I did per- 
ſt in many and diverſe iniquities, 
et didſt thou forbeare to take 
erenge. 
$ In every tribulation and ne- 
eſlity , thy moſt ſweet love was 
et open unto me, and the boſome 
pf thine infinite charity was un- 
Folded; neither did it reflect upon 
y indignity and demerit, but did 
elieye and ſuccour all my neceſſi- 
ies, O the work of ineſtimable 
harity ! for fo, O Lord, didſt thou 
int me, and changed my hard 
beart, that thoſe things are now 
„ bater unto me which formerly 
were ſeemingly (yet falſly) ſweet ' 
E 3 and 
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and delicious. I that did then j. 
when I did wickedly in moſt vil 
nous bulineſs, I begin now to rt 
cogitate and repreſent unto the 
in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, all u 
by- pat years: wherefore, On 
Lord jeſus Chriſt , belt Amoriſ 
who moveſt the lumpiſh earth of 
my heart, and conturbs it, heal 
be ſec ch thee its contritions 2 
ſtop its breaches, for that it is d 
ſturbed and moved. Let not th 
operation of thy moſt deliciot 
love depart from me, or rece&" 
from thy creature; let it enter in- 
to my foul and purge it from the 
dregs of ſin; let it illuſtrate and 
enlighten it with the fire and in 
centive of thy love; let it rowl 
and raiſe it out of its drou ſie ſloth. 
fulneſs; let it take from it all igno- 
rance, and teach me what 1 ought 


to do and practiſe. 
60 


= 
O moſt merciful and graci- 
us Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who tranf- 
nds all love, I am not able to 
viſe and comprehend with how 
reat charity thou haſt loved me; 
nd how freely and of pure libera. 
ty, and onely by grace, without 
ny deſert, for although I have 


| {Wivers wayes offendedchee, nor did 


Welift or give over ſinning, thou 
otwithſtanding didſt wink and 
Horbear, not haſtingto puniſh me; 
r to infli&t penalty and chaſtiſe. 
Arent on me. Vea, thou didſt look. 
„ fter me as a wandering ſheep 
hich had periſhed, to put me up- 

n thy ſacred ſhoulders, out of 

that incomprehenſible love where- 
with thou loveſt all which thou 
Jhaſt created. Therefore I give 
millions of thanks, and alſo ren- 
ders as many to thine immenſe 
love, pitty and clemency ; and I 
E 4 beg: 


36) 
beg of thee with all humility a 
fimplicity of heart, that thy le 
may never forſake me ; bur let 
remain with me, aſliſt me, at 
protect me from all perils both. 
body and ſoul: To the end, th 
living here according to thy ho 


will and good pleaſure, I may en 


ſerve thee and inceſſantly lo 
thee ; and finally may arrive tot! 
enjoyment of thy endleſs and eve 
laſting love. Amen, 


CHAP. 8. 


- Of the greaineſs of Geas Love 


to Man, 


Lthough, O my Lord God 


the world was turned a m 


lignant, or ſettled in malice, an 


U 
| 


was full of miſeries and calamitie* 


yet notwithſtanding thou didſt fc 


Out 


—— 


= So - = © my  ——- = as 
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ur ſakes ſend into this world thy 
jolt bleſſed Son. Yea, out of the 
zundance of thy love, thou didſt 
aſmit him into hell, or the low- 
parts of the earth, that from 
ience he might draw forth and 
trat his diſtreſſed . ſervants, 
or to this end and purpoſe didſt 
jou miſſionize and ſend him into 
ais world, that he being ſold 
ould ranſom and redeem us, that 

being flain ſhould revive us, 
lat he being ignomioully injured : 
ould enoble and adopt us for his 
ildren. Thou haſt then ſent thy - 
ternal Word, thou halt ſent thy 
bly Spirit, and promiſed us the 
fon of thy .bliſsfull face. And 
t any thing . ſhould be wanting 
heaven in order to our benefit, 


ou haſt employed and ſeat thy 


eſſed Angels for our ſervice to 


llicite our affairs; and moreover * 
E 5, would: 


(39) 

wouldit aſſociate mans nature 
thy divine, in unity of theſamet 
vine perſon, Thou haſt; O Lo 
freely and gratis loved us, wi 
were adjudged to death, and af 
unworthy to live, We were: 
as thieyes led to execution, fo 
much as we were haled towar 
hell, but thy more then bleſſ 
Son did intervene and became or 
ſutety, whom we ovght ever! 
bear grateſully in our memory, 
it is written, Gratiam fidei jn ſſo 
i ne obliviſcaris, dedit enim an 
mam ſuum pro te. Forget not! 
favour of thy ſurety, (why fo ?)k 
that be hath ergeged and gie 

bis liſe for thee, 
§ Thou, O my Lord Gol 
through the greatreſs of thy lo 
ha ſt not ſparcd thire-own Sort 
and orely begotten, but hait gin 
aud Celizercd him vp for us al 
Jet 


(390 
ea, thou haſt nearly allied us to 
Wy ſelf, when thou didſt inſepara- 
y unite and marry our ſiſter Hu- 
jane Nature, to thy moſt bleſſed - 
on: For ſo it is written, In cha- 
tate perpetua dilexi te, ideò at- 
axi te, miſeratus tui. I have lo- 
Wed thee with a perpetual charity, 
ad therefore have I attracted thee. 
Ind contracted with thee out of a 
ompaſlion of thee. O my Lord 
od, who art a conſuming fire of 
ve, our flicſh and blood could 
ot have been more h6nourably 
nd more gloriouſly matched or 
eſtowed: whence it followeth, 
hat if marriage between men doth 
link them, that of enemies it 
akes great friends; how much 
ught this matrimony to attract, 
nd by a {weet violence allure men 
love with inflamed affections; 
ut thou halt been gracioully 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed. inſeparably to joyne 
wedlock- our dear ſiſter , that # 
Humune Nature to thy beatific 
Son. Truly (O my Lord God) 
am that moſt ungratefull and me 
proud ſinner, who not duly po! 
dering ſo great an ingratitude if 
thy love, and not throughly co 
templating ſo admirable an unic 
or conjunction, have not diſpoſe 

ſelf to love again reciprocal 
chy Son and the holy Ghoſt , on 
God, aud one Lord; but have b 
many wayes inclined to affet 
what was evil, what was pernit 
ous and wicked; yea“, and har 
ofttimes brought them to effe6 
Oh then be pleaſed to help m 
moſt merciful and miſericordiou 
Lord, who art a moſt indulper 
Patron of Love, direct me that! 
may love thee above all, that 
may truly under ſland and com 

| prehend 


e | 
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rehend. thine infinite benefits; 
hat they may ever live in my me- 
ory, and I may be truly grateful. 
or them: and at my departure 
ercifully: grant unto me in thy 
your and love, a life everlaſting, 
men, 


CHAP. 9. 
Of the Cauſes of loving God. 


Moſt merciful Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt; if we labour in the 
ſearch of the cauſe or motive 


Wducing us to love thee; it is thou 


y ſelf, and thy method of lo- 
ing us is without mode or mea · 
re; becauſe ſince thou art infi- 
itely good without limit, and all 
r manner of living is finite and 


Wonfined, thou nevertheleſs art to 


beloved above all meaſure, 
and 
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ove which prepares and remune- 
ates our love; it is thy love 
Which with much benignity pre- 
Wcdes,with much ſweetneſs is look- 
d for, and enricheth all who finds 
t out. 

§ 2. It gives it ſelf for merit, 
t keeps and conceives it ſelf for 
he reward of the Saints, and layes 
Wc ſelf out for the redemption of 
aptives, If thy Merit be ſoughe 
ter, it is the main matter by rea- 
on that th firſt loved us. Where. 
ore it is both. meet and. juſt that 
re (bould make return of our 
'Woves, and love thee again, eſpeci- 

ly if we would with an humble 
Nerout minde covet and deſire thy 
ſercy, thy free love, thy unex- 
Red favour thy invincible meck- 
eſs and ſtupendious ſweetneſs 
nd delight, For wliat other things 
et the prementioned, matures 


ly: 


(44) 

ly conſidered, cauſe (O moſt kind 
and more then amiable Lord jeſ 
Chrift , but raviſh and unbowe 
the ſoul of him who duly ponder 
them, powerfully and vehement 
affects and allures us; in fine, th 
cauſe one to contemn all thing 
but thy ſelf O Lord. Thy true 
love, O moſt clement Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt cannot be idle and vacant 
but is-propoſed his reward whit 
is a beginner; promiſed to hin 
that makes progreſs , and rendred 
to him who per/evererh, The ſou], 
O Lord, which truly loveth thee, 
ſeeks not after, nor looketh for 
other reward of her love, then thi 
ineſtimable ſelf , or if ſhe doth re 
quire or expect any other remv 
neration , in very deed ſhe loyetd 
thee not at all. 

$ 3.. O moſt meek Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, I am that moſt perverie 
| ſinnet 
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ner, who miſprizing and under- 
ſuing thee , bath placed the af+ 
ion of my heart on tranſitory, 
in, and periſhing objects; and 
ithall my ſoul have loved ſuch 
ings which I could not keep or 
aſerve. Help me, O moſt meek 
Word Jeſus Chriſt, who art a ſtout 
Wd ſtrong Amoriſt, direct my 
art that I may love and affect 
ce fo paſſionately, as contemn- 
gearthly and worldly things, I 
Wy wholly relinquiſh and forſake 
hem, as things uoprofitable, as 
ings truly not valuable, but pre- 
adicial and obnoxious. Thar I 
ay perfectly & perpetually hate 
y ſins, that I may be truly ſorry 
d penitent for what is paſt, that 

vertue of the help of thy love, 
may make a condigne ſatisfacti- 
a, and avoid heteaſter all evil, all 
eo, and iniquity whatſoever, Fi- 
nally 


(46) 

nally grant and enable me, tt 
with a moſt ſincere love In 
ſerve and pleaſe thee in ſuch m 
ner, that in the concluſion I 
purchaſe and poſſeſs thy immon 
love and dilection for all eterni 
Amen, 


CHAP, 10. 


In what manner God 1 to 
be loved. 


T is no wonder, O my Lt 

God, if an Infidel or Paini 
loveth thee not, for that he h 
no knowledge of thee, But w 
ſha'l ſay of my ſelf, thy mid 
able creature and miſcreant, in 
gard that Ido acknowledge tht 
and hold thee not onely for t 
free giver-and authour of my li 
the. moſt bountiful Adminiſtrat 


fo 


(47) 


moſt pious Comforter , the 
pſt carefull Governour thereof; 
alſo over and above, for the 
ſt Plentiful Redeemer, the Eter- 


= Conſervatour, Enricher and. 


orifier thereof, Juſtice and na- 
al Reaſon dictates, exacts, and 

mands urgently, that I ſhould 
ally give and dedicate my ſelf 
love to thee, from whom I 
jolly poſſeſs and enjoy my ſelf. 
id truly if I owe my ſelf in the 
ole unto thee , for that thou 


Wit made me, I have greater ob- 


ation to love thee, for that thou 


nig remade and mended me; nei- 


1 


ral 
[ 


t didſt thou with ſo much facili- 


reforme me, as thou didſt forme 


: becauſe in once ſpeaking 
du didſt frame me, but in the re- 
ir of me thou haſt ſpoken many 

es, and many things; thou haſt 


hieved wonderfull things, en- 
dured. 


(48') 

dared many hard things; and: 
onely haſt thou ſuffered: prie 
things, but haſt born mildly m 
grand indignities and diſgrace 
my ſake. 

$ 2. O moſt loving and ki 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who art 
love, what retribution ſhallI m 
thee for all thy benefits whi 
thou haſt conferred on me? 
thy firſt work of the Creation tl 
beſtowed upon me my ſelf, b 
the other of Redemption, t! 
haſt given thy ſelf to me; 
hereby ia making a donation 
thy ſelf to me, thou haſt reſto 
and delivered me up to my 
Being then given and rendred b 
again, I owe my ſelf for my se 
ſo that I am twice a debtor, W. 
now ſhall I retribute and ret 
thee for theſe things, for wet 
in my power to repay and ren 


II 
e 
m 
2 


(49) 


ſelf infinite times, yet I am 
thing compared unto thee, O 
cd Jeſus Chrift, who refreſheth 
gviſhing ſouls ; would I make 
of the underftanding thou haſt 
en me (as my bounden duty re- 
ires) I ſhould clearly and mani- 
ly behold after what manner, 
„how without mode and mea- 
ethou haſt meritted to be loved 
me thy creature. Thou who 
t beforehand with me in thy 
e, thou] ſay, who art ſo grand 
erſonage , who ſo freely with» 
tany deſert, who ſo much as is 


Wove all expreſſion didſt love me, 
Wliccle, ſo ungrateful, and ſuch a 
"We as no tongue can ſet forth my 
Noerty, miſery, and my nothing. 


now, O Lord, that thy charity 
han immenſe extention , and 
initely Cheweth forth it ſelt, for- 


auch as thou art both immenſe 


| infinite, $ 3 Tell 


(50) 

6 3 Tell me then, O Lon 
humbly beſeech thee , whatn 
ner of end and degree ought th 
to be of my love? For my he 
O Lord, is not a free or gratu 
love, but is repaid, and beingt 
itisa due debt. 'O molt clem 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who doſt t 
by love thy friends, extend I 
unto me miſerable ſinner thyt 
uberating and overflowing | 
that I may love thee according 
the dignity of thy gracious | 
and agreeable to the utmoſt of 
power, though it falls far ſhor 
what is due. For although | 
not able to pay as much as! 
indebted to thee, yet can It 
poſſibly ſtrain further then 
ability reacheth , but I may bet 
abled to do more, if thou ſſ 
deigne to give more, yet n 
proportionably to what 

wot 


[ 
| 


(51) 
orth and prerogative of thy de. 
ts juſtly claims. Grant me 
erefore thy molt loving love, 


bereby through thy donation 1 


y love and be enamoured of 
; that I may pleaſe thee, that 
nay ſerve thee, that I may fulfill 


Wy commands, and that I may 


ver be ſeparaced or ſequeſtred 


Im thee in this life nor the life 


come, but that I may remaine 
erlaſtingly glued and united to 
by love. Amen. 


rn. 


Df a three: fold manner or way 
of loving God. 


4 \ Thou immenlity of Love! 


[ 
1 


50 


molt ſweet Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
doctrinate and teach me after 
lat manner and in what faſhion 
I 


(52) 

I ſhould love thee , ſhew m 
favourable remonſtrance of t 
grace and mercy, that I may! 
thee ſweetly, prudently and 
antly : ſweetly, left through bitty 
neſs and amarulency I be averte 
prudently,lefſt I be gutlefully enſ 
red and catched in an ambuſca( 
valiantly, left that I ſuffer oppn 
ſion, ſo that I may never any u 
ner of wayes be drawn or entic 
from thy love, either by the pc 
and glory of the world, or by 
voluptuous allurements of 
fAeiſh. Inſtruct me, O Lord, tl 
who art Wiſdom, that I may uf 
be ſeduced by the Spirit of lyes: 
errour; ſhine bright in my mi 
thou who art Verity, that by: 
verſities and ſcandals I be not i 
leſted and troubled, Strength 
and comfort me thou who 1 


Vertue and Fortitude , leſt I faint: 
{l 


þ 
5 : 


de 


(53) 


d make defailance in thy ſervice. 
thy Charity inflame my zeal, 
Science direct my knowledge, 
| let thy Conſtancy fortifie my 
vofes and intendments; that 
ng armed with the prementi- 
| things, and atrayed with 
e acouterments, I may in thy 
prove fervent, wary, and im- 


pnable, and not ſlack or'floth- 
l. not void of diſcretion , nor 


0 | 


fas 2. Be thou (O my Lord) 
F 


filanimous or faint- hearted, but 


at I may love thee my God with 


ll and entire affection of heatt, 


t I may love thee with all the 
zilancy and circumfpeRtion of 


aſon : finally, that I may love 
e with all might and fortitude, 
omuch that I dread not even to 
ofe my life. and dye for thy 
e, who for the love of me 


tchlafed to dye. 


ſweet 


(54) 

ſweet and delicious to my afﬀet 
on againſt all the adulterated ( 
lights and fallacious allureme: 
ot a carnal life. Let thy ſolid: 
ſweetneſs vanquiſh all deceit 
falſe delic®uſneſs and complac 
cy, after ſuch manner as one 
drives out another, Be thou, 
beſeech thee, a previous foregai 
light to my Intellect, a guide. 
ro, my Reaſon; not onely to 
ware.of the ſnares and traps 
deceitful Hereticks, and to vit 
cate.the Verity of Faith from ti 
fraudulent proceedings; but 
to enable me to decline and eſcł 
all excelſive indiſcreet eagen 
and animoſity in my converſati 
For thou, O Lord, art Wiſd 
and it is thy pleaſure to be lo 
wiſely not onely ſweetly, ot! 
wiſe the Spirit of errour will ei 
fallifie and illude my zea), if Ir 


(55) 

ſcience, For what > do I not 
w full well, O Lord, that the 
ty fiend hath no ſuch power- 
ngine to ſubvert the love in 
heart, then if he can compaſs 
bring about that I walk 
ein incauteouſly, and without 
'Moevide of Reaſon, deſtitute of 

dence. 
3. O my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
art of Lovers the Fortitude, 
peh and Fortreſs, grant that 
valiant, courageous, and con- 
to love; neither ſhrinking at 
urs, or flinching from labors, 
ne love thee, O Lord, who art 
 Witrength , foraſmuch' as thou 
y Firmament, Refuge, and 
tuary , my Redeemer, my 
, my Adjutour and helper : 
Wart a Love eternall , a Love 
eminent and tranſcending, of 
greatneſs there is no end 
F 2 nor 


(56) 
nor bound; a Love of whoſe 
dom there is no number nor 
{ure ; a Love whoſe peace ſu 
ſeth all ſenſe. Let me love 
O Lord, I bumbly and earn 
beg of thee, not onely in wot( 
lip expreſſions, but in very 
and verity; ſo being furn 
with thy grace jn this preſent| 
I may by thy gracious favor 
rive to the neyer ending glo 
all thy beloved friends who le 


thee entirely and eternally, A 


CHAP. 12. 


E xplicates what it 1s to lowt| 
with all ones heart. 


O love thee with all 
heart (O moſt clement, 
ciful Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who 
the immenſity of love) is not! 
ca 


(57) 

ried away and abduced by flat- 

ies or blanditious enticements 

Icharms ; it is, not to be ſedu- 

| and withdrawn by frauds and 

lacies, and not to be broken and 

Whected by injuries and affronts , 

to love thee ſo entirely with 

the heart, as the heart byaſs 

, nor is inclined ſo much to 

dilection of any other thing 

tothe love of thee, nor doth 

ght or taketh complacency in 
ything elſe , more then in thy 

f, For he loveth thee not, who 

mits of any corrival with thee, 

gives way to any other love 

nich is not in order to thee, for 

ou mayelt jultly claim all, who 

adeſt all, and framedſ the whole 

an, O Lord, thou oughteſt to 

beloved with all the heart, by 

titles both of Creations, and Re- 

ien (as 1 may ſo term it) or 
4 F 3 Ke- 7 


Y LY 
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Redemption z for in as much 
thou haſt formed man, he 
debtour to thy love; and fo 
much as thou haſt repaired! 
he oweth him ſelf to thy love; 
ſo much more is he indebte 
thy love more then to- himſe| 
how much greater thou art 
ſurpaſſes man, for purchal: 
whom thou haſt given and laid 
thy ſelf, 

§ 2: O moſt benigne, lon 
and kinde Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
art a love immenſe, and unme 
rably ſpacious and broad ſpre 
ing; break, cruſh, and mollifi 
moſt-hard and obdurate heart. 
if it be not in a capacity to bet 
vated unto that pure ſublime | 
which relateth purely unto, 
ſolely eyes. thy Divinity, atk 
bow and bring it unto a pure 
{ible love; l mean, O Lord, to 


(59) 
uch re of thy bleſſed fleſh, and to 
hat therein thou haſt atchieved 
dordained ; that I may willing- 
hearken unto all things pertain- 
g thereunto, ſtudiouſly read 
em, frequently call them to 
inde , ſweetly meditate upon 
em, devoutly contemplate thee 
eached and announced, either in - 
y Nativity, or in-thy ſucking In- 
ncy ; either in thy Doctrine, or 
a thy Faſt and penal: auſterities; 
ither in thy Sermons; or working 
Miracles; either in thy bitter 
ore Meath and ſacred dolorous Paſſi- 
n; either in thy joy full Reſurre- 
tion, or glorious Aſcenſion; or 
rally, thy coming to Judgement 
Wn dreadfull- Majeſty. By this 
jeans ſhall my minde be pirt- in 
Wy love, ſo as I may avoid and 
Wetelt all vicious carnalicies, ſhun 


ad flee all alluring enticements, 
F 4 extir· 


(60) 
extirpate and root up all evil n 
lignant defires or concupiſcenciech 
in a word, it may refreſh or rec uit 
ate it ſelf in thee, and feed up 
the honey ſweet and moſt delia 
ous love of thee. 
$ 3. I am not ignorant , ( 
Lord, that by vertue of thy lo 
all carnal life is baniſhed, the work 
and worldly vanities receive a ti 
ket of defiance ; and that by bene 
fit of thy love is ingendred aj 
ritual life, and brought up to i 
height and perfection, in fac 
manner, that in all things wherein 
it is behooful ſhe bath feeling oi 
ſenſibility, ſhe hath a ſenſe and ſenh 
timent of thee , ſhe is eftabliſhediFy 
in true faith, her purity is conſerſhi 
ved, diabolical circumventions auh 
prevented, and the practice « 
vertue is increaſed and advance 
Let then thy love (I beſeech = 
ave 


4 


. 


( 


(61 ) 
Fave dominion and bear ſway over 
eie, and never hereafter depart 
nom me; but in ſuch manner ever 
ooyerne, preſerve, and order my 
ee here, that through thy aid and 
Wracious aſſiſtance, in thy King- 
Pom, love to me may prove life 
erlaſting. Amen. 


| 


mk ' 
CHAP. 13. 


What it is to love God with all 
the Soul. 


r Hou art worthy to be belo- 
ved (O my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

de plenitude of all love) with all 
Wy ſoul , that is to ſay, faithfully 
thou did love us; in regard 
bou rather madeſt choice to have 

y ſoul. divorced and ſeparated 
om thy body, then to caſt off, or 
t with our diſtreſſed ſouls, For 
A 


(64) 
he is derided and ſcoffed and tale Wt 
no notice thereof. No treaſure ij 
comporable or can ſtand in com. 
petition with the love of the ſoul. 
Man is ignorant of the due eſti-h 
mate and value, ſeeing all the 
Goldin the world in compariſon 
of it, is but as a little ſand, With- 
out love the Rich man is poor, 
and with it the Poor man is very 
rich; for as much as he who lo. 
veth God with all his ſoul, is in 
poſſeſſion of whom he loveth: 
for it were not poſlible to love 
one truly, unleſs he did enjoy i 
whom he loved. Thy Love, Of 
Lord, is not employed by any 
other love , neither doth it admit 
any commerce with any other im- 
pertinent love, The truth is, they 
are inconſiſtent , true ſolid things 
are not compatible with thing: 
vain and counter eit; celeſtial co- 

heres 
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heres not with periſhing terrege 
things ; ſpiritual agreeth not with 


arnal ; oor that which is ſove; 
ing ſupreme, is compeſiible. or 


— able with what i is loweſt and 


noſt abject. 
$ 3. O moſt clement Lord Je. 
1s Chriſt , the incomprehenſible 
uthour and infuſer of love, I moſt 
zretched (inner repleniſhed with 
|| iniquity , have not loved thee 
ith all my ſoul, yea, which is 
noſt damnable and prejudiciall 
nto me, having miſprized and re- 
inquiſned thy love, I have placed 
y affection upon worldly, vain, 
oxious, and pernicious objects: 
ſomuch as this lamentable and 
iſerable love will bring and in- 
me into à perpetuall ha tred 
averſion, except thine infinite 
ercy interpoſe, and thine infinite 
ve diſdains not to ſuccour and 
relieve 


(66) 
relieve me. Wherefore I beſeech 
thee, let thy glorious love advance 
in me, whereby may be attractel 

«dd drawn tothee with a-defianc 
of this ttanſitory love, to theend, 
I may perpetually and ever abid; 
in thy holy love, Amen. 


CHAP. 14: 


Explaineth what it is to love Gul 
with all ones inde, 


Oſt holy Lord Jeſus Chriſ, 
the vety height, tickling 
top, and exaltation of love, we 
are bound to love thee with al 
our minde ; that is to ſay , witl 
good remembrance , . perpetual| 
and perſeverantly ; fothat all th 
feculties', powers, and ſenſes d 
man „namely, the Will , Under 
Randing Memory, and their of 


(6) 
rations', ; wholly: wait and attend 
thee, But- ifcin other dile. 
| and love they beentertain- 
ed and preoccupied , it appeates 
now that he loveth not thee with 
with his whole Minde, who is fo 
employed and prepoſſeſſed: for it 
is written; Omni tempore diligit, qui 
amicus et. Such manner of love 
then is a band, a line and. glue of 
the whole man, unit ing him, and 
tying him unto thee with. an indiſ- 
ſolvable knot ; becauſe love is a 
certain mutual force, Ad an alpu+ 
tanative power, moving and con- 
joyning the higheſt things with 
the loweſt:, and making the leaſt 
and meaneſt inferiour things firm- 
ly-to adhere to the better and ſu. 
5 Jberiour thing which layeth uppet« 
moſt; in ſuch manner, as a ſoul 
Y ſo joyned and tloſed up with ſuch 
eue, mayſay unto thee, Dilecta: 
me us 


68 ) 
mens mibi & ego illi: My beloved 


to me, and I to him: My beloved 


is wholly mine, and I am totally 
his. Sq great,fo powerful is a love 
proceeding from the whole mind, 
that 2 ſoul united unto thee by 
ſuch. glue of love, neither by 


pain nor corment , neither by fire # 


nor ſword, nor any otber puniſh- 


ment can be ſevered and ſepars- 


ted from thee, unleſs the iniquity 


or impurity of mortall ſin inter- 


venes and comes betwixt. What 
ſaid I? yea, O Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
the harbout of Lovers, ſooner may 
the hand be taken from the arme, 
and the head moved from the 
ſhoulders, then a ſoul united and 
wedded unto thee by ſueh glue of 
affection, can by any wayes be 
divorced from thee; Things which 
are conjoyned with ſtrong glue 
are ſooner and Rs: 

re and 
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nd ſevered in any other place 
en in the cloſe or joynture: even 
ſoit is with ſuch a ſoul, as per ſpi- 
zouſly and clearly is to be ſeen in 
by holy Martyrs ; who by no tor- 
ures and pains could be drawn 
om, nor ſo much as a little be 
ſequeſtred from thy love; ſooner 
night the foot be ſeparared from 
the leg, or the head from the 
houlders , then they. be divorced 
from thy love. 

O dilection IO charity! how 
great how ſtrong is thy bond 
where with God Almighty could 
be bound > O moſt holy, O molt 
gentle Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Artificer 
of love ! this cord tyed thee ſo faſt 
to the Croſs, that all the ropes 
and cables in the univerſall world 
could not, nor were of force to 
have bound. Love (O moſt be- 
nigne Lord 1) which flowes _ 
the 


(70) 

the Minde, is the the tripple con 
which can hardly be broken ; Tr 
plex funiculut qui difficile rum 
tur. For as much we are bout 
to love thee with all our heart, thi 
is, by our Underſtanding. witha 
errour. With all our ſoul, I mei 
with the Will without contrad 
Qiion. With all the Minde, tt 
is to ſay, by the Memory withoi 
oblivion or forgetfulneſs: O m 
mercifull Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
moſt bountiful and moſt pow 
giver of love, grant unto meth 
grace of loving thee, with all n 
Heart, with all my Soul, and wit 
all my Minde; that I may never! 
divorced from thee, but perpe 
ally abide and remain with thee! 
perfect love and charity. Amen, 


(71) 
CHAP. 15. 


Sheweth that Love is the ſtrong 
Armonr of the Soul, or the Souls 
Armour of proof. 


| MY being fortified with the 

buckler and armour of love 
(moſt indulgent Lord Jeſus Chriſt} 
Win the combat of temptation ſtan- 
deth immoveable, invincible, and 
noſt ſtedfaſt; na wayes afraid a- 
cbougb the whole army of Devils 


nEſhould: encounter with him. For 


'Fthou, O moſt holy Lord Jeſus, art 
Ja ſtrong Ad jatour, anda valiant 
Defender, who will ſtand to and 
by a man that hath love; by res- 
on that thou thy ſelf art love, and 
he who keeps his ſtanding in love, 
ſtands with thee. Thou doſt alſo 

iſſiſt one who loves as a true and 
faith- 


(72) 

faithfull friend and confederate, 
who willingly aids his friend and 
protects him, as it is written, Cx. 
ſlodit Dominus omnes diligeutes ſi 
& omnes peccatores diſperdit: Ou 
Lord doth guard all thoſe why 
loves him, and will deſtroy all fin 
ners or prevaricators , that is, al 
infernal Devils, or peſtilent pern: 
cious men, But, O Lord, it fareti 
not ſo with other vertues, becauſ 
if any one doth a thing without 
love or charity, thou art notk 
preſent to him, or ſo readily a 
to his help. True love in thee, ( 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt (moſt true lo 
ver)renders a man unconquerabl: 
for on all ſides it guards and pre 
teas him, which no other vertu 
is able to performe but onely i 
part : For example , Abſtine 
defends a man onely from Gluttc 
ny, Modeſty preſeves from Luz 

1 
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ry, and ſo of the reſt, Yea, I ſay 
vi more, other vertues without love 
or charity, defends the one (ide, 
and on the other fails and falls 
dowo, whileſt from his action and 
work ariſeth boaſting or vain glo- 
ry , as evidently may be made to 
"Nl appear in Alms and Faſting, which 
ae not available or meritorious, 
Jonleſs thy love bath the conduct 
ind perfecting of them. 

S8 Nence it is that Sathan with 


Yall might and main endeavours to 


Nl aſſault and invade this Fort of 
love: for put caſe that we be 
chaſte , or that chaſtity be. in us 
without love, he fears nothing, for 
that he hath no preſſures in the 
Joes, ſo that he cannot fall by 
luxury or carnality. As for Abſti- 
dence he dreads it not, why ſo? 
for that he uſeth not meat or cor- 
porai ſuſtenance, who is not urged 
with 


— 


(74) 
with any corporal neceſſities. Na. 
ther is he afraid in the diſtribution 
of worldly ſubſtance, or giving of 
almes, if love be abſent, for that 


he needs no ſubſidies of riches. But 
he greatly fears in us true love, 
wherewith we love thee, and our 
neighbours; he ever envies con. 
cord and unity, for as much as the 
love which we enjoy upon earth, 
he not willing to keep, fell from 
heaven. Thy love, O Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who art moſt worthy to 
be loved, beats back and repells all 
temptations, which no other ver- 
tue doth , for other vertues may 
conſiſt with ſinne, be deprived of 
their forme and life , and be in- 
form , not meritorious of life or 


| 


eternal glory, 'as the Moral ver. g 
tues were in the Philoſophers ; and 
therefore are no ſafeguard to keep 4 
2nd defend us from all fins or tem- 
ptations: 


(75) 


Neations: But thy love is contrary 
all ſin, and reſiſts all temptati- 
n, yea, and yields neither co 
eath, nor to any torment , it is 
t to be conquered, no, but gains 
ory and wins triumph over 
th. This true dilection and 
ve gracioully grant unto me, O 
2rd Jeſus Chriſt, who art the life 
d vigour of lovers, that with 
lee I may live in love for all eter- 
ty, Amen, 


CHAP. 16. 


eclares that by Love ſins are re- 


mitted and pardoned. 


O high and mighty is the pow- 
Per of love (O ſuperamiable, 
d more then beloved Lord Jeſus 
riſt) that by it ſins are remitted 
N forgiven : for there is not 1 
in 


\ C1. 
fin which by love is n0tpatdel! 
no fault ſo grievons, no offence {; 

enormous, which is not expelle 
by the approach and advent d 
thy love; what blemiſh ſo filth 
and ugly, ſo naked and inveterat 
which thy love and charity dot 
not aboliſh and raze out? Ar 
why > becauſe thy love is contr 
to mortal (in, and is incompatibl 
therewith. Thy true and genuin 
love being endued with that vet 
tue to expell and deſtroy fin, afte 
that manner as heat driveth ai 
cold; but the like cannot beſii 
of any other vertue. What ha 
been ſaid may be evidenced in thi 
Bleſſed penitent St. Mary Mat 
dalen, who abounded with ſo ma 
ſins, and yet notwithſtanding | 
the benefit of love all were p 
doned, becauſe the mouth of ve 
ty have uttered, that remstruninc 


(77) 


le: peccats multa quoniam dilexit 
VE m/t4m : that is, Many finnes are 
(Wforgiven her, becauſe ſhe loveth 
nuch; for although ſhee wept 
abundantly , waſhed his feet with 


her tears, wiped them wich her 


hair, kiſſed and anointed his ſacred 


t; yet the remiſſion of her (irs 


Ws not aſcribed unto them, but at- 


= 


mm. OI = =, =» ST > rt = 


ributed ſoly to love; becauſe 
ithout love they had no merit, 
or were beneficial, but they were 
rtain ſignes and ſparks of fire, 
repared and bred by love: which 
ere, OLord, ſo far forth grateful 
Into thee, foraſmuch as they were 
dy loves command ingendred ; 
or ſhe did love indeed very much, 
vr that (he loved with all her 


Peart, with all her foul, with all 


1 


f 


ter minde, which is manifeſtly pa- 
ntin thoſe ſymptomes and de- 
nonſtrations of love ſhe held 

G forth 


(78) 
Forth and ſhewed; for ſhe low 
thee above all things, but naffife 
too much, becauſe, O-Lord, tho 
canſt not be loved too much: ye 
the mode of loving thee is withouh 
mode and meaſure, 

§ And herein appears the ex 
cellency, nobility, and worth oi 
this love, for that it is not to 
loſt by any exceſs, neither can it 
increaſe prove vicious, but re 
dounds to greater commodity nic 
benefit. On the contrary, a mat 
my nevertheleſs faſt too excel 
lively, give almes above ability 
pray too much, and hope mot! 
then he ought, Your Moral Ve 
tues alſo, if they tranſcends a meat 
and mediocrity , becomes ſinful 


and peccant, O moſt clemeny * 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the beſt of lo 
vers, I wicked and wretched ſinne 
revolving theſe things in my min 1 
fine 


(79) 
ndes that neither mentally not 
really by work, T have accompliſh- 
d them; but that farre eſtranged 
ſtom true love and charity , and 
jholly frozen in coldnefs , 1 have 
oiſpent miſerably my time in in- 
omerable ſins and vices. Be thou 
plenſed to ſſiſt and help me, O 
nolt mercifull: Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ho art an immenſe fountain of 
"Flove: and that thou wouldſt gra- 
ouſly pardon and give me a ple- 


nary indulgence of my ſinnes and 

reſpaſſes, vouchſafe to infufe into 
ny foul thineeverlaſting love. A- 
Fen, 


CHAT. 17. 


Demonſtrates that Love is the moſt 
direct, right , and ready way, to 
come to the enjoyment of God. 

* love, (O moſt loving 


and benigne Lord ſeſus Chriſt, 
G 2 who 
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who art the remuneration of lo 
is the moſt direct and readieſt wy 
to come unto thee; nejtber is au 
other vertue needfull, in the pt 
ctiſe whereof there may be obi 
quities and deviations, It is lon 
and charities prerogative which. 
the right way that; leads to th 
celeſtial counttey: other vertu 
may be inform, or devoid of li 
and conſiſt with fin, or nat be d 
ſtroyed thereby. There may ati 
vain glory from their acts, which 
as winde, blows on the paſfange 
yea, often impetuouſly drives 6 
into the chaos of hell. For it my 
happen that he who undertake 
long and tedious pilgrimage , 
he who by auſterities mortifies anf* 
chaſtiſes the body, or he ml 
bountifally diftributes and give 
alwes,' ofitimes is aſſaulted , 
driven with the gales and iry a 
| wind 


(81) 
indes of pride and vain glory; 
nd ſo whilſt they perſwade them - 
elves they are bonn and failing 
owards penance, they fall into 
be gulf of hell, Wherefore, O 
Word Jefus Chrift, who art the en- 
Wertainer of love, and the piver 
ereof, Faſting, Prayer, and Alms. 
Weeds are not always infallible,and 
rer the right way, but Love and 
barity without all peradventure, 
tie moſt direct way, without 
Woy dy-way, turning, or deviation: 
eis the ſhorteſt way without any 
ediouſneſs; it is the plain way 
ithout hillock or rubbe; it is 
he clear way without cloud or 
Warkneſs , it is a ſecure way with- 
Wot peril ; it is a pleaſant way ac- 
Sompanied with a good compani. 
mn; with thee, O Lord, I mean, 
moſt loving guide and convoy. 
is the way to come to ecternall 
G 3 glory, | 


(82) 

glory, which will not-ſuffer one 
decline to the right hand of pre 
ſperity, nor permit one to go un. 
to the /eft hand of adverſity. 

§ This way of love, O Lo 
Jeſus Chriſt, eternal guide of love 
is the true way, no feigned or ſeen 
ing way. It is a cordial not ver 
bal way; a. fruit ful way, not 
vain idle way; a way not one! 
of words but of deeds; a wi 
which is cautious and circumſped 
not improvident or precipitou! 
prudent not fooliſh , in ſuch ſa 
as the perſon is loved, his fat 
refuſed: It is the Kings great wi 
no ſmall path,inſomnch as it git 
its life. for his friends, A:conlta 
way, not a momentary.tranſie! 
way, as thou, O Lord, in thee 
didſt make remonſtrance: ſo 
much as loving thine, thou d 


love them at the end, and to 
e 


(83) 

end of thy life. If any then (O 
lord Jeſus Chriſt, moſt conſtant 
lover) will with ſpeed arrive to 
the celeſtiall countrey and kings 
dome, he muſt walk in the way of 
„love and Charity; becaufe that he 
vbo loveth moſt ardently , ſhall 
make the greateſt baſte, and ſoons 
eſt arrive and finiſh his journey. 

$. O moſt merciful Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who through thy exceſſive 
ore haſt compaſſion even of thoſe 
who -do not reciprocally comply 
in love; I confeſs my love hath 
been naught, perverſe, and falſe, 
for that it» was not cordiall but 


verbal, not unfeigned but feigned. 


ve defended my friends in theit 
eil vickedneſs and iniquities, and fo 
M have not hated the wicked and un- 
godly, I have loved fortune and 
proſperity , which having paſſed 
and turned, I have changed my ab. 
G 4 fecti- 


(84) 
ſection. Pardon me, O moſt holy 
Lord Jeſus,O moſt merciful Amo. 
rift, vouchſafe to forgive me, ac 
grant graciouſly unto me ſo mach 
grace to love thee, that having Wi 
relinquiſhed and renounced al 
vain fond affection diſpleaſing un 
to thee, I may love thee above ll, 
and that a ſſiduouſly and with cov 
ſtancy; ſo that I be not for a mo. 
ment ſeparated or divorced fron 
thy love, but remain and duel 
therewith and therein, for ever aui 
ever. Amen, | 


CHAP. 18. 


T hat Love obtaineth of God all 
juſt requeſts. 


12 and dilection (O mok 
clement Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who art love it ſelf ) readily ani 
| with 
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och eaſe obtains what it requeſts 
. Pad beggeth of thee, Why ſo? 
ecauſe thou willingly giveſt ear, 
od graciouſly granteſt the peti. 
oss of ſuch as truly loveth thee: 
r it is written, Dilexi, quoniam 
xaudies Domine vocem Orationis : 
hatis to ſay, I know I have loved 
hee , becauſe thou wilt hear the 
ice of my prayer; ſo exuberant 
nd overflowing a love is thine, 
) moſt ſweer Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
tho art a ſpiritual Lover, that 
oth not onely conferre and grant 
piritual graces to him that loveth 

e, but alſo heapeth upon him 
mporal bleſſings and goods, as 
lou thy felf have fpoken: If ye 
ey my commanas that ye love your 
rd aud ſerve him with all your 
| tarts, with ail your ſoul and minde, 
i will give you rain early and late, 
18 Je may gather "the fruits of 
| G J Wie 


Lu 
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wine, and v1, and hay, out of ye 

_ - fields, Thou ſheweſt moreow: 
and extendeſt thy favours and-met 
cies to the lover. of thee, accord. 
ing to that of holy Writ; Facin 
miſericordiam in millia millium i 
qui diligunt me: Doing mer 

upon thouſand of thouſands 1 
thoſe who loves me. I hou inſuſel 
alſo thy wiſdom on him who love 
as it is written, Tau eſt altiſſinu 
C> ſapientiam ſuam (id eſt datun 
ſuum) prebet diligenti ſe: Ones 
moſt high who doth: beſtow his 
wiſdom ( that i hi grace ) upot 
Rim who loves him. This is not 
all. Thou dok give, and that . 
derally alſo doſt grant joy and 
oladit ſs to him. who loveth thee, 
according to that Scripture: D- 
li viſti juſtitiam, & odiſti iniquita- 
tem, prepterea nnxit te Deus, Dew 


1654 we la ie: Thou haſt loved 


juſtice. 


— 
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juſtice , and hated iniquity , for 
which reaſon, Goa, and thy Ged, 
hath anointed thee. with the o of 
gladneſs, | | 
$ Thou doft then, O Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt (moſt bountifull remu- 
neratour of thy lovers) favourably 
hears, .and liberally imparts many 
good things and graces to them 
that loveth and are entirely affect. 
ed unto thee. But it fareth not ſo 
with them who neither do, nor 
will make demonſtration of love 
unto thee : for thou giveſt not 
audience-to ſuch , but rather arc 
provoked to indignation, when 
ſuch beggeth any thing of chee, 
When an undeſervingand unwor- 
thy per ſon is employed to ſuppli- 
cate and to make interceſtion, it is 
Vorſe, and exaſperates the minde 
of the party offended. | 
o gott merciful Lord, how 
oſtea 


(85) 
ofcen have I offended and prove 
ked thee? becaufe being a moſt 
unworthy wretch and moſt wickel 
ſinner , I have preſumed to beg 
and ask many things of thee, who 
was not worthy the leaft of thy 
mercies; for that I did not love 
heartily and in very deed, but one- 
ly verbally and vocally , whencel 
rather meritted hatred then love, 
puniſhment then glory: But never. 
theleſs I confide in thine unſpeak- 
able love, O moſt holy Lord Jeſu 

Chriſt, who art an ineshauſtible 

fountaine of love, which I humbly 

tep not to divert from me, but 

graciouſly and clemently give un. 

fo me, to the end thou mayeſt in- 

flame my cold heart ſo to love 

thee, that miſprizing and deſpiſing 
all tranſitory and periſhing love 
of this miſetable life, I may be 
through a daily, conſtant eontem. 
plation, 


(89) 

Wplation, never ending, but ever. 
laſting, be elevated unto thee by a 
pute and permanent love in thee, 
amen. 


CHAP. 19, 


Demsuſtrates that the love of God 
defends and deliver us from all 
evil. 


on art a faithful true friend 

O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, moſt 
gilant Amorift) who doſt guard, 
te, and defend fuch as lovetht 
hee from all evils and perils, This 
bou haſt made manifeſt in thy 
nt Daniel, who loved thee 

th all his heart; he being caſt 
into the den of Liom was drawn: 
"bum ouched through thy pro- 
tion, and ſet at his full liberty, 
'bereupon he ſaid, Reewdaturt cs = 


( 90.) 
mei Domine, & non dereliquiſti m 
Thou wert mindefull of me, 0 
Lord, and didſt. not forſake nt 
Thou doſt then, O Lord, deli 
him who loveth thee from evil, an 
from the aſſaults of the inferni 
Lion; yea, and reſcues me fron 
bim without any dammage. An 
foraſmuch as amoſt faithful friend 
thou doſt free and guard from i 
miſchief, the Prophet cryeth o 
in the name and perſon of ever 
one who loveth-thee, Diligami 
Domine, fort itudo mea, &. I wil 
love thee, O Lord, who art u 
ſortitude. The Lord is my Strengil 
Firmament, and my Redeemer. G 
i my Adjutour and helper , in his 
will hope. He «© ny Protecton 
the Horn of my ſalvation and ſafi 
ty; he i my Saſeguard and Ki 
criver, 
O moſt; mercifu} Lord Jeu 
Chril 


(93) 
Chriſt, unſpeakable ſweetneſs of 
love z thy. love. is altogether in. 
eſtimable, and above all prize or 
eſtimate, which helpeth a ſinner, 
and defends and ſhelters him. For 
when a miſerable (inner offends, 
through ſome evil /#ggeſtzon, or 
bad thought, thou art to him that 
loveth thee his fartitude, to keep 
out or beat back the cogitation. 
And if the ſinner proceeds further 
to de/ight ; thou att ehen his for. 
treſs, that the delectation prevail- 
ech got. But when the ſinner will 
looſen the reins to conſent , thou, 
O Lord, becomes a refuge unto 
him te give. contradiction there- 
onto: Yea, when be ſhall come 
lo far as to defend his faults, thou, 
O Lord, art his Redeemer and de- 
erer, that he abhorreth that 2 
city and inſolency. If he will 
u ecretly commit ſinne, thou (who 
| art 


= 2 eo» © = 


— © 
EI == 


— = 


= - 
— 


(92) 

irt every where preſent) art hj 
helper , that he doth not fall into 
it, And if he would publique) 
fo, thou art his Proteflour againl 
all iniquity : ſhould he wade fur. 
ther, as to be induced into a ci 
ſom, thou art the Horn of his ſal 
vation. Finally, ſhould he falſy 
be ſeduced that he ſhould conſume 
through. deſperation or indurati 
on, thou art his 'Santtuary, ani 
his ſuſceptour, or Gueſt. maſten 
who will give him entercaic 
ment. 

Wherefore, O Lord, the 
art a moſt faithful friend, and tl 
true amity farre excelleth and ſu 
paſſeth all other friendſhip: ar 
love, Thou loveſt ever, as we 
at our death as in our life: the 
joveſt as well in adverſity as in pro 
ſperity , alſo one ho dyeth hat 
Pily , rather then him — | 

unhba| 
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happily ; thou, O Lord, loveſt 
nitely more , then thou art be- 
ved; yea, which is more, thou 
zelt although thou art not te- 
id again with love and recipro- 
ly beloved. Thou loveſt the 
ns for their parents. What ſaid 


> yea, for one good perſon ina 


y, community,or congregation, 
ou loveſt many who are bad 


d unworthy of thy favour. O 


& loving Lord Jeſus Chriſt , I 
oſt miſetable and w-cked (inner 
titute of all love and grace, but 
ugbt brim full of malice'and 
quity, I (I fay) have not loved 

according to my bounden 
y; but having a heart hard, 
lurate , wandring and vagas 
|, I have applied and imployed 


Ji affecting ſuch things which 


re oft prejudiciall and noxious 


eo me: which heart of mine, O 


Lord, 


94) 
Lord, vouchſafe to raiſe ever un 
thy love, fo that my life and gt 
ry, may be an inalterable and ere 
laſting love of thee. Amen. 


CH Ap. 20. 


Tha the Love of Ged-refreſveif 
and juſtifieth a man, 


T is not honour , nor mor 
nor any terrene-ſubſtance , ¶ 


not. (Moral) vercue, neither an 
ſcience (O moſt benigne Lord] 
ſus- Chriſt, the fulneſs it ſelf 
love) is of force or ſafficient! 
repleniſh the ſoul , or ſatiate tl 
conſcience, but onely and fo 
thy true love can give -acquie 
cence. For thy love is either ic 
tified, and all one with grace, .. 
without it, but without gra 


cannot be true dilection. No 
| tl 


(95. 
What which during this mortal liſe, 
r pilgrimage , can fully content 
nd ſatiate a ſoul is grace, which 
nſeparably is ever with true love. 
\nd foraſmuch, O Lord, that he 
ho loveth thee, doth enjoy thee 
cording to the holy Text, Si 
gimus invicem. Deus in nobis 
net : If we mutually love one 
nother God abides in us, he can- 
t be poor who bath God in 


eſleſſi on whom he loves. A man 


Wit hath gold in a cheſt is not 
y rich, but that conſcience 
ch enjoyeth thee cannot but be 
Woriched, Whence it is, written, 
me ſunt di vitiæ & gloria ut di. 
im omnes diligentes me, & theſau 
eerum repleam: in me are 
ches and glory to enrich all that 
Nies me, and repleniſh their trea- 

es. 
O moſt merciſull Lord Jeſtis 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt , who art moſt rich in low, 
he that covets to berich and fille 
wich love , muſt purchaſe and 
quire thy true love, which inde: 
is reficient per ficient and ſ»fficien 
for ſhould any be deſtitute or vi 
of true love, although he ſhoi 
poſſeſs alt the wealth of t 
world; and over and above had 
the Wiſdom Fortitude, Simplici 
Beauty; ina word, were miſt 
and owner of all the vertges tl 
Philoſophers writes of, yet were 
poor and miſetable. Therefore 
one who placed his affeRions of 
carthly things is it written, T! 
ſayeſt that I am rich and wealt 
and fland not in need of any bf 
and art ignorant: for that thou 
wretched and miſerable pior, na 
and blinde; I perſmade thee to 
fiery Geld, that thou become i 
O moſt clement Lord . 


(97) 
rift, who art a.conſuming love, 
hat an ineſtimable doctrine haſt 
ou delivered unto us ſingers, in 
Wriog for our ſalvation, to the 


nd we might buy fiery Cold, by 


hich is underſtood love and cha- 
ty: for as gold excelleth all other 
Wettals, ſo doth love tranſcend 
d ſurpaſs all other vertues. Itis 
"Whooful that this precious gold 
Would be in the higheft degree in- 
med with thy love, and mighti- 
enkindled with a delight of thee. 
either is ic to be bought or pur. 
Waſcd with coin or money, but 
g 2 good will, by good deſires, 
d good affections. Whence it 
nes to paſs, that there cannot 
a better purchaſe, then the ac. 
tion of this love : nor can any 
ig be more dear and ineſtima- 
vben one hath the poſſeſſion 
cof. . O moſt holy Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


(98) 
Chriſt. rich in love, I am wretche 
miſerable, poor, naked, arid lin 
grant and give unto me this in| 
med fiery gold, that is, thy los 
whereby my ſoul may be ſet o 
fire, to the end it may be refreſhel 
ſatiated, and quietted in thee, thi 
ſo I being enlarged with thy gd 
and love, may finally arrivet 
thy everlaſting kingdome of lo 
Amen. 


CHAP. 21. 


That we muſt very conſtantly injj 
upon, or .ſtick faſt to the In 


of God. 


Moſt clement Lord Jet 
Chriſt, beſt of lovers, " 
mult adhere unto thy love, fora 
much as the object thereof cann 


de but good, and thou yy 
0 OU 
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wuntain-of all goodneſs and bo- 
iv. Thou art our Father both 
Creation, and by thy Deity. 
hou art our Brother both by Re- 
mption, and thy Humanity: 
jou.art our natural Liege Lord 
Dad no externe: what have we 
Which we enjoy not from thee ? 
d from whom in the cloſe of all 
owe expect and everlaſting re- 
ard and præmium, but from thee? 
herefore it is.convenient and re- 
wiſite that we ſhould wholly ap- 
ly our love and affections unto 
ee, and conſtantly ſtick faſt to 
Wy love, as the holy Text doth 
der us: Hearken, O Iſrael, what 
it that the Lord nom requires, or 
fol bat is it that he demands of thee ? 

wt that you fear your Lord God, 
Wd walk in his wajes : and that 
eve him, and ſerve him in all 
n heart, ſoul , and mind; and 
that 


(100) 

" that you keep the Lords Comma 
ments, that it be well for thee. | 
rael is every faithfull Chriſi 
who through faith ſeeth thee, nl 
is obliged in the higheſt degree 
love thee; and who by thee 1 
is moſt beloved. For thou hi 
loved us, and waſhed us in ti 
love; thou counſels and adn 
fiſhes us ſweetly, not ſharply," 
that thou requires of us, to 
that we ſhould with dread, 
rence thee according to that ht 
word, Tow ſhall fear your L 
Cod: Whence love is founded iff 
the fear of thee, and derives fr 
thence its origine. For it is wi 
ten, The fear of the Lord is the 
ginning of love: which acqui 
force, and is augmented by thee 
erciſe of other vertues proceed 
from the command of chat 
And therefore it is ſaid ,' A 


Jo 


(toi) 
ball walk, in his wayes , that is to 
zy , in good works, as namely 
Imes.deeds, faſting, prayer, ang 
forth for by. theſe things love 


Ss cendred .mgrevigerons and ve- 


getable, as fire. waxeth greater by 
appoſitiom and addition of 


| e el. 


$ And: the lone of thee O 


1 1d, is ri pened to an accompliſh» 
ent by che affection of che in- 


0 


ard love, for which reaſon it is 
id, That you ſball love your Lord 
ad. It is alſo compleated from 


Miea& of external hondur, whence 


s laid, That you ſerve him au all 


wr heart, ſoul, and miude. Findl- 


0 

I 
e e 
ir 
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| 


„it is conſerved:by the obſet- 
ce of thy Commandments, for 
hic h cauſe it is ordered; And as 
balt keep the Lords Commaud- 
ents, that things may J. h 
e. O moſt deaigne Lori u” 
H Chriſt, 


(102) 

Chriſt, whom it is all juſtice t 
love, thou haſt moſt gracioulh 
given unto us a wholeſome 1 
'beneficial rule of loving thee. | 
it is a thing of the greateſt equi 
that may be, to fear and reveren 
;thee: It is a thing of the great: 
facility that we walk in thy ways 
It is a thing of the higheſt goo 
-neſs that we love thee; of t 
greateſt honour that we ſe 
thee; in a word, of the great 
juſtice and perfection that we ket 
thy commands. 

O moſt holy Lord Jeſus Chi 
who art a merciful and juſt Lon 
.do not, I beſeech thee, weigh : 
ſins co puniſh them, but vouchliſ 
_—_— to — 
give me thy grace, that thrc 
thy fear there aziſe in me true 
by affection of internal love; 
that by the act of external)! 


| 
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ur it may be perfected and pro- 


ed: and finally, that it be pre- 
ned by the exact obſervance of 
precepts, that it may be well 


me in loving thee, now and for 
more. Amen. 


CHAP. 22. 


the beneficial fruit and facility 
of the Love of God. 


Hy words are full of truth, O 
moſt mercifull Lord Jeſus 


"Wriſt, (patterne and platforme 


love) who ſaid, My yoake & 
t, and my burthen light, That 


"Fo love thee , O Lord, which is 


ly both ſweet and light in 'the 
beſt degree; inſomuch as none 
or can have the leaſt cauſe 
excuſe of not loving 'thee. 
tence if one were commanded 
8 to 


— 


(104) 
to faſt, he might reply, I am ne 
and feeble of body; if he were 
dered to give almes, he might! 
haply, I am poor and unable, 
one ſhould bid him beta ke big 
to prayer and contemplation, 
to viſit the Saints Churches, 
may peradventure ſay, I am 
and ill diſpoſed : But wher 
comes to that that he is injoy 
to love God and his neighbour 
cannot be furniſhed wich any | 
or lawful excuſe. Wherefore, 
moſt milde and benigne Lot 
ſus Chriſt, the Amoriſt of lou 
know full wellit is a thing of 
much facility to love, as then 
body is not afflicted or agf 

| the foot is not pricked, 

doth not ake, the belly 

yed, che tongue is not e 
rated, the purſe is not emp 
becauſe love conſiſts in the ac 
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the ſoul, and there lodgeth. By 
ich it evidencly followes , that 
who lovech, is not ſenſible of 

hour and pain. 
. Love doth not exceed the 
wer and faculty of man, but is 
ble to bis power and petfor- 
nee: neither is ſove zt ſuch a 
ſtance, from him, to wit, above 
reach and undetſtanding, fo 
at he cannot apprehend ; but it 
hand, intimately preſent both 
month and heart to aceomptifh 
perfect; and to love thee, O 
rd, who art moſt glorious, moſt 
lightful,and above all prize; for 
object on which amiry refles 
makes for , is Good, which is 
mourable, Delighiful, and Prc- 
ble, All which moving attra- 
ve formalities and objective 
eptions are in thee, O Lord 
8 Chriſt , who art more then 
H 3 amiable 
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amiable and paſſing good. 
Love 4. man liveth by the lift 
grace, and doth many good we 
that he may gain the poſſl: ſion 
the land of the living, It. is 1 
cile eaſie thing love (O more ib 
beloved Lord Jeſus Chriſt) f 
which none- of what- degree 
erer, ſtate or condition, can 
exempted or juſtly plead an « 
cuſe. 

§ O miſerable and wre 
finner, what ſhall I do or whit 
ſha}l 1 turn me? for by, teſtinglif 
of mine eye I ſte and know 
my obligation is, and yet dot 
not: I underſtand. full well, 
moſt clement Lord, that I can 


any other way procme and 

thy favour and good lik ing, 
by love; and yet (woe is me: 
apply not my minde there 
but miſprize and underva lue 


e 
h 
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Jo not diſpoſe and prepare to: 
urcha ſe, hut complies effeRually- 
ich my ſinſul inclinations; upon 
joſe I dwell, in thoſe I take com · 
Wplacency, and in thoſe almoſt con- 
ally I lie miſerably proſtrate: 
Vherefore-vouckſale, O moſt ho- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who chrough 
we doſt purge and puriſie ſouls; 
ook upon me graciouſly with the 
e of pitty and compaſſion. Blot 
ut my ſurpaſſing great iniquities, 
ad incline my naughty perverſe- 
eart to love and affect thee per- 
it me not to recede and part 
tam thee, nor ſwarve from thy 
noſt benigne gracious holy will; 
ut that with all might and main I 
ray avoid in thought, word, and 
Need, whatſoever is contrary and 
epugnant thereunto; ſo that by 
by aſliftance I may attain and ob- 
ina loveeverlaſting, Amen. 
4. 
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CHAP. 23. 


That it i, meißt comfortable a 
prefit able life to love God, 


92 fruit and utility (O Eon 

1 Jeſus Chriſt, authour of i 
love) which is acquired by thy 
love, is not onely eternal glory, 
ef which Holy Writ ſaith , Thi 
wither tye hath ſee, nor ea bath 
heard, nor har hi- afetnded into th 
heart of man, what thou baſt preps 
red for thoſe who loves thee, Bu 
there is alſo great benefit evenin 
this life, for as much as he. O Lord, 
who oveth thee, in caſe that he 
ertes, or be deficient, is gently and 
ſweetly corrected and chafti ſe by 
thee, as a beloved ſon by a father, 


who careth little for an outwarl ; 


or externe ſeryant ; whereby iti 
man. 
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Manifeſt , that thy ſcourges and 
ortections be great arguments of 
by love. And as for deſperate, 
verſe ,. and obſtinate perſons, 
zu permits them to rove up and 
lown at their pleaſure, and to fall 
to the precipices of ſin: becauſe, 
hom thou loweſt t hon chaſtize1,and 
urgeth every child thou receivtſt. 
ethatloyeth chee O Lord, li- 
th and converſeth peaceably, 
xr that he abides in peace of con- 
ence, and ia a pleaſant tranquil- 
ty, without grudge , envy , or 

med, - 2 {oi > 
He chat lovech chee,O Lord, 
by thee diligently preſerved 
om evil. Even as man molt care- 
ly guards the apple of his eye, 
nd highly tenders it: ſo, O Lord 
ſus Chriſt,chou (who art a good 
end, and true lover) doſt pro- 
d, defend, and guard thy belo- 
H 5 ved, 
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ved, leſt he falls into (in, 'or be 
fucted by the Devil, according 
that which is written; Te that ln 
God , hate what i evil: hehe 
the ſouls of his Saints, and wi 
liver them frem the hands of ſinnn 
Thou preſerves the ſouls, not the 
corporal beauty, nor their poli 
leſlions or lands; for that fuc 
things are not dear unto thee, « 
vs lued by thoe: But thou, protedi| 
their ſouls that they be not capt 
vated by ſinne, and thou reſcu 
them from the power of the mah 
cious, that they may not be 
prefled by the Devils tyran 
The lover of .thee., O Lord ]el 
Ghriſt. Glory of lovers, is much he 
noured by thee, for that an ad 
love is a divine act, and an act 
an Angel, not of a Devil. Becadl 
it is thou who.lovelt; as it is wri 
ten, Ege diligentes me, diligo: 

i! 
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im he who loves thoſe who loveth 
me. And in the Angels there is 
vertue and acts of preateſt love 
towards thee, O Lord; in order 
io to their own conſarts , or or- 
lers, and towards . For they 
Move in ſuch manner as the ſu- 
reme Hierarchy , from the fer- 
ur and heat of Charity, are de- 
Mominated Seraphins, Thou re- 
Aalceiveſt-to penance him that lo vethi 
ee, thou remits his offence, and 
rough thy great pitty, unſpeak- 
ble benignity , and ineſtimabſe 
dunty, mercifully beftows upon 
lim thy grace. | 
0 O moſt mercifol Lord Jeſus 
M-ar-ſt, more then moſt worthy 
as may truly ſay) to be beloved; 
ow full of miſery am I a moit 
Firked ſinner, who having under - 
od this great benefit of thy 
ee, I ought to have loved thee 
for” 
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for thine own worthy ſelf ſake, 
and if being poorer, I would nat 
love thee for thy ſelf, yet at leaſt! 

ought to have ſoved thee for mim 
own ſelf, and proper intereſt: that 
by this means, from an inordinat 
love, I might happily come tothy 
true love, which cohſifts in lovm 
thee purely and ſoly, for thy (elf, 
and not for any other 'reſpe of 


account. Vouchſafe then, O mor 


benigne Lord, to ſuccour me, ani 
create in me a new heart, that ab. 
borring and deteſting all things 
diſplealing unto thee, I may fore 
thee, ſervethee , obey thee, and 
fulalt thy holy command; ſo tha 
truly and orderly for thine owne 
felf,, and upon no other ſcore, 
may love thee for ever and ee. 
Amen, | | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. 24. 
That Love u the preciont'Garmint 5 
89898˖ 


E that is invited unto thy 
| heavenly Nuptials , O moſt 
weet Lord Jeſus Chriſt, O moft 
ting celeſtial Spouſe, ought to 
ring with him the wedding gar- 
nent; leſt entting without this 
* weed, by thy order he be 
it out and throwne into out- 
ird darkneſs, where there is, and 
lwayes hall be, weeplug and 
naſhing of teeth. This garment; 

moſt Sure Lord, is love and 
harity, which excells and tranſ- 
ds all other vertues. This gat- 
ent is woyen of moſt preeious 
dteds, that is to ſay, of thy bene- 
t5 and favours conferred on man; 
ir 


* becouſe love.muſt .be,undividel 
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it is made and adorned with a rar 
and ſubtil art and. maſterſhip, de 
noted by thy unſeamed garmn 
which was neither cut nor divide 


and ſhould any make rent, oral, 
it in pieces, they ſhould be eſtee 
ed fatre worſe then the Souldinh, 
that crucified thee, who did fol 
bear and. refuſed .to divide. thy. 

rment. : 

$ Theſe wedding cloathes ( 
Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, ſpouſe of lo 
are. very ſovereigne and effici 
ous. Why ſo ? for that they ket 
one from the cold of devotii 
and inflames a ſoul. in thy |c 
very much adorns and beautifiei 
This nuptial garment isthat wii 
makes a diſtinctive ligne bet 
thy EleR and the children of pt 
dition; foraſmuch as he that is) 
veſted therewith., ſhall enter it 


(215) 
wy kingdome as a welcome gueſt, 
0 a — — childe of — But 
he. that is deſtitute thereof, al- 
Whbough be be clad with all oth 
Woparel, veſted (I mean) with a 
ber vertues, he ſhall.be excluded 
y kingdome- This is that veſt- 
nent which covereth a multitude 
We fins... It is chat garment. which 
s.worthily, prized for colour and. 
orth; fort is gilded,or rather it 
a golden veſtment, according to 
at, Aſtitit Regina a dextris tis 
veſtitu de aurato.: There ſtood a. 
een on thy right hand in a ve- 
ure of gold. Thus this garment 
Wn belliſhes and gracefully ſets out 
Pool, without. which ornament, 
"We ſoul would be adjudged alto 
Wether unworthy the entrance in- 
Heavens Court. This nuptiall 
ire fortifies a man, being Love 
4 powerfull as Death. The prize 
bereof 
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hereof may be eſtimated from its 
ateriall or Afrer : for if that 
be precſdus, rich and rare, = 
Pans oſed of mectals, jems 
that is taken from any * | 
without all doubt, far more 
p does and exbellent mut that! 
be which derives it ſelf from thee, 
and this 'noptiall! acouterment Nef 
comes from thee, #nd'is the houn-· 
ty of thy liberality. By this gar- 
ment alſo are we covered, we live 
by it, and are enriched by it: he 
that is maſter and owner thereof, 1 
wants for nothing, and de thatis 
deſtitute chereof, maket h. ho Profit 
of any. thing. | 
$ 3. O moſt merciful oy Je- 
fus Chriſt, who art the celeſtial 
ret T miferable ſinner am na- 
d. and having not this wedding 
garment, Tam not worthy to en- 


ter or come to the heavenly 2 
1 8 
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5, but to be caſt forth into exte- 
our darknefs ; wherefore ſuccour 
nd aſſiſt me, O moſt holy Lord 
eſus Chriſt, who att that moſt 
ot tifull Maſter and diſpenſer of 
e heavenly wedding feaſt, graci- 
uſly beſtow on me (I beſeech 
re) this moſt glorious nupriall 
Peſtment, chat being invited and 
Willd ro thy everlaſting nuptialls, 
may there enter and appeare 
ide in this wedding” garment, 
nd' thete rogether wich "thy 
hends', 1 may enjoy perpetuall 
ve, I may praiſe and bleſs thee, 
may admire and glorifie thee 
be eternal King and moſt glori- 

jus Bridegroome, living and reign- 
Ig world without end. Amen. 


(118) 
CHAP. 25. 


That the Lowe of God preſerves ti 
Foal from.evill, and brings muc 


Cood. 


Rue love (© Lord Jeſo 
Chriſt, the protectour of |c 
vers) guards a man from ſin, keef 
him from emulation and eny 
which exceedingly corrupts a man 


from which ſource it ſprings that 


a-ſoul delights it ſelf. in the mil 
ties of his neighbour , and is cor 
triſtated in bis welfare. Where: 


true love cauſeth on the contra! 


that one joyes in his neighbot 
goad., and that be ſad for his a 
verſities and misfortunes. For eve 
as verdure or green is a-delight: 
—_— object to the ſight, { 
good things naturally joyes a foi 


Tru 


n 
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True love, O Lord, preſerves one 
from ambition , whereby a man. 
ſeeks. his own preferment or ex- 
iltation, and his geighbours de- 
preſſion , that ſo bing promoted, 
ind elevated: higher, he may be- 
come more conſpicuous to others, 
ud had in admiration; when as 
true love laboars not in the in- 
A queſt after. his own preferment, 
nor-in his neighbours humiliation. 
For true love, O Lord, keeps and 
Y ceſtrains- one from an exceſſive 
love of its own proper good and 
'F intereſt, from whence ordinarily 
it proceeds, that man hath no care 
Jof bis neighbours. welfare; yea, 
oſttimes ſeeks his own not without 
'F (candall; for he ſues and hunts af- 
er bis own commodity, and little 
regards anothers. mans benefit or 
good. But true love, O Lord, 

looks not after its own, or ſeeks it 
| ſelf, 


(120) ' 
ſelf, but what is thine and apper. 
rainech unto the. | 

'F 2. Moreover, true love keep. 
eth one from malignant cogitati- 
ons of taking revenge for injuries, 
and ſuch thoughts ever ſticks like 
a ſpeats point in a wound; for 
which cauſe holy Wric: declares, 
T ake awhy theievit of jour OOpita- 
tions from my eyes, Becauſe true 
love, O Lord, remits and forgiveth 
all things for thee; and expels and 
baniſhech not oneſy evith acts, but 
every naughty thought. True 
love, O Lord, ſo holds in a man 
that he rejoyceth not at iniquity, 
which is a dia bolical thing and an 
argument of great perverſity in 
the ſoul, and eſtrangement and 
diſtance from thee, for as much 1 
ſuch iniquity di ſpleaſeth thee in 
the highelt degree: But true love, 
O Lord, ever joyeth at good, and 
I ne vet 
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gever rejoyceth for any thing 
which is bad. ' 

$ 3. O moſt mexciful Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the molt fan hfull keeper 
and defender of lovers, whiles I 
ſeriouſly. propoſe. unto my cnſi- 
deration all and every thi ch 
hath been premiſed and premen- 
tioned, I finde chat I am a great 
ſtranger ani unacquainted with + 
true love and charity , becauſe I 


up my ſelf and throwing downe 
others; I have been too too great 
a lover of my ſelf, J have a minde 
greedy and deſirous of revenge, and 
have rejoyced much in miſchief; 
in ſhort, by rea ſon of the want 
and defect of thy love, I have been 
prone many wa yes to all evill. 
Help me then, O moſt holy Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the giver and conſer- 
ver of love, and give unto mea 

| true- 
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was and am full of envy , putting 


(122) 
true and indeficient love, that YW* 
may have an averſion from, and 
ubhorre w ver is diſpleaſing 
unto thee; and that whatſoever is 
pleaſing or gratefull unto thee, 1 

ly entertain, hold faft, 
and accompliſh, to the end, tha 


in the upſhot of all, I may withou 


end love and joy in by never end. 
ing glory. Amen. a 


CHAP, 26, 


That Live comprizeth the Do« 
arine of Verity. 


Erfect love (O moſt cletnentF J 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who pet. 
fecteſt and accompliſhes all thyF" 
lovers) teacheth the truth, or i 
the Abreviate of all ſacred Verity, 
foraſmuch as in Love conſiſts all. 


The Law and the Prophets de- 
pends 


(123) 

nds thereon, whatſoever is latent 

is implied, or whatſoever is 
tent and is expreſſed in all the 
ine Word, or in the whole bo- 
of holy Scriptures, Love com- 
ſeth it; becauſe it is written, 
flenit udo legis oft dilectio: The 
try plenitude of the La is love. 
or what doth all the Law, yea, 
he whole Scrigfthre command or 
ounſel , but what is in order to 
ly love, or the love of our neigh. 
ur, as clearly appears in all the 
firmative Precepts? Or what 
oth it inhibit, forbid, or diſſwade, 
it ſuch things which do hinder, 
rejudice, or infringe love, as is 
ident by the Negative Precepts 

nd commandments > What then 
it which is written, Qui proxi- 
diligit legem implet: He that 
eth bis neighbour fulfills the 
Hole law ; but that he who loves 
his 
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his neighbour, loves thee, O God 
For it is the very ſame vertue a 


habit of charity whereby one 
veth both: As for example, ic 
the ſame radiant beam by bene 
. whereof I ſee and behold both di 
Sun and the Earth; but ſo, tha 
he loveth his neiꝑhbour in the i 
feriour parti of the ray, and theei 
the height or ſue part chen 
of. The love of other things ſuc 
-#s worldly things be (O Lord 
Jus Chriſt, the bright Sun of love 
is in very deed miſerable folly, ar 
opprobrious madneſs, as that 
man forſaking thy love, thoul 
adhere to the love of other thing 
Bur, O moſt benigne Lord Jek 
Chriſt, Ia moſt grievous (inner 
rebel againſt thy true love, in 
manner voluntarily, giving up# 
ſelf to a reprobate ſenſe, miſpt 
zing and deſpiſing thy true 1c 
1 
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if the joy of my ſoul. I have addict. 
ed my ſelf to vain pleaſure, ſome- 
times I have affected temporall 
pelf, not taking into conſideration 
chat choſe who loves and ſettles 
if their affections on riches, ſhall ne- 
yer reap fruit thereby. 
(I have frequently loved world- 
i ly vanities contrary to the coun- 
Jl {« of the hoh Text, ſaying, Filii 
lamiuum ut quid diligitis vanita- 
tem ? O ye ſons of men, to what end 
Jl 4 ye love wanity ? render a jaſti» 
fable reaſon thereof if ye can. 
t FSometimes I have unreaſonably 
bored kindred and allyes more 
Fen thee , and ſo was unworthy 
of thy favour : He that loveth fa- 
er or mother more then thee, us not 
wrthy of thee, Other times I have 
bred | preſents and gifts, yea, oft- 
"times ſuperſtitions and fooleries ; 
ſrequently alſo, contumelies, de- 
I trations 
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tractions and reproaches; for I. 
which cauſe I deſerve that male. 
diction and flanders ſhould fall I. 
upon me, according to that which In 
is written, Dileæit maledictionen o 
& veniat illi: He loved back. IU 
biting, and it ſhall come upon In 
him. I have loved ſometimes to 
revenge, to malice and injurize, 
which the holy Sgipture repre- 
hends, ſaying, hon haſt loved ma 
lice more then hindneſs, to ſpeak ra. Ir. 
ther iniquity then equity. O more 
then beloved Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
this was my miſerable and wicked 
life, not regarding what the ſacred 
Scripture delivers; Nolite diliger 
mundum , neque ea que ſunt uh 
mundo: O love ye not the world. 
nor thoſe things which are in tht 
world. But thou, O moſt merd ur 
full Lord, who art mercy it fel|Mhe; 
vouchſafe graciouſly to forginWo! 
ant 


(127) 
Hind pardon me; illuminate my 
- Bfoul that I perfectly love thee, and 
| that in ſuch manner my minde 
nay be informed wich the doctrine 
of Verity, to the end, that with 
thee who art Love and Truth, I 
may live in Love and Verity world 
ithout end, Amen. 


CHAP. 27. 


Touching the Love wherewith God 
loverh man. 


Moſt loving Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thou loveſt a man 
Po keepeth the beauty and neat- 
Fels of 4 pure conſcience; for like 
weth and joyes in what is like it 
"Felt: and for as much as thou art 
pere, yea, of all things moſt pure, 
derefore and for that very reaſon 
Pott chou love ſuch as are pure; as 
12 it 
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it is written, He that loveth cle 
meſs of heart, will have the Kin 
his friend: for ſo didſt thou low 
bleſſed Saint h the Evangelitf 
of whom the Scriptures affirm 
Thu is that Diſciple whom peil 
loved. Thou loveſt alſo (O Lordſ 
a man who poſſeſſeth or enjoy: 
the clarity and verity of Wi/dim 
becauſe it is writWh, God /oweth 

man who is not Wiſdomes compa 
en; the reaſon is, for that the 
can ariſe neither honour nor pi 
fit from amity with a fool. A 
hence, O Lord, didſt thou lc 
Salomon, as witneſs the Scripture 
Vicavit Dominus Salomonem | 
dilexit eum: The Lord called 
lomon and loved him. Thou 
love, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (On 
innocent lover) him that lon 

. light-hearted innocency. J 
O Lord Cod, (faith David) 
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thy doeft ſearch the reins and heart, 
. Bod loveſt ſimplicity, and not deceit- 
WMiulne/s or duplicity. Thou loveſt. 
Jo Lord, ſuch as repay friendſhip 
for friendſhip, and makes a return 
of love; and ſuch as are conſtant 
ind firme in reciprocall love, as 
Jou, O Lord, haſt ſaid, Ego dili- 
Wyentes me diligo: I love thoſe who 
loves me; for this is but juſtice 
that he who is beloved ſhould 
"Move again. In ſuch manner didſt 
bon love Moyſes, as it is written, 
Dilectus decet heminibus Moyſes. 
Irhou loveſt (O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the moſt liberall of all lovers) him 
Irho by effects and works (hewerh 
Fond ſets forth the bounty of thy 
, Ylideral beneficency : why ? Becan/e 
od loveth a chearful giver, Thoſe 
bo are bountiful and truly pious: 
Fre beloved of thee, as may be 
Idenced by Martha, whoſe mind 
L 3 Was 
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was fruitful and full fraught with 
bounty and charity: for which 
cauſe it is written, that, Diligebat 
peſus Martham, Jeſus loved Mar. 
tha. Thou loveſt, O Lord, bim 
who purſues juſtice and equity, for 
as the Scripture teſtifies, He that 
followeth juſtice is beloved of Gd, 
So didſt thou love Samuel, who 
was ſolid in equity, according to 
that of holy Writ, Dilectus a Dn 

Samuel Propheta: Samuel the 
Prophet well beloved of God. 

O moſt ſweet Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
(of all the moſt perfect lover) 
whilſt I revolve ſeriouſſy in my 
minde what hath been ſaid, I am 
aſhamed, I am abaſhed, yes, my 
heart fails,and I fall away for fear, 
for I cannot feel or finde in my 
ſelf, O miſerable ſinner, any of 
the prementioned cauſes for which 
thou ſhouldſt love me, but on 

the 
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the contrary, which renders me an 
object of thy hatred. Neverthe- 
leſs with confidence I approach 
thy immenſe clemency, that thou 
wilt be pleaſed to pardon me, and 
praciouſly to remit all my ſinnes, 
ſo diſpoling me in thoughts, 
words, and deeds, that by renova» 
tion and reformation I may pleaſe 
thee, and thou may have reaſon: 
to love me; to the end, that thou 
loving me, I may mutually love 
thee for ever and ever. Amen. 
| 


CHAP, 28. 


That of all Vertues Love is the 
moſt excellent, 


Mong other Vertues, (O 
moſt benigne Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for ever amiable and moſt 
excellent) true love ſupereminent- 


I 4 ly; 
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ly excells and tranſcends all: for 
this reaſon it is compared and aſ- 
ſimulated to oyl, in regard as oy| 
ſwims above all other liquors, and 
gets the uppermoſt place; ſo true 
love ſurmounts all other vertue: 
and graces. 1 of this tri 
love a man (O Lord) is rendred 


fo dear, and is fo preciouſly en- 
deared to thee, as he obtains the 
denomination of thy Son. But be 
that is deſtitute, or is deprived 


thereof, is defpicable, and ſhall be 
in no other repute with thee then 
the waſte or loft drop of a water. 
bucket ;, of which and ſuch like it 
is written, Behold the Gentiles as 4 
oy of water from the bucket , and 
weight of a ballance are repu- 
. — ai a 1 ingle duft. | 
know full well ord Jeſus F* 
Chriſt , the anal juſt eſtimatour 
and judge of Works and vey 
that 
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that though one doth works which 
in their kinde and nature are good 
ind laudable, yet they are of no 
wlue , if he be not endued with 
love : neither by any works, be 
they never ſo precious, ſhall he 
xcquire and obtain the kingdome 
of Heaven , except they proceed 
from ſuch a one who is enriched: 
with love, For this true love u- 
nites man to thee as his head , and: 
to the faithful as his co-wembers, 
for which cauſe this union ſhould: 
be highly prized by man; for as 
unity betwixe the body and the 
bead is greatly loved and much ſer 
by, ſo incomparably ought this 
union proceeding of true love be- 
twixt thee and man, be eſteemed: 
and honoured: the infringement 
and breach whereof, a man is ob- 
iged by all meanes poſſible to 
void and to eſchew more then 
15 a. 
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decollation or cutting of bis own 
head, Without this true love 
man enjoyeth nothing which a 
truly good; what ſaid Id yea, the 
poſſe ſlion of all other good thingy 
are-but vain and ſignifies nothing, 
at leaſt in order to the attainment 
of eternal ſalvation, But if one be 
furniſhed with true love, he hath: 
the-fruition of all other things 
which are good either in himſelf 
or in others, 

True wiſdom, O Lord, is that 
knowledge and wiſdom whereofit 
is writcen, Dietl is Deo Honcrabilu 
ſapiertia ; The love of God is ho- 
nourable wiſdom. Whence it fol- 
loweth, that it ſecmeth-more then 
a Science, for as much as ſcience 
cannot governe and-order a man, 
yet true love is able and powerful, 
O mo{tmerciful Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
thezeAor and governor of _ 
O. 
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CHAP, 29. 


Of the Love of God and our 
Neighbur, 


A* inordinate regular love(( 
moſt clement Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who orders all things by 
thy love) is a true dilection of 
thee, and an affection to thee and 
towards our neighbour , for the 


love one beareth his neighbour is: 
love ſubordinate and relates unto 
thee, if he loves thee for thine own 
ſake and above all things: and 
ſhould one love thee for tempora 
ends, it is not an ordinate love, but 
a love inordinate and contumel. 
ous unto thee, Whereupon it fol 
lows, that ſceing by ſuch a love the 
creature is preferred and ſet aboy 
me Creatour, it cannot be without 
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an affront unto thee. For how 
can that be a right ordered and an 
inoffenſive love, where thou art 
not beloved above and before all 
other things, being that thou art 
infinitely better and without all 
compare ſurpaſſing all creatures d 
But that is a right ordered love of 
our neigbbour, when we love him 
for thy ſake, and for as much as he 
s equally made and obliged to 
loye thee duly. If our parents and 
kindred be loved more then thee, 
luch love is not according to due 
order and rule, neither is ſuch a 
lover worthy of grace; for there 
be two precepts which thou haſt 
given us, namely, the love of God, 
and love of our Neighbour: and: 


Jalcthough the commandments be 
Atwo, yet the love is but one; for 


as much as it is not a diſtinct di. 


Averſiſied love whereby one loves 


thee 
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thee and che neigbbour, otherwiſe 
the loving of out neighbour could 
not be a love for thee, or for the 
love of thee: neither, again, can 
one truly love thee, who in the 
love of his neighbour erreth, and 
is known to deviate. 

§ The cogitations of man (0 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Orderer and 
Rectour of true love and dileRi. f 
od) ought ever tobe taken up and 
employed in reference to the love 
of thee and our neighbour, Thee 
indeed with all our heart, with all 
our ſoul, with all our minde, and 
and our Neighbour as our ſelves; e 
T underſtand that one ſhould be. 
very cautious and wary not to dofily 
any thing to his neighbour, whichſſe, 
he would not have done to him. NU 
ſelf, and that he ſhould do ſuc 
good and beneficiall offices to hi 


neighbour, as he would expect o 
deſire 
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deſire to be done to himſelf. Theſe 
things, O moſt kinde and gracious 
Lord, are ever to be attentively 
thought on, carefully to be kept 
in memory, ever with all diligence 
and to the utmoſt of our power, to 
be practiſed and accompliſhed, 
By the love of our. neighbour it is 
evidenced, O Lord,, that thy love 


i. Is conſerved and nouriſhed , for he 


that is negligent in thy love, is 
ignorant how. to. love his neigh- 
bour, 

$ O moſt mercifull Lord-Jeſus 
Chriſt, who onely careſt for, and 


sz eſteemeth an ordinate love, what 


al I an obdurate (inner ſay or do, 
who by:reaſon of my hard heart. 
dneſs and obſtinacy have not with 
Aue order loved. thee, nor my 
uWeighbour for thee; but frequent. 
y and oftentimes for mine owne 
otamodity and intereſt, or to 
avoid 


(140) 
avoid ſome dammage? fo that 
there hath been in me no true, but 
an adulterate falſe love. Be plea. 
ſed, O moſt holy Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, thou who art the Ordina. 
tour and Guide of Charity and 
beautiful! Love, be pleaſed to aid 
and aſſiſt me, in pardoning me a 
finner, and mercifully imparting I 
unto- me thy immenſe clemency: |, 
Moreover, in mollifying and ſoſt- I. 
ning my ſtony heart, to the end, 1 


may with all my ſoul be convert- 
ed unto thee ; I may entirely love 
thee, and my neighbour for thy 
fake: and ſo at the cloſe of all, 
may in a moſt perfect charity, live 
with thee eternally. Amen. 
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CHAP. zo. 


Of the Loving our Enemies. 


Tis much, O moſt ſweet Lord 
Jeſas Chrift , (who hateſt no- 
ing) that I ſhould be benevolous 
d have peace with one who hath 
e injured me: But thar,O Lord, 
far greater, and more like thy 
pnificent kindneſs and benigni- 
if L love mine enemy, who is 
ll ready to do me an injury, if 
pportunity and ability concurres, 
[ wiſh well, and do well for him 
ording to my power , this ne. 
ſſarily muſt proceed from thy 

ce and ſpecial favour. Nothin 
nature, or in the world, hath 
reater ſimilitude or affinity with 
hee, then a man who is placable 
d gracious to thoſe who are his 
deſpite... 
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deſpiteful and malicious enemic; 
For be that loves an enemy ini 
rates thee, who lovedſt us when x 
were thy enemies; this is not all 
but thou ſo loved us, as tho 
wouldſt dye for the love of us, a 
that a moſt ignominious death 
yea, and begged pardon, for tho 
who crucified thee, To us alſo hil 
thou given-a command to los 
our enemies, as it is written, Dil 
gite inimicos veſtros, & benefaci 
(#5 qui adorunt vos :. Love ye 
enemies, and do well to them tt 
hate you. And the reward fe 
lowes, Vt ſites filii Patris vi 
qui in col eſt, That ye may 
the ſons of your Father which is| 
heaven, For it is one and tl 
greateſt proof of love (O Lord] 
ſus Chcift, to whom it is proper: 
commiſerate and pardon) if 
love him who hath averſion. frog 


I 
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Ws, and hinders our good, the ſole 

idverſity of hatred is alſo a won- 
"ted tryal of love: whence as man 
z conquered: by kindneſs and. fa- 
urs, ſo is the devil vanquiſhed 
y the love of our enemy, O- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who in love art 
v0\Fnercifull , and in mercy moſt lo- 

Jing; I know that a. ſeparation 
tom thee is the death of the ſou}, 
ad on the contrary , union with 
aa dee through love, is life: even as 
ten every one naturally loves 
orporal life, and dreads the death 
ereof; ſo ought he to love true 
we and avoid hatred, and why? 
Necauſe he that leueth not abides in 
eath ; For ſuch a one is in death 
in, and is obnoxious to eternall 
Peath. 

O moſt clement Lord Jeſus 
briſt, from whom love cannot 

We alienated, though it cannot be 
hidden! 
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hidden! What I a moſt wicked 
ſinner have done, yet neverthele( 
with heart and mouth I do con- 
feſs, I have lived unjuſtly , and 
through my malice and iniquity 
have wanted erue love. Among 
other of my ſinnes and miſdeeds | 
have conceived and done, this i 
one, that I have hated mine ene. 


my; and notwithſtanding I was 


not ignorant that it was thy com 
mand I] ſhould love my enemy 
yet I miſprized and fet ſleight 


thy precept. I have had grudg 
againſt many , and what in m 


heart and foul I have conceived, ! 


have put in execution: and if t 
any time I could not fulall my d 

fires effectually, I have at leaſt prc 
ceeded to detraction and defam 

tion. O ſuccour me, O moſt ho) 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, by thy bleſſe 
and merciful love, giving me pat 
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don that I may amend my miſer- 
ch ble life by a new man, and in 
NY ch manner love thee, and others 
od et the love of thee, that this love 
M may never fail , but endure with 
ue ne for life everlaſting Amen. 


CHAP. zi. 
Againſt [clf-love, 


V Ho is he (O moſt benigne 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, by 
whom and from whom the eternal 
love proceeded) that loveth truly 
bimſelf? I do verily believe, and 
J :ſſuredly know, that he alone 
knoweth cruly to love himſelf, 
who with verity loveth thee, and 
F carefully endeavours to enjoy and 
gain the fruition of thee, who art 
che Supream and Sovereign, the 
F all and onely Good: From thee, 
O 
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O Lord, floweth true amity, whic 
is not to be meaſured by tempo 
ral benefits, but by a free and pra 
tuitous love. For by loving ther 
he loves himſelf, and in not loving 
thee, he is diſaffected to himſelf 
becauſe proper and ſelf private 
love wonderfully blindes and ſhui 
up the eyes,and is the cauſe, root, 
and fomenter of all evils. O Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Sun from whence 
iſſues and flowes the beames of 
love, how unwiſe and fall of mad 
neſs is he who ſoly loveth himſelf 
for that ſuch a perverſeneſs of low 
is the foundation of abject love 
and unworthy love which grome 
up to the contempt of thee. Ther 
be two loves which builds two d 
ties, namely Jeruſalem and Bab 
lon : the love of thee ſo far as tt 
contemne ones ſelf, eres the hei 


yenly Jeruſalem ; but the love 0 
one: 


who will reſcuſe me from thi 
infernal beaſts which are ready t 
devour me? And who who w 
pluck me out of the Devils ſnare 
To help my ſelf J am not able 
neither dare I preſume to ſuppl 
cate and requeſt thee whom 
have not loved: yea, ſeeing | hy 
loved none, I dare not invoke an 
to help me, But nevertheleſs, 
will confide to have recourſe un 
thy immenſe pitty (O Love) wi 
brings back thoſe who go aſtr 
who art mercifull , yea, mercy 
ſelf, who will have none peril 
but ſaves all who hopes in the 
Wherefore ſuccour me, I beſeec 
thee, pardon mine offences , 4 
give me grace that I may 
look with complacency on my elif 
but affectionately on zhee, or 0 
ſelf in thee; that I may love tg 
with all my heart, and that it 
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doffinot in my power to forſake thy 
y tore ; but that I may conſerve and 
, ofſels it here, and to an eyerlaſt- 
0 ug life, Amen. | 
ble 1 | 
' CHAP. 32. 


m 
ba Againf the Love of the World, 


6 | | Know fall well and have expe. 
_ , ungrateful wretch that 


f O moſt clement Lord Je- 
r ; Che , ſuper-celeſtiall Lover) 
cy at the love of the world never 
cilFermits fouls to be quiet, when 
ch Free it bart got an entrance: for 
ſceqſever diſturbx and fills fuch ſouls 
th Jealouſies , ſuſpicions, and 

. Such worldly love oppreſ. 

An its lovers, never brings them 

ro any good: but choſe who make 
thereof, ere excluded, O Lord, 

td ' thy love. Such mundane 

K love 
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love is not compatible with thy; 
love, nor agreeable thereunto; 
neither ſhall any come to the ſo-fſj 
ciety of thy childrea , who dothÞ, 
not ſequeſter himſelf from ſuch 
.carnal generation. 
The love of the world, O Lord 
on all ſides inſinuates it ſelf ; th 
Senſe of Hearing with all its cor 
ſolations (I might ſay  deſolatifh 
ons) for it ruſheth in as by its wing 
dows, and do highly take up thy 
Mindes of her lover. It defiles tb 
ſoul, violateth charity, and prej. 
diceth our neighbour. And as fe 
you, O Lord, it deſpiſes thee, rein 
3eQs thee. : That love takes up thi; 
whole man, and makes him to bi 
miſtaken and deceived, It fa 
with one that faileth and falls, aa 
when one thinks to be ſure of iſh 


it eaſily vaniſhetb away. It dotſho 
not conſolate but contriſtate; I 
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not permanent but tranſient and 
zFgitive. Its ſweetneſs turns into 
-octerneſs, her comely beauty 
bEhzogeth io borrour ; and its 
eres are converted into puniſh- 
nents, Whoſoe ver embraceth it 
ll be couzened, and blocks up 
ue paſſage to thy love; for where 
e love of the world takes foot- 
Uno and fixes her habitation, thy 
0Ybve will not come in, or make its 


uentry, 
o moft benigne Lord Jefas 
Horiſt, increated love | woe to me 
foot impious ſinner , who by lo- 
Pag the creature have deſerted 
nd ſorſaken my Creatour ; for 
Me things which are made I have 
a — my Maker; I have 
wed tranſitory things and have 
i Patemned eternall and everlaſt- 
Miko: 1 have entertained deſolati- 
iu for conſolations, puniſhment 
K 2 fot 
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for glory, death for life , vice for 
vertue, lyes inſtead of verities. O 
molt merciful Lord,deigne to look 
upon me with the eye of pitty and 
mercy, and graciouſly pardon me 
a miſerable creature, take away 
from me the love of this world, 
and grant me grace that I may af 
fect and love thee in heart and 
deed, and that I may never be di 
vorced from thy love, but be per 
manent and remain therein perf 


tually. Amen. 


CHAP. 33. 
Againſt the Love of Riches, 


Have learned by certain an 
aſſured experience, O molt þ 
nigne Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (whoa 
bove meaſure art rich in love) tha 
nothing is more painfull in thi 
| world 
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world, then to play and boile with 
terrene deſires; for that the love 
of earthly Riches is inſatiable, and 
farre more doth its coveting tor- 
nent the ſoul, then the uſe retreſh- 
eth. The acquiſition and purchaſe 
of ſuch wealth is a thing of great 
abour , the poſſeſſion is matter 
ol great ſorrowes. He that loveth 
them, O Lord, cannot love thee 
or be thy friend, but when they 
periſh, he falls into perdition; and 
he that relyes thereon through 
love, (hall melt away through 
fbrrow., For he that findes them 
hath loſt bis repoſe, if he be a- 
wake, his thoughts are incumbred 
how to enctgaſe his wealth, if he 
goes to ſleep he frightfutly dreams 
of theeves. By day he is afflicted, 
at night affrighwed, but ever cra- 
ring. O moſt clement Lord Jeſus 
big Chriſt, whoſe love never fails any, 
K 3 1 
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] ſee by effects that in gold there 
is a ſnare, in ſilver birdlime, and 
in poſſeſtions a trap; for he tha 
covets gold will be ſtrangled, hi 
that ſeeks after ſilver will be catch 
ed and intangled in the lime] 
ewigs , and he that acquires man 
nors or farms. will fetter bimſelf 
he that early in the morning loo 

after lucer and gain, in the cloſe 
of the day will finde damage of 
ſoul, and ſo whatſoever is done, h 
is undone. 

Whither he will or nill O Lord 
he haſtens without any intermiſſi 
on of time, continually to th) 
laſt judgement, and loveth what 
neceſſarily he muſt rglinquiſh, buy 
negleRs that to which of neceſſi 
ty he muſt arrive unto: For be 
loveth ſuch chimps which being 
poſſeſſed ſurchargeth him, whic 
being loved defiles him, and N 

ing 
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being loſt. torments, and which 
being acquired doth more ſtrictly 
binde a man hand and foot, then 
A when onely covered. 
$. O moſt merciful Lord: Jeſus 
Chr:ft,; who truly art the ſole ob- 
ject of love, I choſt-wicked ſinner, 
vho have known ard truly know 
that what I have written and do 
write to be ſo, yet ſo great is my 
malice and iniquity, ſo great my 
ingratitude ende, that I have 
contemned and deſpiſed with an 
obſtinate minde all thy pleafing* 
counſels and commands; and have 
totally bent my minde upon the 
miſerable pelf of this world ; that 
J bave I coveted, deſired, and la- 
boured, to the end I might obtain 
Ji. To this end T have watched, 
and whatſoever wayes I was able 
do finde I have found out. O moſt 
pious Lord eſus Chriſt vouchſafe 
K 4 co 
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to help me, and by thy gteateſt 
mercy blot out all my Offences; 
wean and ſequeſter my ſoul from 
earthly deſires, elevate it to a de- 
fire of heavenly riches, which con- 
fiſts in thy ſole love, that through 
thy aſſiſtance I having attained 
them, I may perpetually love thee 
and enjoy thy love world with. 
out end, Amen, 


F 
CHAP: 34. 


Againſt the perverſe love of . 


Arnall Love, (O moſt kinde 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who art a 
fpiritual lover, and truly to be be. 
loved in ſpirit) carnal love I ſay ii 
inſatiable; by reaſon that being 
extinguiſhed, it kindles again, and 
after it hath had his opportunity, 


decomes needy , and effeminates I. 
a 
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a manly ſoul, and permits not, nor 
admits any other cogitations then 
the paſſion it ſuſtains enforce him 
unto; for reaſon is buried in obli- 
nion, and he is in the next door to 
be madd. Such perverſe love per- 
turbs counſel, breaks high and ge- 
nerous ſpirits, drawes the minde 
from great and ſublime thoughts 
to flight and moſt baſe cogitati- 
ons, makes them raſh and furious. 
Moreover, he that is confederated 
with ſuch love is continually liable 
and ſubjeR to temptations ; ſuch 
love enſnares the ſoul, jeopardi- 
th ones life, and brings it in dan- 
ger; it is a ſweet death, a ſmooth 
low, a milde bewitching death, 
gauly honey, a delicious deſtructi- 
on, ſweet venome, a voluntary 

eril, a pleaſing throtling, or ſuffo- 

ion; finally, a calamity of all 

niſeries. For it threw Adam and 
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Eve out of the delights of Pars: 
diſe ; of heavenly creatures made 
them terreſtriall; drowned in an 
kinde in hell; deprived the world 
of life, introduced toyle and tur- 
moyles, and found out miſeries 
leading uno death. It flurries 
ones puerility, deſtroyes ones ju- 
vexility, and both ſtirs up and diſ- 
quiets the dead fleſb of vid age. 
Such Love, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
lover of ſanctity, cleanneſs, and 
purity, is an enemy to true amity, 
an unavoidable puniſhment, a no- 
xious miſery, a naturall temptati- 
on, a deſirable catamity-, a dome- 
ſtical peril, the nature of Evil de- 
painted with the colour of good; 
a continuall ſollicitude, an inceſ. 
ſant combate, a daily dammage, a 
turbulent houſe; an obſtacle of de- 
votion and prayer, the: ſhipwrack 
of a continent man, — of 
_ adul- 


| knowledpe thee the true God, and 
let 
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adultery:, a pernicious encounter, 
and a moſt heavy burthen. O moſt 
gracious Lord Jeſus Chriſt , crea- 
tour of chaſte love, who haſt made 
me of nothing, and haſt redeemed 
me with thy moſt precious blood: 
I do-bumbly-implore thy mercy. 
with heart and deed, I earneſtly 
beg that thou wilt wholly alienate 
and avert my heart from ſuch af- 
fections, and paſſions ; reſcue me 
from ſo great danger, defend me 
from ſo lamentable a lapſe and' 


fall, protect me from ſo great a 


circumvention of the enemy. Free 
me moſt gracious Lord from ſo 
great a ſnare of perdition, give 
me fortitude to reſiſt, and pardon 
of my fins. - Elevate and raiſe my 
ſoul that I may love, fear, pleaſe; 
and ſerve thee; let me in heart; 

word, and work, confeſs and ac- 
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jet me never have repulſe from 
thine infinite mercy. Make me 
perſevere in works good and ac- 
ceptableunto thee , that I may ſo 
live in the preſent, and proceed to 
the future, that inthe end and pe. 
riod of this my tranſitory life, l 
may finde and enjoy in thy love, a 
life everlaſting and never ending. 
Amen. 


The Motives of the 
Tranſlation and aſ- 
ſerting the Authour 
with his Charatter, 


and Catalogue of his 
Works. / 


Came (ſaith our bleſſed ſweet 
Saviour) to caſt fire into the 
world, and what will I ? but that it 
Mmynas, In purſuance hereof many: 
of Gods great Servants have ſere- 
tall wayes laboured to blow this: 
fre 
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fire of Divine Love, and to keep it 
burning in our hearts, that neither 
the love of falle riches, tranſitory 
glory, deceitful plea ſures and per. 
nicious vanities of this world 
might. extinguiſh it. Among a 
many who have herein travelled, 
this moſt pious and learned Au- 
thor; by many wayes, eſpecially by 
this golden Treatiſe, hath painfully 
laboured in an humble affectionate 
manner; yet not without remon- 
ſtrance of his divine ſubtilty. [ 
For advancement : of Divine 
Love in this Iron age, wherein 
moſt ſeemes to be enſlaved to the 
love of worldly vanities and de- 
lights; as alſo for the enlargement 
and indearment of the Authours 
name, I have at ſpare hours adven- 
tured upon the Tranſlation of this 
Book. Wherein I hope I have ſo 
faithfully comported my ſelf, — I 
ave 
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have neither added or diminiſhed, 
to alter or divert his ſenſe, though 
it falls farre ſhort of the: Chriſti- 
an Eloquence and Elegance, the 
pit hy ſignificancy, and above all, 
of the devout Spirit it had upon 
the Authours Pen; who pur- 
poſely neglecting the perſwaſible 
words of humane wiſdom and af- 
ſected eloquence; did thereby per- 
ſpicuouſly declare the participati- 
on he had of Gods hely Spirit, 
{ whereof. this Work doth ſo much 
the mote ſavour. I cannot excuſe 
my ſelf of -ſome blame, in that it 
being my firlt E ſſay in this kinde, 
once onely written without re- 
view of ſome friend and maſters 
of this Art, I ſhould expoſe it to 
ght: Yet in this circumſtance of 
time, a juſt occaſion urging me 
thereuato; I could not hardly pre- 
termitt its. publication, and ſo 
thought 
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thought it better to let it go a: 
broad, and to do what good it 
could, then without benefit to 
confine it to my desk. Publique 
view I confeſe, is a great ſearch as 
many eyes can make, and many 


eyes can fee what two cannot. And 
among a many ſome will erer look 


a ſquine, carp, and malice others 


laboury, as if they built their for. 
tunes upon the ruines of others 
reputes. But morus ego ſi morer, 
the cenſures of perſons either im. 
pertinent or malevolent. Yea, 
gladly I adventure upon ſuch , if 
10 be my endeavours procures the 
good of any, which through the 
helping grace of God, who regards 
more the affectionate good wil 
then word: ot art, I ſhall not de- 


ir, 
That which I have to preſent to 


your knowledge, is the Name - 
the 
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the Authour of this little, yet pi- 
ous and learned Book; as alſo his 
Quality, his Countrey, and Cata - 
logue of his Divine Volumnes. 
Who he is? I think the Work is 
able to ſpeak him. It was an ex- 
cellent ſaying of a wife man, Le- 
queve ut te wideam ; Speak and [I 
will diſcover thee, The myſteri- 
ons name, the Scholaſticall ſtyle 
ind phraſe, the Doctrine which is 
appropriate, the pious and humble 
dubtiley which is very peculiar, 
(which are uſual and forcible titles 
to lay claim to a Work) declares 
and proclaim him. It is true, the 
Authour with a ſubtile humility 
ind humble ſubtillity laboured to 
hide himſelf, and to keep down his 
cappuce that he might be conceal- 
led; yet it hath pleaſed Godin 
his good time , who exalts the 
bumble , that his humble ſpeech 

and 
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and humble ſubtillity, ſhould be i 
radiant beame of light to male 
known to the world, that it is the 
Subtil Doctaur, Prince of Divines, 
who from Family, or Birth-place, 
or from both joyntly, is ſurnamed 
Duns, which in Latine and Greek 
is Idiot. The name by which the 
Authour leaving out his Chriſten 
name Joh, with no leſs ſubtillity 
then humility, hath entituled bim- 
ſelf to the Work. Hamility, to 
wear ſuch a ſtyle, which imports a 
blockiſh and ttupid incapacity,un. 
worthy of any dignity. or honour, 
Subtilliiy, that his humility might 
not prove a lyar; becauſe he de- 
clares himſelf truly, though co- 
vertly ; for as a holy Father well 
averred, that he who tells a lye for 
tiumility ſake, or takes a fault up- 
on himſelf where die is not guilty, 
if he were not before peccant, be 
now 


a—_ oy a= Jv os mM as» ö e cow» r „ 0 


(167) 

now becomes guilty of ſin: and it 
is the ſenſe and expreſs Doctrine 
of this Authour in his fourth book 
of his Theological Queſtions, diſt. 
17. q. nu. 3 2. that, Simpliciter in- 
meens a peccato mortals & veniali, 
tenetur ſimpliciter non con fiteri: 
that is, He who is abſolutely inno- 
cent or clear of the guilt of mor- 
tal or venial fin, he is obliged not 
to confeſs. Dude + Beata Virgo 
fuiſſet confeſſa Petro poſt aſcenſice 
nem peccaſſet confitendo : Whence, 
faith he, The Bleſſed Virgin had 
ſinned if ſhe bad confeſſed to St. 
Peter after the Aſcenſion, to wit, 
8frer the law or precept of Con- 
feſſing had been promulged over 
the world. And in his third book 
of his Divinity, he aſſirmes it a. 
mortal ſinne in a Preacher, who 
wittingly tells a venial lye in the 
pulpit, Upon the ſame. ground 

which 
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which Saint Auſten will not ad- 
mit of an officious venial lye in 
the Scripture, leaſt the whole an- 
thority thereof periſheth. From 
all which Doctrine of his, we 
may lawfuily make this infe. 
rence ; that by inſcribing himſelf 
Idiota, he ſo comported himſelf 
as neither to offend againſt bumi. 
lity nor verity. It being a Greek 
and Latine word to ſigniſie a 
Dans, which was his Sirname, and 
his leaving out his Chriſten name 
ohn doth clearly evince, that it 
was purpoſely done, the better to 
conceal himſelf, for had he ſaid 
Joannes Idiota, it had been no 
great myſtery to have diſcovered 
him, but leaving that out, it was 
very hard to find it out, writing his 
name onely /diora or Dun: And 
furely he' that would think or 


judge ſo learned, pious, and = 
ti 
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tile a Work to have been compo- 
ſed by a reall Duns or Idiot, and 
not by ſuch a one who onely was 
Ideot or Duns by denomination, 
whether from Family , or Birth- 
place, or both, of which hereafter, 
ſurely, I ſay, ſuch an one (without 
offence be it ſpoken) muſt be very 
inconſiderate, or partake of a 
ſtupidity hiftfelf, And ſo much 

for the myſtery of his name. 
Bellarmine in bis ſecond Edition 
of his book of bis Eccleſiaſticall 
Writers, might very well alſo up- 
on the grounds of retracting his 
opinion touching the Year he put 
in bis firſt Edition, that Idiota lived 
vix. 900. have adſcribed Idiota or 
Dune his Treatiſes, to Dau the 
Subtil Deftownr, as to affirme from 
his Scholaſticall Style and Do- 
Arine, that he could not be before 
Scotws his time; for ſo alſo our 
Dun: 
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Dans is otherwiſe called, though 
for the Identity of the name of 
Tdiota and Duni, the ignorance of 
our Engliſh language might juſtly 
Excuſe hitzi, Carthagena allo in 
his Homilies upon far better rea- 
ſon might have brought bis works 
home to the fountain, then to at- 
tribute them to ſome cotiſt, when 
he neither did nor could grounded - 
ly name any determinate or parti 
cular Scotiſt as Authour; and 
therefore his motives might better 
have induced him to have fathered 
it juſtly upon our Dans. Scotm, 
who is the Father of the Scotifts, 
Finally, to omit others, Doctout 
Davenport, alias Franciſcus a San- 
Aa Clara, who will not have Idiota 
reckoned among the ancient Wri- 
ters, Quicquid demum fit now po- 
reſt numerari imer veteres; if he 
had duly peruſed his Works, and 
reſſected 


(471) 
tellected on his Scholaftick pions 
ſtyle, and the conformity of Do- 
ctrine to ſome of Scots opinions, 
he might not ungroundedly have 
found Dun the Prince of Divines, 
. Authour of them. Whereas he 


« {doubts whether Idiota be the Au- 


I thour of the Contemplations of the 
B. Virgin, for that ſomewhat in the 
. [Prologue & the body of the Con- 
. templations, to him ſeems not to 
ſavour of a learned man; as alſo in 
that Bellarmine makes no mention 
thereof. I anſwer with his permiſ- 
fon , that ſpecifying no particu- 
lars, or expreſſing no reaſon for 
what he faith , in the firſt place, I 
look upon what he utters as volun- 
tary and gratis dictum without an 
ground. Hugo Cavallu that m 
Iilluſtrious and learned Prelate and 
St. Clara his maſter, to whom for 
his learning he muſt ever pratefol- 


ly 
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1 himſelf much in- 
0 


bted, he alledging ont of the 
ſame Contemplations, cap. 2. his 


gloſs upon thoſe words of thec an · 


ticles, Tota pulchra er, &. Thou 
art all beautifull my beloved , and 
there is no ſpot in thee, Idiota thus 
pithily and piouſly gloſſeth them 


And ſpot of ſin, whether mortal ,whe-f 


ther venial, whether Original, © ut 
in thee , nor ever was in thee, nw 


ſhall be; worthily cites Idiota with 


much honour, ſtyling him act. 
ſimum & ſancti ſſimum, moſt lear- 
ned and moſt holy, in Roſa. ſe- 
cul. 9. 

Now for as much as he faith in 
the ſame place; cap. 3. de defin, Con. 
tro. Immac, Concep. pag. 45. that 


Bellarmine makes-no mention of 


that Contemplation of our B. Lady. 
Let us ſuppoſe though not grant 
it; yet that doth not availe, for 

| i 
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it is Argumentum Negativums 
which Logick tells him hath no 
ſorce, or to be of any value, But 
he will peruſe Bellarmiue in bis 
kecond Edition of his book of ei- 
ters , he will finde that he menti- 
ons it expreſly , and reduceth the 
kuchour to our Dans Scotws his 
time; neither doth he make 
iy ſuch doubt as unadviſedly St. 
Clara, a man otherwiſe circum- 
ect and worthily famed for his 
cradition. Yet Be/larmine peruſed 
t from the beginning to the end, 


» Fcting che Prologue, where out of 


of words of Saint Bernard, 
te evinceth him not to have lived 
o long ſioce, as ſome Writers 
nakes him; which he might alſo 

ve done out of the tenth chap. 
ter of his Contemplations of divine 
Love : Where he hath many re- 
narkable words ont of St, — 

L 
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de diligendo Deo, to ſay nothing of 
other obſervations of mine. And 
Bellarmine cites the ſixth Chapter 
of the Contemplations of our B. 
Lady, where clearly he aſſerts our 
B. Ladies priviledge of her Imma 
culate Conception, Which from 
Scotus times ſaith Bellarmiue pre 
vailed, he being the firft according 
to many grave Writers , who a 
mong the School Doctours ſc 
lemnly maintained, proved, anc 
defended it; all Divines ſince u 
ſing his Argument (3. d. 3. q. 1. 
drawn from the Excellency 06 
Chriſt our Lord as Redeemer, R 
conciler, and Mediatour, as wel 
obſerved St. Clara cap. 3. of hi 
prementioned Tract. For a mof 
perfect Redeemer hath a moſt per 
fect act and ſublime manner of Re 
demption, in reſpeR of ſomeor 
perſor 
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perſon, (as the omnipotency of 
God is manifeſted ſufficiently in 
the Creation of one world onely, 
though he hath power to create a 
thouſand, again, the moſt emi- 
nent manner of Reconcilation is 
ſo to preſerve one from never 
having offended God, then to free 


one after the offence is contract - 


ed) but in order to no perſon of 
the ſeed of Adam he had a more 
perfect or more eminent act of 
Redemption, then in reſpect of 
his B. Mother, whom he could 
and would honour above alt o- 
thers of the ſeed of Adam, ſhe 
Jonely having the prerogative a- 
mong all others to be his Mother; 
ud conſequently ſhe having the 
yY higheſt obligation of all terreſtri- 
<< all Creatures to ber Redeemer, 
A muft needs obtain this moſt excel- 
lent Redemption to have by the 
L 2 me- 


(176) 
merits of her B. Sons Paſſion fore- 
ſeen, Grace conferred upon her 
ſoul in the firſt inſtant of its crea. 
tion, and union to the body in the 
ſacred womb of St. Anne; by ver- 
tue whereof the contraction of o- 
riginal (in was prevented. Where. 
fore ſeeing the B. Virgin bath 
neareſt conjunRion with God her 
Saviour, (he above all others wor- 
thily partakes more plentifully 
and more conſpicuouſly of his 
Salvation and Redemption , in 
that as a moſt perfect Redeemer 
he doth not redeem his B. Mother 
aQually made captive and flave of 
the Devil by contraction of ori. 
ginal (in, but after a moſt ſublime 
and moſt perſect manner he re- 
deems his Mother by way of pre- 
fervntion, not ſablevation, prevent- 
ing her ceptivity through his grace 
timely conferred, thereby preſer- 
ving 
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ving ber leaſt ſhe ſhould have been 
captivated , wherein ſh: very par- 
ticularly ſtood in need of his Re. 
demption. After which manner 
St. Bernard averres in bis 22. Ser» 
mon upon the Canticles, Chriſt to 
have been Redeemer of the Angels 
which did not fall, although he aſ- 
ſumed not to his hypoſtatieall uni- 
on the nature of Angels as he did 
of man; whereby it appears, that 
grace had a preheminency above 
fine, for that according to Saint 
Paul, (J. ad Rom. v 15.) abun” 
davit in plures, he doth not ſay in 
plus, but in plures, that it extend- 
ed ir (elf to more then ſinne did 
reach unto. Adams ſinne reached 
far, viz, to all, if you take all as 
an wniverſal with accommodati- 
on, which admits of an exception, 
as St. Pauls ſubſequent compari- 
fon of grace with (in doth evince ; 

E but 
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but Chriſts grace not onely to 
thoſe who were therewith infect- 
ed, but to our B. Lady, who by 
vertue of his grace was prevented 
and preſerved from ſinne; ſo that 
truly in plures Chriſts grace ex- 
tended, if twelve be more then 
eleven, and mnch more if we adde 
the Angels, who through the 
grace of Chriſt were preſer ved 
from falling. 

Whence ſceing this prerogative 
of our B, Ladies Immunity from 
ſin dotb not really contradict the 
holy Scripture and authority of the 
Church, it is to be aſcribed unto 
the B. Virgin, as moſt ſuitable to the 
dignity of the Mother of God, 
according to that rule of Dans in 
the place above cited, full of di- 
vine wiſdom and pious modeſty. 
Si authoritati Eccleſiæ vel anthori- 


tats Scripture non repugnet, vide- 
Ar 
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tur probabile, quod excellentins eſt 
attribuere Marie. Probably what- 
ſoe ver is more excellent, ſeeing it 
is not repugnant to the authority 
of the Church, (to wit, in her A- 
pſtolicall Traditions or Conciliary 
Definitions) or is not againſt the 
authority of Scripture, it is to be 
aſcribed to the B. Virgin Mary: 
In which Rule here , and in many 
other places in his Contemplati- 
ons, Duns ſheweth how obſervant 
a childe and diſciple. he was of the 
Seraphical Father St. Francis, who 
as that worthy Authour Bernar- 
dinus 4 Juſtis teſtifies, command- 
ed his brethren that they ſhould 
attribute to the moſt glorious Vir- 
gin, all the Priviledges a pure hu- 
mane creature was-capable of. 

But to come to the work in 
hand, this expreſs conformity he 
hath.in the tenet of the Immacu- 
L 4 late 
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late Conception, in the ſecond 
Chapter of his Contemplations of 
the B. Virgin, and in the ſixth, to 


that which he delivers in the place 


rementioned of the third book of 
is Theological Queftions,as like. 
wiſe in the ſame book, 4jfþ, 18. q. 
1. nu. x3. in theſe words; Eff ibi 
etiam Beata Virgo Mater Dei, qua 
nunquam fuit inimica attualiter 
ratione pecoats actualis, nec rationt 
originals, ſuiſſet tamen niſi fuiſſet 
preſervata, & c. Conſult the 11, 
12, and 13. and conferre it with 
what cot us delivers in 3. d. 27, In 
the 16. Chapter of this Treatiſe 
he affirmes and ſhews, how an act 
of love blots out fin; conformable 
to what he teacheth in 4. and in 
29. Chap. that it is the ſame habit 
wherewith God and our neigh- 
bour is loved; agrecably to what 
he teacheth in 3. d. 28, Finally, 
to 
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to omit how in the 5. Chap. of this 
Treatiſe that he brings part of St. 
Francis prayer he made upon the 
receiving of the ſacred Stig mates, 
vi⁊. in theſe very words, Ab/orbeat 
gueſo , Amantiſſime Domine, me- 
drentem meam ab omnibus que ſub 
clo ſunt ignita & — * vis 
amoris tui, &c. Which are to be 
read in S. Fraucis Opuſc. under the 
title of the Prayer to obtain the 
love of God. I ſay nothing how 
in his Contempl, of the B. Virgin 
be bath the ſame ſenſe touching: 
the power of the name of Mary, 
which both S. Bern. and S. Francis 
vere wont to utter; that in nomi- 
nating or invocating Mary, or 
hying, Ave Maria, the Heavens 
ſmiled, the Angels exulted', the 
Devils crembled , &c. which evi- 
dently conclude with what I ad- 
ded to Bellarmines oblervation out 
L 5 of. 
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of St. Bernard, de diligendo Deo, 
that this Idiota cannot be ſo anci. 
ent as to have lived in the oo. 
Year, orninth Age ; but that he 
muſt be reduced to the thirteenth 
Age wherein Scotus lived. But to 
paſs this conſideration over, in ma» 
ny places he hath the. appropriate 
Doctrine of Scotus, in 2. d. 27. 
9. 1. touching the identification 
of Grace and Charity , and their 
formall effects, I mean of habitual 
Grace, with the ſupernatural love 
of God. This is clearly collected 
out of his 24, Chap. of this Trea. 
tiſe, and 28. & alili. And this 
was the firſt motive which indu- 
ced me to believe, that Idiota and 
Joanne Duns Scotrs were all one 
Authour; for having read in Sc: 
tus that queſtion , whether Grace 
and Charity were really two di. 
ſtinct habits or entities, immedi- 

ately 
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ately after reading in Idiota his 
Contemplations of Divine Love, 
found the ſame Doctrine and Ex- 
preſſions I read in Scotus in 2% 
which with reflection upon the 
myſtery of writing himſelf dota, 
made me think that he an Foannes 
Dunt were all one Authour , as I 
ſaid before, Yet am ] not ſo tena- 
cious of my opinion herein, but if 
any one can ſhew better grounds 
to aſſert the contrary, I ſhall not 
be contentious ; yet in this I am 
not ſingular , for having commu- 
nicated my ſenſe with an ancient 
learned man, well verſed in theſe 
kinde of Writers, upon ſeveral oc- 
caſions he aſſured me, that Dan 
cot us was the true Authour of 
theſe Contemplations. 

But ſome peradventure will ſay, 
if ſo, how comes it to pals that it 
was no ſooner notified > To this l 
| anſwer, 
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unſwer, all verities are not all: 
once brought to light, as in thing: 
of higher nature then this, might 
by many inftances be made appa - 
rent. Who knows not but that 
many Works of ſeverall famous 
Authours have been found ovt in 
latter times, which hath eſcaped 
the diligence of thoſe who former. 
ly laboured to publiſh their works 
in print. A thing fo obvious, as it 
w ere loſs of time to heap exam- 
p es in temonſtrance thereof. He 
that is curious, let him read that 
famous accompliſhed man , adili- 
vent ſearcher of Antiquities, Luca 
Wadingus, in his Epiſtſe prefixed 
to St. Francis Works, where he 
avers that he found both df Scotut 
and St. Bona venture Works in the 
Vatican Library ; which others had 
over looked, or pretermitted, ei- 
cher for that they were added ſince 
10 
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to the Library, or that they were 
adjoyned or bound up with others, 
as happened to me in this very 
Treatiſe, which was bound in the 
latter end of a Book wherein were 
three or four other Treatiſes ; ſo 
that often looking upon the firſt 
page onely, we may eaſily overſce 
it. To go no farther, Scots up- 
on St. h. eſcaped manies dili- 
gence who compiled the Cata- 
logue of Books, yea, of the ſame 
Univerſity Libraries, as Dr. James 
of Oxford, yet Sancta Clara de- 
tected that by his painful ſearch in 
Oxford. But let that paſs, How 
many Writers have concealed 
their names in ſome of their works, 
witneſs Nicholans Hapsfield in bis 
Alanus Copns ,, Baldninus 7anine 
in his Con ſtantius Perigrinus, To 
ofnit others, Incognitus upon the 
Plalms, whoſe name and order is 

X Dod 
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now publiſhed in the firſt page ol 
his Works at Venice, 1623. in ſen- 
ten. at Lyons. 1608. in Pſalmos. 
Incognitis before, is now notified 
by the name of Michael Aygua- 
nus. It was well ſaid of Seneca, 
Preclare quidem egerunt qui ante 
nos egerunt ſed non peregerunt. No 
more ſhall we, notwithſtanding 
all humane induſtry, but leave 
ſomewhat for others to do or per- 
fect. | 

Touching the native Countrey 
of the Authour , although to me 
it ſeems very certain that he is an 
Engliſh man, as by the teſtimonies 
of many Writers of good repute ] 
have demonftrated in my Annota- 
tion de patria Scoti, upon Heyeru 
Encomiaſtical Oration of the San- 
Rity both of Life and Doctrine of 
the Marian and Snubtile Doftour 


Seats, Prince of Divines. And 
| ſince 


= 4 
ſince the publication thereof, An. 
gelus a Santo Franciſco in his Ca- 
jalogue of Writers, annexed to his 
Certamen Seraphimon Anglicanum, 
but more copiouſly in his Apology 
pro Scoto- Anglo, and after him Do. 
Rour Saint- Clare very pithily and 
ſolidly in his Manuall for Engliſh 
Miſſionaries, Finally, to omitte 
others, lately alſo Doctour Smith 
that learned Biſhop of Calcedon 
have very plentifully evidenced the 
fame Verity in his Flowers of the 
Church Hiſtory. of England. Yer 
herein I (ball not envy or ſtomack 
the ambitious endeavours either of 
Scots, or Iriſh, who labours to ho- 
nour their Nations with his Hirth. 
And why ſhould I that chiefly eye 
the worth and glory of the Subtile 
Doctour, emulate or take ill that 
other Kingdoms ſhould ſet ſo high 
a value and eſteem of him, that 
they 


- 


(188 ) 


they ſhould contend with all mighe 
and main co grace themſelves with 
bis Nativity ? Indeed it was rightly 
ſaid of the R F. Compton in his 
praiſe.worthy Philoſophy, that 
Scotus was a man of that worth, 
as not onely three, but thirty times 
three Kingdomes deſervedly and 
with good reaſon might ſtrive and 
contend for. This onely without 
offence and prejudice, I will ſay 
that our preateſt Antagoniſts in 
this point, both 7-1 and Scotch 
men, though otherwiſe our dear 
friends, do freely acknowlede that 
the Engliſh have the beſt title to 
claim him. For Huge Magut ſius 
an Iriſh Biſhop in his Apology of 
the Apology , &c. ſpeaks in this 
manner againſt anſenius, either | 
Low Countrey man or a German: 
But I, if it be lawful to depart from Ft 
the opinion of the Aut hour, (mean- I 
ing 
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ing Hugo Cavallw) I would ſay 
he (Scorus ) were an Engliſh man, 
to quod video firmioribus nits fun- 
lamentis: For that I fee it relies 
ppon better or ſtronger grounds, 
ſo he againſt Fan/enixs who ſtrives 
to make Scetus a Scotch man, 

Now Camerarius a Scotch man 
having ſweat and ſtruggled long, 
though in vain, to ſolve the Eng- 
liſh mens weighty Arguments, 
converts himſelf againſt the Iriſh 
proofs and reaſons, with an, 7 come 
ww ( ſaith he) to armes of very 
light weight, wherewith the Iriſh 


J prepoſteronſly canvaſs and ſeek their 


glory. Behold here how powerful 
truth is, as ſhe extorts theſe teſti- 


| monies in Englands behalf from 


Sco: and Iriſh. 

The quality of the perſon is, 
that he was one of extraordinary 
worth and note from his youth. 

When 
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When he was a Student onely in 
Philoſophy he writ upon Ariſtotle, 
and as Biſhop Rada recounts 0 
him, thatcoming to be a Reader, 
many Mafters left their Chairs to 
hear his divine Wiſdom. In ſhort, 


he was a man as if he had been 
made up of Learning and Vertue; 
both of them ſo eminent in him, 
as it is hard to judge which had the 
greateſt intereſt in him: His Ver- 


tue to which we muſt needs yield 
the precedency in any, may with. 


out offence be paralelled with that 


which was wont to be found in 


the DoRours of the Church; and 
his vertue doth ſo ſhine among 
thoſe holy men, as laudem ej us 
enunciabit Eccleſia. As for the 
alticude and profundity of his wil. 
dome no leſſe reyerenced then fa- 
medin the-world , it is ſuch in 
a man of no more then about 
thirty 
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irty three years of age, that he 
as a prodigy and miracle among 
en; inſomuch, that though he 
d a wit made for learning 44d 
iraculum uſque, to uſe Dr. Pit ce 
is phraſe, even to amazement 
d admiration of all; yet many 


Jo jultly queſtion with Cornelius 4 


apide (in ſap.) whether it were 
ot more ſupernatural then nat u- 
, that in ſo ſhort a time he 
hould write ſo much with that 


Hodeſt ſubtilty and felicity, that 


rere 


otwithſtanding ſo many new and 
blime Theoromes he produced 
vith other matters, and notwith- 
ſtandinę ſo many learned Adver- 
aries who have long laboured to 
the urmoſt ro impugne him ; yet 
hitherto he hath proved ſo im- 
pregnable, as never the leaſt pro- 
polition or tenet of his Doctrine 

was cenſured by the Church, 
This 
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This Peſſevinus rightly averrePl 
to be Grande teſtimonium Doct rin 
ejus : A grand and mighty teſti 
mony of his Doctrine, that witt 
out the leaſt ſpot of Errour it bat! 
remained three hundred years i 
all General Councils untouched,of 
Immaculate. 

Now behold the latitude anc 
extent of his elucrebations and la 
bours for the love of God and hi 
neighbours. Many Writers both 
Engliſh and Forreigne, as namely} 
Leland, Pitæeu, Willote, Bella 
wine, Poſſevinuw, Sixtus Senenſit 
Trithemius, and others, hath writY' 
ten a Catalogue of his Works 
which amounts to a great num 
ber: but to avoid prolixicy , let 
ſuffice to tell you, that in the yea! 
1639. at Lyons in France, Duran 
dw printed thirteen Tomes in fe 
| lio, which comprizeth his Philo 
ſophica 
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phical and Theological School 
„FTreatiſes. 

Beſides thoſe, he wrote a book 
the Perfection of States Lectures 
pon Gene ſis. Commentaries upon 
Pauli Epiſtles to the Roman:. 
ermons upon the Dominica Go- 

. Sermons upon the Feſtival 
Woſpels. One book of Comments 
dt perfected. A Trad of the 
maculate ¶ onception.Four books 
If Tetragrames. Moreover, be- 
the prementioned, whereof 
„any Authours make mention in 
their Catalogues, and are in Ma- 
itYouſcripts extant in divers Libra- 
nes; there are many Spiritua{l 
Treatiſes extant written by him, 
or humility ſake under the name 

Jef 1diota,as is to be ſeen in. Biblio- 
theca Patrum , 2. ait. whereaf fix 
lhave, and found bound together 
with divers Authours in S folie, 

at 
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at Hinchelſome Hall , the name 
whereof are as followeth. 1, Co 
templations on our B. Lady. 2. C 
the damage of loſt Innocency. 3. 
the Conflicts betwixt the Soul an 
the Fleſh. 4. Patience, or Triby 
lations, 5. Of Death, 6. Of Di 
vine Love, which is this Treatiſe 
now publiſh. In each Chapter bY 
obſerves this method , firſt, her 
cites his Leſſon as it wereto 0 
Lord Jeſus Chrift as his Maſter 
then he acknowledges his defai 
lances and imperfections in t 
practice thereof : finally , in th 
cloſe, he begs pardon, grace tc 
amend, and to be united inſepars 
bly with our B. Saviour by love 
and this with ſuch pithy and cl 
brevity, as St. Francis Sales mucl 
deſired in a many Authours wh 
treated of the Love of God. The 
defect therein moved the Saint tc 
treat 
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treat of the ſame ſubject in ſhort 
Chapters, notwithſtanding divers 
had written of this argument be- 
fore. 5 

The time when onr Idiata pen. 
ned theſe humble pious Leſſons af 
Divine Love, (which are alſo his 
Meditations and Confeſſions) was 
I do conceive and verily believe, 
after that gracious favour exhibi- 
ted unto him at Paris on the Vigil 
or Eve of the Birth of our B. Sa- 


fail viour, whereof divers Authours of 


good credit maketh mention. For 
Ineditating on the Omnipoteucy 
and Immenſe Majeſty of him that 
was born , raviſhed with ſo great 
acharity that he who was ſo great 
and glorious in heaven, ſhould be 
born of the Virgin Mary, to be- 
come our brother and Saviour of 


e the world; did often with longing 


and languiſhing deſires repeate 
| thoſe 
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thoſe amorous deſires of the 
Spouſe, Qn mihi det te fratr 
fugentem ubera matris, ut in veni 
am te foras, & deoſculare te: Oh 
who will give me thee as a bro 
ther ſacking the mothers paps. Inf 
which fervent deſires perſiſting 
our B. Saviour in the forme of 
ſucking babe placed himſelf upc 
his armes, and oft embraced him 
Oh that my pen could expreſs the 
ſoul-raviſhments, and the fieryſſ 
amorous colloquies - which then 
paſſed betwixt them ! After thi 
grand favour, our Dwns. Scoturfi 
buckled himſelf to great matters 
never after eating fleſh , going 
bare-foot , and never changed his 

arment, wholly forgetful of him. 

f, being inebriated wich the love 
of our Bleſſed ſweet Saviour. The 
conſideration hereof ſeems alſo to 


me no ſmall argument to _ 
that 
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That this Idiota and ohn Dans to 
de all one Authour, in making 
Juch amorous humble addreſſes in 
ach Chapter to our Bleſſed Savi- 
dur, whoſe charity and humility 
n the ſacred Myſtery of his Nati- 
ity had cook ſo deep impreſſion, 
nd ſer his heart on fire. 
It remaineth, that we beg of 
e God of Love, ſo to read ſuch 
eBooks of Divine Love, that affe- 
rytionately we practiſe till the laſt 
Wreath what herein is taught; that 
we may dye in love, and after 
ve eternally in the fruition of the 
Pod of Love: To whom be all 
ponour, praiſe, and thanksgiving, 
d to us remiſſion of our ſinnet 
ow and for evermore. Amen. 


FINIS. 
M 


(199) 


EHIYPLLLLLS 
[SDS DD DDPD 


Advertiſement. 


E that is curious, and deſires 

to know more of the Life, 
Actions, and Vertues of the Au- 
hour, let him among many Wri- 


ters who have writ his life and 
praiſes recounted by Colganus in 
J25. chap. (of his Treatiſe of Sco- 
s Life and Vertues) which is 
wholly ſpent in mentionin 5 them; 
let him, I ſay, conſult e pecially 
Ildephonſus Brixenus, twice jubila- 
ted for his thirty years reading of 
Divinity, who in 160. pages in 
folio bath written moſt judiciouſly 
and copiouſly of him, and is pre- 

M 2 fixed 
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fixed as an Apparatus to his The- 
ological Commentaries upon Sco- 
tus Doctrine, printed at Madride 


1642. the Reverend Father Mad. 
ding in his Life prefixed to Scots! 
Works, printed at Lions; allo the 


third tome of his Annals, printed 
at Lions : Mathens Ferchins Ve- 
glienſis who writ both his Life, and 


three Apologies to vindicate him; 


Vernuleus the Kings Hiſtoriogra- 
pher in the Univerſity of Lovain 
in his excellent Panegyrick of 
Duns Scotus; and amongſ others 
not nominated by him in that 
chapter, Michael Hoyerius in bis 
Encomiaſticall Oration of the 
Sanctity both of his Life and Do- 
ctrine; as allo Dermitius T haden 

in his Bzovius Expeſtulatus, | 

wilt not. be amiſs to adde here an 


 Elsgium or two given of him in his 


life, and after his death, 
The 
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be molt Reverend Father Gox-- 
- diſatvns, General of the Seraphi- 
4e call Order, in his Letter to the 
4. [Guardian of Paris, wherein he 
licences Scots to take degrees in 
ed Paris, writeth thus in his behalf. 
dJ recommend to your. Charity, and 
ef appiint that after the prementioned 
d Father Agidius, principally and or- 
1,1 dinately to preſent our beloved Fa- 
ther in Chriſt John Scotus,of whoſe 
laudable life, excelling ſcience, bis 
J moſt ſubtil ſparp wit, and other re- 

ri markable conditions er qualities 4 
am fully and largely informed, part- 
ly by long experience, partly by” 
fame, which u every where fpread, 
This was written of Scetus living, 
#4 and that by his own Prelate, who - 
It was a moſt holy Prelate, and rigid 
nf obſeryer of juſtice in the Order, 
SY as eAlvanus Pelagius writes of 
him : and.is apparent in this very 
M3 Epi- 
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Epiſtle to the Guardian; where 
notwithſtanding Scots excellen- 


cies, he expreſly chargeth the 
Guardian to preſent him after his 
Seniour according to due Order, 
and at time when it appertained 
to a Superiour, to know thorowly J 
his ſubject. And what was it that 


he knew of for which he ſo high- 


ly ſet him forth? His a/l-pras/e- | 


worthy life, his eminent Science, his 
moſt penetrating ſubtil wit, and his 
other notable qualities. But how 
did he know them, by experience, 
and that eng; by fame, and that 
uni ver ſal; the two foundations on 
which moral and humane teſtimo- 
nies are grounded and builded: ſo 
that all things rightly pondered, 
Gondiſaluuts words ate rather a 
juſt ſentence then a favourable 
commendation, 


But now let us hear his poſthu- 
mus 
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mus fame after death, whoſe fame 
and memory, ſait h Antonius Andye- 
a a Spaniard, and ſometimes bis 
ISchollar, zz in benediction, ard 
| makes the world eccho therewith, 
[Let us then hear what Luc as 
Vaddingus a man worthily famed 
in /raly, and through the world 
for the many monuments and vo- 
1 lumes of his learned Works, 


T he words of the R. F. Wading in 
his third tome of his Annales at 
the end of Scotus life, 


Know truly, that there be very 

many in divers Countreys, e- 
ſpecially in the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, (where ] writ his life at large, 
and have here inſerted) who with 
great confidence and devotion do 
invocate his name; neither was it 
in vain , they declaring that they 
M 4 had 
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had experienced bis help in divers 
neceſlities and infirmities. 1 did 
ſee very mary authentick teſtimo. | 
nies confirmed with the bands and gi 
ſeals of Notaries , in which per- 
ſons of ſeveral qualities and apes 
do make known and manifeſt ro i; 
all, that by the merits and invoca- 
tion of Scott they have received 
ſupernaturally their healths and | 
other favours. I do not recount 
them particular]y , or according 
to all particulars, (for that as yet 
they are not confirmed by the ap- 
probation of the Ordinary, or 
the Romane Court) they do at. 
teſt, that very many have been 
freed from ſeveral ſorts of diſeaſes, 
others ſtom dangers or perils, wo- 
men from the pains in childe. birth, 
others again have ſworn and by 
folemn oath confirmed , that in 
great; ſuits, of law and weighty 
e. 
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rsKifferences they experimentally 
id Found bim propitious. The cauſe 
he undertook for tbe bleſſed Vit» 
gins /nnocency he bappily manna- 
ged and determined; no wonder 
then if in other honeſt pretenſions 
1nd variances he be called on as a 
Patron. Many of them who averte 
they were heard or obtained their 
Jrequeſts, have made profeſſion of 
their gratitude by ſome Donarie⸗ 
Tables, and great ſilver Plates and 
Lamines, which I had in my hands, 
all which are reſerved for their due 
time and proper years, to be pro- 
duced and writ more opportunely, 
His glory is now far and near 
ſpread abroad, and by a certain 
divine providence diffuſed at ſuch 
a time, when ſome attempted to 
undermine his fame, and obſcure 
his good Name, Hitherto Vaud. 
WNgUs.. - 
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I am not ignorant but muc 
amazed how raſhly and inconſi 
derately ſome reports him to hav 
dyed a violent death, being buried 
in an Extaſie in the abſence of his 
companion, which others lightly 


Ir 
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ri 
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and unadviſedly believe. It was} 


an excellent ſaying of Tertullian, 
To reduce an Hereſie (or Errour 


to its origine, 4s to confute it. Heſſti 


that among all Hiſtorians firſt 
broached this lye of Scotus violent 
death, in daſhing out bis brains in 
the grave when he came to him- 
ſelf, &c, whereby with (imple or 
ill affected perſons the renowned 
eſteem of this grand Doctour is 
ſometimes diminiſhed, was one 
Paulus fovins, à man of a crackt 
credit, a fabulous lying Writer; 
worthily cenſured by grave Au- 
thours both in his own time and 


ſince; a man who lived two hun. 
dred 
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chÞred years after the death of Sco- 
i. J,, and therefore merits the ſame 
veggredit as the firſt writer of the Fa- 
edjble of Pope Joan. There be very 
his many who confuted this Fable, 
ly de ſides ſome of thoſe who writ his 
asife, as Stomelius, who at Colen in 
n, Germany where Scotus lies honou- 
rrably interred, made a Declama- 
leſſtion in the pulpit againſt Fovins 
ſthabout the time of his publication 
nt thereof. But to omit others, I 
nſhall produce the ſenſe of Heyeru 
1-Jout of his learned and eloquent 
YIOration of the SanRity of Scotwus 
dFhis Life and Doctrine, which I have 
by me; where he takes occaſion to 
eFeall Jovi, herein to an account: 
CYhaving related his fabulous words, 
be maketh this Ajonder. Diva 
iat, &c. 

O ye celeſtial Inhabitants (give 


Ine leave a little to interparley 
| with 
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with you!) where were ye whe 
theſe lyes were written to poſteri 
ty? Theſe, I lay, of which Scotuot 
his moſt ſharp Adverſaries, whichfaf 
he had at home or abroad, neveiſ h. 
made him guilty , never impoſeq fl 
upon him s. dare call God andre 
man to witnels, that from the firſii j. 
birth of Calumuy, never any way h 
more filthy, or more apparent In 
Truly Paal ovius you compel us}i p 
to give credit to you as a prophe -t 
ſying Sybil, who out of your ownll 
ſelf tells all that you relate, all 
that you prate, all that you babble « 
and ſeigne. Who brings not ſoft 
much as one German Writer toſſ1 
confirme your opinion, Yea, all: 
Writers affirmes, that Scots dyed} 
without violence (placide.) They 
Tables at Cole» affirmes the ſame; 
his Epitaphs which are on his mar- 

ble Tomb, wherein the Tear, Day, 
Moneth, 
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loneth, place of Burial are noted. 
hat ſay youto this my Maſters 
or Auditours ? muſt u, here» 
chlafter be credited or hear kned unto: 
erf he who Poſſevinus, Lypſuas , the 
ech flower of learned men calls a wri- 
nd ter dewbted, or ſuſpected, both in 
li judge ment and credit. He, whom 
2 Robert Tarner doth not fear to de- 
t. nominate a corrupted Aut haur, wh 
us praiſeth or diſpraiſeth not accorging 
e · to the Rule of Verity, but according 
mil as he is rewarded, He, on whom 
l Saliger, be on whom the Glory 
le and Ornament of the Low Coun. 
off treys, eAubertas Myreus, (to pals 
off many others over in ſilence) be. 
ſtowes this notable Motto, Fenals 
cui penua fuit; Whoſe Pen was 
ef for gain to be bought or ſold. 
Shall it not be lawful to leave this 
Authour of ſlurried- ſtained cre- 
dit? Or muſt one believe that chis 
ewe 
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two- forehead anus did ſee, not 


onely what was done in his ow 


time, but alſo what was in the 


former age? Did not the Writer 
of Colen, nor of Germany, nor 
of the Franciſcans ſee or know. 
what happend amongſt them ag, 
home > One Forint after long pe-. 
riods of years, did he ſee all theſeſ 
things 2 Did he know all to a hair? 
Or did they who in other things 
left nothing omitted, who dili. 
gently wrote all things? Who di- 
ſtinctly noted every thing? did 
they happily negle& thoſe things 
which above meaſure were to be 
admired? But let this Jovi be- 
gone, let this lying fabulous Wri- 
ter paſs away ; fare him well, and 
let him go to his Chymera's which 
ſo proſperouſly by uns belp 
hie feigned. To us they are but 
miſty clouds, clouds and dreams, 
dreams 
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ireams of vit. On the con- 
rary, let us hear and belive rather 
hoſe who with very great credit, 
and wit h a firme conftant judge- 
ment, as eye witneſſes, committed 
Ito writing ſuch things as happen- 
added amongſt them, &c. Hitherto 
TY} Hojerns. With whom I end, and 
ſe cloſe up all with this gemm on my 
ſeal; That great and famons Men 
were but tco too happy, if Envy did 
not tread upon their heels, 


N 


2 


Soli Deo honor & gloria in ſaæ- 
cula ſaculirum. Amen. 


0006660660 
Theſe Verſes having loft their due 


place, I thought good to 
plwKẽace them here. 


To the Reverend and rightly ho- 
noured Eli-Anne Timperley, 
eAbbeſs of the Engliſh Mona- - 

ſtery of the Immaculate Con- 
ception of the B. Virgin Mary ; 
Mot her of Cad, in Paris, | 


- 
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Madam, 
He Frontiſpiece is Duni, and 
Idiot too, 
hich ] (with licence) would pre- 
ſent to you. 
Dun to the world, and Idiot not 
to read 
he follies of our time, that over- 
ſpread 
| N The 1 


The Univerſe; where muck, andf 
pelf, and clay 

(Or white.or red)the ſoul do over-F 
ſway, . | 

And ſo depreſs, that the tranſcen-Þ 
dent love, 

(Which ſhould predominate) canÞ 
hardly move 

Within its ſphere, *Tis Dans, "tis 
Idiot (then) 

Acquires. true wiſdom, which byſ[! 
worldly men 

Is ſo deery'd. *Tis Duns of higherP) 
ſtate, 

With Eagle-piercing eyes, cant. 
contemplate 

That love (*bove all) divine, which 
bere you may (day 

Behold as clear, as is the fulgent 

And therefore ſuits with them 
who under. rate | 

The world, and to the AL imma 

onlate, 

An 


ndnd pare Conception, make a 
chaſte addreſs, 
r-. And (fervent) act by love what 
they profeſs. 
n · Tou bear the Enſign (Abbeſs) you 
diſplay; 
zal he Standard you ſupport , you 
lead the way : 
tis ou are Vice-gerent, you Lieute - 
nant bear 
byſt he charge of yours, who, halting 
in the rear, 
er By you are animated; forward 
march, 
inowards that burniſht City, whoſe 
bright arch 
With glit'ring ſtars, heavens glory 
y does diſplay, 1 
Mavite to contemplate the milky: 


Way; 
Vhich int he night appears, how- 
;4 ever late, 
till to remember the Immaculate 
| j N. 2 Con- 


Conception, fipur*d/in your ca 
did Veſt, 

And the. pure. Virgin pendant a 
your brealt ; 

And. th' Azure Mantle (without 
gloomy cloud) | 

(As are the Heavens when clear d 
ſpeaks, that to ſhrowd 

Theall. immaculate, was never ſpots 

Of (in inherent, as to John a blot, 

Which timely was expung'd, be. 
fore he came 

To breath, (an infant) or to have 
a name. | 

What then to be Gods Mother 2B 
ſhall not ſhe 

Have a prerogative. *bove. 7b» 
to be 

Not ſtain'd. with: that :foul blot ? 
Not ſhe the all. 

Immaculate? From Sin Originall 

Not (he exempt ? ſhe once a ſlave 
to hell, 


And 


And to what ever foul a parallel >> * 
Who not abhors? who ſtartles not 
when | (famy?- 

Bur int this borrid word, this in. 

ugNo, no, ſhe was the morning 
ſtar, ſtill bright, | 

She was fair Cynthia, never with- 
out light; 

ot She was the comely, fair, and 

. ever white 2 

e- At which you aim, (when but 
your ſelf you ſee) 

re At candour, in your Veſt, and 
purity. 

But not without the bowe of Love 
Divine; 

(Whoſe fiery ſhafts with ſtronger 
arme, combine 

To fix. in Heaven what ever 
thougt aſpires 

g To the belov'd , which (loving) 

e never tires. (treats on love, 

Then (Madam) read this Book, that 
« 1 Let 


= - Yet more to raiſe your heart to 

 -. things above. (cryes, 

"Tis ſurſum corda tis, that daily 

To elevate to Heaven both heart, 
and eyes, | 

Which do but contemplate, but 
hearts aſpire 

To him, who came from Heaven 

to bring us fire, 

Which upwards flames to him by 
ardent love. 

Ob! may you have the wings of x 
the chaſte Dove, 

To ſoare *bove Earth, and Air, and 
bove - what not? 

To be in fine a Dans, and Idiot. 

Illiterate to the world, and ſo con- 
fine (is divine. 

Your heart to heaven by love, that 
This boon I beg of Heaven, and 

beg again, 

That you may proſprouſly pro- 

ceed, and teigne 


Amonelt. 


mongſt your Stars, like Cynthia, 
ueen, that ſhines 1 
ith modeſt look, and (waxing?) 
ſtill confines | 
'ithin her Orbe more light. Such 
may you be 
ith much increaſe, and much 
tranquillity; 
hile Halcyon- like, all ſtormes 
you do controul, . (foul, 
d to your ſelf acquire repoſe of 
f BBerwixt the bounds (as David 
ſings) contrive 
d FTwixt th Active life, and the 
Contemplative, 
o mannage, and direct, and high- 
er riſe, 
T' addreſs your thoughts to hea- 
© venly Theories. | 
Irnen ſhall the Dove with ſilver 
wings be white, 
And golden too, like Phebus, ſhi- 
ning bright: 


Let 


Fel 0103 — ſ fenden, 
in the rear, 

Kuſt alt Our works be attended by | 
pale fear. - 

So Job on luis whatever works did 
look, 

As if but puddle, not a ſilver 
brook. . 


Madam, | 

Be happy in your mannage, act, 

80 on; 

Guide and aſpire by Contempla- 
Ga: -** 

This Treatiſe will aſſiſt you to- 


' refine- 
Your noble thoughts, by Love that 
is Divine. 


Edmard Mannige. 


IC 


